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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-ACCOMMODATION IN
ASSEMBLY CHAMBER.

Mr. S. STUI3BS : Is it possible to put
a request before the House Committee
that during_ the recess the seats in the
Chamber may be brought up to date. In
some of the seats the space is so stinted
that onle canl hardly turn, and they are
very uncomfortable. The seats in an-
other House were altered at a reasonable
cost, and if the Hlouse Committee could
make thle seats in this Chamber as they

are in another place, it would be a great
advantage.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will submit the hon.
member's request to the House Commit-
tee, and if the Treasurer will provide
the money I shall be glad to have thle
seating attended to before Parliament
sits agfain.

QUESTION -- WORKERS' HOMES
AzkNT) ARCHITECTS' FEES.

Mir. 0 'LOGI-LEN asked the Premier
1, Is he aware that fairly heavy fees are
charged by architects in drawing up
plans for houses erected nnder the Wor-
kers' Homes Act '1 2, Would it not be
possible for the Government Architect
and his assistants to do this work hereby
saving money to the applicant and giving
greater protection to the State?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Govern-
meat nnderstand that architects are
charging their usual fees for plans and
specifications to applicants for workers'
homes. I have been informed, however,
that not more -than 10 per cent, of the
drawings received for examination have
been prepared by architects, who would
presumably charge the usnal fee at the
rate of 5 per cent. 2, It is quite possible
that the proposal would have the effect
of delaying applications, owing to the
large amount of departmental work being
performed. The preparation of all draw-
ings for workers' homes could not be un-
dertaken without increasing the staff.. In
many cases, however, the cost of super-
vising the building will entail upon a bor-
rower a fee of only one-half per cent, on
the value of the building, the board's
progress valuator supervising the erection
for fees of one-half per cent. A series of
designs for workers' dwellings has been
prepared by the Government., with esti-
mates of the cost of erection. These de-
signs will be available to applicants at an
early date.

QUESTIONS (3)-RAILWVAY CON-
STRUCTION.

Won gan Hills-H ullewa.
Mr. MOORE asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Can he give an approximate
date for completion of railway-Wrongan
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*to Dalwallinu? 2, Can he also give an

approximate date for completion of rail-
way-Mullewa to~ Morawa7

The ICNISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, About May, 1913. 2, About
July, 1913.

Yilimining-Kondinin.

Mr. GREEN (for Mr. E. B. Johnston)
asked the Minister for Works : 1, What
arrangements have been made for the
eommencement of the construction of

the Yillimining-Kondinifl railway 9 2,
\When will the work, be in full progress 7

a3, Will he, before leaving for New Zea-

.lod, make any arrangements necessary
'to ensure the fulfilment of the Govern-
meat's promise to the settlers in this

mjatter, namely, that the work will start

not later than March next 1

The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS re-
Plied : The member for Williams-Nar-
-rogin is already in possession of this in-
-formation, it having been furnished to
Iimi in response to previous inquiries.

Pinjarra-Hotham.

Mr. GREEN (for Mr. E. B. Johnston)
a~sked the Minister for Works : 1, When
w-,ill the Pinjarra-Hotham railway be

opened to traffic as far as Boddington
Pool 2, Is he aware that a large num-

her of settlers in the Marradong, Hotham,
and adjacent districts are anxious to send
produce and stock away by rail from
Boddington? 3, Will he therefore en-
.deavour to have the opening of the line
to Boddington expedited in the interests
.of the settlers mentioned?

The j\1INISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: Early in the new year by railway
construction branch.

QUESTION-RAILWAY PASSES TO
THE S.P.C.A.

Mr. LANDER asked the Minister for

Railways: 1, What is the value of passes
granted annually to the Society for th.3
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals? 2,
Row many passes are granted, and ho"x
long have they heen' graated?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS

re-plied: 1, E6. 2, (a) Two;. (b) one
since 1st January, 1911; one since 15th
A pril, 1912.

QUESTION-MNACHINERY INSPEC-
TION IN GOVERNMENT DE-
PARTMENTS.

Mr. TURVEY asked the Premier: 1,
Are Government works departments sub-
ject to the provisions of the Inspection
of Machinery Act? 2, If not, will. the
Government make provision to bring
them under the operations of the Act?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, ex-
cepting those branches controlled by the
Commissioner of Railways, and the ma-
chinery of the Goldfields Water Supply.
Thle boilers of the latter are, however,
subject to inspection. 2, It is not in-
tended to make any change in the pre-
sent practice.

QUESTION - E-SPERANCE DIS-
TRiCT, EXPERTS' REPORTS.

Y1\r. GREEN asked the Premier: Will
lie consider the advisability of giving
Messrs. O'Brien and Middleton's recent
reports onl the Norseman-Esperance dis-
trict to the Press at an early date, so
that the general public may be aware of
the resources of that large area of un-
developed country?

The PREMIER replied: I have the

papers desired. In order that full Pub-
licity may he obtained I shall lay them
onl the Table.

QUESTION-TRAMWAY SAFETY
NETS.

Mr. UNDER-WOOD (for Mr. B. J.
Stubbs) asked the Minister for Railways:
1, Are the new tram-cars lately brought,
into use being built under the supervision
and with the consent of the Government?
2, Is he aware that the safety net attached
to the front of the old cars is absent
from these new cars? 3, In view of the
number of fatal accidents which have

heen prevented by these nets will lie caulse-
inqujries to be made with a view to ha1vinz,
nets retained on all new% cars?9
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: 1, Yes, the three cars recently
brought; into use were built at the Mid-
land Junction shops. 2, Yes, the safety
net is absent, a new and improved safety
appliance having been substituted which
is superior thereto, and has been adopted
by the Adelaide and many other up-to-
date tramway authorities. 3, In view of
the superiority of the new appliance,
which has been passed by the Government
Inspecting Engineer under the Tramways
Act, 1885, it is not proposed to revert to
the net, and further inquiry on tile sub-
ject would be uinnecesary.

QUEST [ON-TIMBER, OPERATIONS,
JARRARWOOD.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Whether he is aware that
Millars' Combine have constructed a rail-
way line into, or adjacent to Crown
lands at the back of the combine's Jar-
rahwood concession l 2, Whether hie is
aware that it is alleged that the comhine
are removing logs from the Crown lands
for milling purposes? 3 , Whether per-
mission has been granted or arrangemnents
made to allow them to do so?~ 4, Will hie
have the "necessary inquiry made and take
proceedings against the combine if it is
found they are illegally removing timber
from Crown lands?

The PREMIER: In the absence of the
Mlinister for Lands I will ask the hon.
mnember to postpone the question. At the
same time I would like him to realise
that there will he some difficulty in reply-
ing beca use the acting Inspector General
of Forests is out of the State, and the
officer acting in his place is in the hush,
and until one of these officers returns it
will be impossible to get the information

.desired.

PAPERS-FREMANTLE HARBOUR
EXTENSIONS.

The PREMIER: Though the motion
of the mem'ber for Fremantle (Mr. Car-
penter for the papers in connection
with the proposed extensions to the Fre-.
mantle harbour to be laid on the Table
has not been carried, in order to avoid

having delay at a later stage I have
brought down the papers referred to and
I now lay them on the Table.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Reports by Messrs.

O'Brien and Middleton on the Norseman-
Esperance district, asked for by Mr.
Green. 2, Fremantle Harbour Exten-
sions, asked for by Mr. -Carpenter.

By the Minister for Works: By-laws
of 1, Greenbushes road board; 2, By-laws
of Broome municipality.

RESOLUTION-OBSERVATORY
RE~SERVE.

Message received from the Council re-
questing the concurrence of the Assembly
in the follouwing resolution: "That in the
opinion of this House the Government
should not transfer any portion of the
Observatory reserve to the Federal Gov-
ernment."1

On miotion by Hon. J. Mitchell, consid-
eration of the Message' made an Order
of the 'Day for the next sitting.

BILLS (4)-RETURNED FROM
COUNCIL.

1, Kalgoorlie and Boulder Racing
Clubs Act Amendment.

2. Victoria Park Tramways Act
Amendment.

3, Agricultural Bank Act Amendment.
4, District Fire Brigades Act Amend-

ment (No. 2).
Withou~t amendment.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Land and Income Tax.
2, Esperance-Northwards Railway.

BILL-K[NES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 6th Decem-

bet.
Mr. MULLANY (Menzies) : I rise to

support this amendment of the Mines Re-
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gulation Act with a considerable amount
of pleasure. For many years past the
mnen engaged in the mining industry in
this State have desired certain alterations
to he madc in the Act, hut unfortunately
up to the present they have, been unable
to effect these amendments. Therefore I
am indeed pleased that an opportunity
should have at last arisen for improving
the conditions of the men employed in
the industry. At the otuset it is clearly
understood that the object of this amend-
ing Bill is to do. something to improve
the health of the men and the conditions
under which they work. The necessity
for this is well known to those who have
had any experience whatever of the in-
dustry. I do not intend to touch upon
details as 'to, the different diseases peculiar
to miners, !but one outstanding fact has
been brought home to me in reading
the report of the Royal Commission on
miners' lung diseases, which was con-
cluded last year. Included in the report
is a return from the Great Fingall mine,
showing the ages 'of the men employed
underground on that property. I find
that of a total of 230 men so employed
only 20 had reached the age of 45 years.
That fact, I think, is in itself sufficient
to prove that there is something wrong in
the conditions of an industry in which the
men are practically weeded out by the
time they have reached -that comparatively
early age. Another return from the Sons
of Gwalia,-a most important mine, shows
that the average age of the 321 men there
employed underground was 32.17 years.
These returns brought forcibly to my
mind a remark made by Foster Fraser
in his book America at Work. He was
being shown over one of the large iron
works in America, and, struck by the par-
ticularly youthful appearance of the
workmen, he made inquiries as to what
had 'become of the old men. The official
who was showing -him round the works
informed him that if he desired to know
what had become of the old men in the
indrustry he had come to the wrong place,
and should inquire at the graveyard. I
think the figures 1 have quoted will show
that somewhat similar conditions are o1i-
tamning in Western Australia. There is
no occasion for apology that these -amend-

meats should have been brought forward
with a view to endeavouring to improve
those conditions. I was particularly
pleased to hear the Minister emphasise
the fact that the Bill could not in any
sense *be termed a party measure. I
would like to appeal to hon. members on
both sides to consider the Bill fromn two
points of view, namely, that of those res-
ponsible for the introduction of the
measure, men who have had practical ex-
perience in the industry, and secondly,
how far can we go with these proposed
amendments without unduly harassing
those engaged in carrying on the indus-
try? I trust hon. members will give these
amendments serious consideration, al-
though I regret it is rather late in the
session to bring on so important a mea-
sure. I think that rather than hurry them
over and not give them full consideration,
we should put in a few more days next
week and 'have these matters thoroughly
discussed, and voted upon according to
their merits or demerits. The most im-
portant provision is that enabling work-
men to appoint their own inspectors, to
be called workmen's inspectors, and to
work in conjunction with the present dis-
trict inspectors. The justice of the work-
men having the right to appoint inspect-
ors has been recognised by previous Ad-
ministrations, and in fact in the existing
Act provision is made by which the men
can appoint their own inspectors. This
provision will be found in Section, 16 of
the principal Act, which provides that the
majority of persons employed in any
mine may, once in every month, or oftener
if they think fit, appoint two of their
number, or any -two practical working
miners, not being mining engineers, to
inspect the mine. These men are to be
given all the powers at present held by
the inspectors of mines. Whilst this
seems fair upon the face of it, there are
insurmountable obstacles which render it
almost impossible to put the section into
operation. In fact I believe -there has not

been a single instance of the miners tak-
ing advantage of the section. The rea-

sons are not far to seek. There is the

provision in the section making it a con-
dition -precedent to the appointment of
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such inspectors that a majority of the
workers on the mine shall affirm the ne-
cessity for such appointment. This would
mean, of course, either that a poll be
taken or that somebody evince sufficient
interest in the matter to take a petition
round and get a majority of the workers
on the mine to sign it. This in itself
is quite sufficient to render the section
inoperative, 'because no person would 'be
likely to take upon himself the responsi-
bility of endeavouring to put the section
into operation. He would undoubtedly
become a marked man if he did so. More-
over, no provision is made as to how that
majority shall be obtained, whether by a
poll or by requisition, and the whole sec-
tion has been rendered inoperative from
this cause. Further, although inl some
portion of the mine there may be urgent
necessity for an inspection by workmen's
inspectors, yet the majority of the men
working on the mine would know nothing
of the conditions in this partic 'ular place
in the mine. The great majority of the men
working- in or about the mine wvould have
no idea as to whether s~neh inspection was
necessary in one particular place. There-
fore, although the late Minister for Mines
(Mr. Gregory) on many occasions when
asked to appoint workers' inispectors,
twitted the unions with having this
power and not using it, it was perfectly
well understood that they could not use
the section, as it was rendered ineffective
and inoperative. Now it is intended to
take the matter out of the hands of the
mnen working on any one mine, and to
provide that a workmen's inspector shall
be appointed, and given the same powers
as would he given him under the existing
Act, the clause being in more workable
shape than is the section. Another pro-
vision in the Bill proposes to limit the
height of stopes in any mine to ten feet
in ordinary circumstances, the inspector
having power to allow stopes to be -worked
tip to a height not exceeding 15 feet.
Anyone with mining experience knows
that some such provision is necessary.
One of the main reasons for this is that
a man working in a stope, or in any por-
tion of the underground workings, has
on1ly one way of determining whether or
not the ground in his immediate vicinity

is safe, namely, by sounding the ground
with a steel bar. As anyone tapping a
piece of pottery or glassware can
tell by the sound emitted whether
it is cracked, so the working miner can
test the ground with his bar. It will be
seen, therefore, that for his owvn prbtectiou
the miner must be within comfortable
reach of the ground above him to be able.
to test it by this operation, and so dis-
cover whether it is safe to work under.
If, as happens in many instances, the
stop-.es are carried up not to 10 and 15
feet, but to 20 and 30 and even 50 feet,
a man has no possibility whatever of
being able to see that the conditions of the
roof are what they should be for his
safety. It is known that one of the most
fruitful causes of accident in a mine is
falls of earth, and I have no hesitation
whatever in saying from my own prac-
tical experience in mining that a man
cannot avoid falls of earth if stopes are
being worked higher than 10 to 15 feet.
Looking at the other side of the question,
it will be claimed that the refusal to allow
stoping to the same height as at present
is going to increase materially the cost
per ton of breaking ore in the mine. Pos-
sibly itN may have that effect in sonc
cases, but there are disadvantages fromn
a working point of view in carrying the
stopes too high. One of -the great reasons
wvhy stopes are carried to such a height
is that under the tearing, rushing system
which has been set up there is a constant
cry for ore for the mill; the mill must
not be hung up, and where ore can be
conveniently taken out, it is the practice
to force the stope ahead, largely in order
to keep the mill going. Now, if the
ground is of a heavy or dangerous nature
it is impossible to -work the stope above
10 or 15 feet. It is only in safe ground
that stopes are carried to these great
heights, and by adopting this practice
places whvich would be perfectly safe if
worked to a reasonable height are made
dangerous. As I said, there are disad-
vantages from a working point of view
in having the back of the stope too
far away from the rill where the
men are working. For ,instance, most
of the ore is broken by the use
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of rock drilling machines; these
machines weigh anything from 300 to 350
pounds, and it can easily be understood
that a great amount of unnecessary labour
is involved in dragging a machine up a
sto])e 20, 30, or 40 feet in height and
placing it in position there. That has to
be done very frequently, because whenever
a stop~e has to be fired out, when the ore is
being, broken by an explosive, the machine
and every other tool in the stope has to be
taken down to a place of safety.

Mr. Foley: They look after the
machines pretty well.

NMr. MULLANY: They do, because the
machines cost money. It will he readily
understood that the very fact of taking
the machine and the tools down from the
face and stowving them away from the
effect of the firing, then having to drag
them back again and replace them in
p~osition, must involve a considerable
aimount of labour. Any man who has
had underground experience in a mine
has seen men employed for more than
half a shift in getting their machines uip
into p~osition in order to continue their
work. Further thani that, there is a
general feeling of insecurity on the part
of the men when working in such' places,
and tnder those conditions satisfactor~y
work cannot be done. Therefore, I trust
this clause will be carried without amend-
mient. I believe it is one of the most vital
clauses of the Bill, and that it will do a
great; deal to obviate the many mining
accidents which are occurring every week.
I am willing to admit that no matter how
carefully a mine may be conducted acci-
dents will occur, but it is our duty to
do all we possibly can to prevent the
accidents which are happening so fre-
quently to-day in the mines throughout
the State. -It is also intended to imtit
the height to which rising can be carried
to 20 feet. Rising is admitted to be one
of the most unhealthy forms of work
that. a miner is called upon to do. In
explanation of the system of rising, I
may say that where different levels are
to he connected, instead of working down
from the uipper level and hauling the ore
up, they commence working from- the
lower level and work upwards, and the

conditions surrounding the work with one
of these rock drilling mines in the con-
lined space of a rise will be readily un-
derstood.' I claim that the abolition of
rising as proposed in the Bill is not
going to do much harm. to the mine own-
ers, for the reason that a machine called
the Hlolman hoist has come into general
use in the mines for hauling the ore out
of wvinzes, having replaced the old sys-
temt of hand hauling by windlass. This
is a very handy machine and any ordinary
practical miner is quite competent to han-
dle it. The use of the Holman hoist has
considerably rednced the cost per foot of
winlzing-, and therefore we are doinig no
harm at all in limiting- the p~ractice of
rising". This provision allowing for 20
feet of rising to be done is inserted, I
believe, with a view to permitting any
mine wishing to make a connection with
a higher level to pnt up a short rise so
that the miners may then begin to stope
off.. That is all that is necessary for the
p~ractical working of a mine and with this
limitation rising can very well be abol-
ished. Another most important clause
is one which will undoubtedly receive
strenuous opp~osition from the mine
owners throughout the State, and that is
tlie .clause which proposes to abolish the
night shift between midnight and S a-m.
Thig would be a great step indeed towards
preserving and safeguarding the health
of the men employed in the mining indus-
try. Having regard to the fact that these
mines are worked continuously from mid-
night on Sunday till 10 p.m. on Saturday,
one does not require any great imagina-
tion to form some idea of what the con-
dition of the air must be in the mine&
towards the end of the wveek. I believe
that many people, probably many mcii
hers of this House, have a, very vague idea
as to wvhat the underground portions of a
mine are really like, and it is difficult for
them to get an understanding of the con-
ditions. If we can imagine a building
such as this Parliament House including
the corridors, Chambers, and all other por-
tions of the structure placed at a distance,
of from a quarter to half a mile under-
ground, ventilated only by a chimney en-
tering into this Chamber and another

4556



[12 DECEMBER, 1912.] 45

.ehimniey entering where the Legislative
Council is; wvith the corridors represent-
ing the drives, the rooms and the Chain-
betrs representing the vacant spaces from
-which the payable ore has been extracted,
bearing in mind that these two chimneys
are the only Means of ventilation for the
whole of that extensive uindergrTound area,
we can form some idea of what the condi-
tions. of a mine are. I want to empha-
sise the point that the only means. of ven-
tilation are the shafts at either end and
these in some cases extend to half a mile
below the surface. Let uts consider the
ease of a man working underground on
night shift. le has to try to get his rest
,during the day, and he does not reside in
a cool brick house but in a galvanised
iron structure. Just imagine what that
man's physical state must be towards the
end of the week when he has 'been work-
ing and living in conditions such as these,
We know that it is almost impossible for
him to sleep) in the daytime, and at the
time when his natural inclination -would
be to go to sleep be has to descend into
the dusty and smoke-laden atmosphere of
the Minle and is supposed to dTo effective
work for the wages lie receives. It is a
matter of ])hysical impossibility' for a
worker to do justice to himself and his
employers uinder such conditions and al-
though legislation such as this, forbidding
the working of night shifts, may appear
new, still it is niot a new -proposal at all. I
remember many years ago when I was a
younger man I was employed in the mines
at Ben digo and there was a mining in-
vesto-, as distinct from a speculator, Mr.
George Lansell . whom I think we can
claim to be the greatest mining investor
that Australia has ever possessed. He
carried on extensive mining operations,
he owned exclusively many mines employ-
ing hundreds of men, and held sufficient
shares to have a controlling influence in
other companies; and yet in no single
mine with which he was connected would
he allow night shifts to be worked. Thai
attitude was not due to philanthropic mo-
tives; he was a business man who de-
voted the whole of his life to mining, and
he considered it was not a payable pro-
position to ask men to work underground.

onl night shift as is being done in this
State. f think that is evidence that the
costs are not going to be increased by a
very great amount. I noticed that in a
leading article in the West Australian
although the tenor of it generally was
severely condemnatory of the Bill, it was
admitted that the loss of efficiency in the
labour employed onl night shift was at
lest 25 per cent. Admitting that these
figures are correct, although I consider
they are under-estimated, I believe I am
correct in saying there is a loss of effici-
ency amlounting to not less than 40 per
cent. in the labour employed on the night
shift but allowing that one quarter of
the men are employed on the night
shift-they do not employ as many as in
the day shifts--the figures given by the
W~est Australian, which paper in this in-
stance was ridiculing the abolition of the
night shift, show that at least 5 per cent.
of the labour employed in the mines is
lost. If the present or any other Govern-
ment brought forward a proposal -which
would inflict this percentage of luss on
thle companies, the companies would be
racking their brains to find ways to com-
bat such a proposal. I believe this bogey
of increasing the cost can he overcome
to a great extent if the mine owners re-
cognise the necessity for doing away with
the nig-ht shift and fall in with the views
expressed in the Bil. There is no p~ro-
pose1 to bring this into force hurriedly.
It is not proposed to bring the clause
into operation until 1014 so that the corn-
paines will have ample time to adapt their
mines to the sistered conditions. It would
mnean that more working faces would
have to be opened uip and that more room
would have to be provided for the em-
ployment of more men on the day shifts.
This would be one of the most benceial
prop~ositions which could be brought for-
ward in the way of doing something to
improve the health and working condi-
tions of the men in the mines. Speaking
just. now regarding the late Mr. George
Lansell as a mining investor, I think I
might he allowed to say that if we bad
some men of this gentleman's stamp in
Western Australia, the mining industry
would be in a much more flourishing con-
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dition than it is to-day. His record stands
out prominently among the mining in-
vestors of Australia, although a member
of this House a few weeks ago stated that
any other man, even if he lived to be
1,000 years, could not put up a record like
his in assisting mining. 1 commend the
record of Mr. Lansell to this gentleman,
the member for Pingelly (Air. Harper),
and if we contrast the records of these two
gentlemen I am sure that the palm will
not be awarded to the member for Pin-
gelly. Ihave no desire to dilate on this
matter, but having heard the hon. mem-
ber making a boast of his record I
thought I would recommend him to read
of what Mr. Lansell has done and if he
does so it should induce the hon. member
to mend his ways in this direction. An-
other matter is the proposal to abolish
piece-work or contracting underground.
I know perfectly well that this proposal
wvould perhaps not be received with fav-
our by the whole of the miners working
underground. At the same time it is un-
doubtedly my opinion that it would be
well for the industry and well for the
miners if we could abolish it, and not-
withstanding that T may offend some men,
I am prepared to give expression to these
views here or anywhere else. I am not
one of those who claim that all the faults
are on the side of the mine-owners. I
know they are not, and I am not going
to blame any mine manager or mine-
owvner in particular, but I condemn the
system of piece-work or contracting on-
derground which has grown up. If the
contracting were carried out in a proper
manner there would not be such great
objection to it, although I believe we can
do without it in any shape or form. The
present system merely sets one man
against another. Members of the Op-
position will say that this gives the effi-
cient man the due reward of his labour.
That might be so from their point of
view, but this fact stands out that the
competition system induces men to take
mining risks which they would not take
if they were working on wages. They go
back into the dust and smoke sooner
than they would if they were working on
wages, for the reason that by so doing

they are able for a short period perhaps
to earn a few shillings per day more than
the ruling rate. These men require to be
protected against themselves just as much
as they require legislation to make the
mine-owners give helter working condi-
tions underground. The men are to blame
just as much as the mine-owners, and we
are here to try to do something for them,
and I think the figures I gave prove that
something is necessary and that the abo-
lition of this system would be a step in
the direction of improvement. Of course
we will be met with objection that this
will increase the mining costs and one
reason which will be given is that under
the contracting System the mine-owners
get more work out of the men and the
same amount of supervision is not re-
quired. The need for supervision is one
of the principal reasons why something
of this sort is necessary. There should
be supervision and the whole of the mines
regulations are set out to see that there
is good and efficient supervision of mhin-
ing operations underground. If a mine
manager is carrying out these regulations
and if there is efficient supervision, es-
pecially to see that the men are working
in safety as far as operations can be so
carried on, the supervisor can at the same
time see whether the men are doing thier
work or not. Again, it will he said that
there is only one way of judging which
man or party of men are doing their work
efficiently. I say there are other ways
and it can be easily found out without
cbasing men with a -tape underground.
If the shift boss or under-manager going
around cannot tell from observation
which man or party of men are doing
their work fairly, hie is not fit to hold the
position he occupies. Any man who goes
through stopes or the working parts of
a mine can fairly well follow the work
done there from the time he last visited
it, and the provision made for supervi-
sion will cost very little more to insure
that that supervision is efficient and that
the men give a fair day's work for a fair
day's pay. Any mining or other com-
pany is entitled to have that done. The
matter of the employment of aliens is aot
one on which I wish to touch at any
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great length. There are other members
who have had more experience of this
phase of the question than I have had,
but instances have come under my ob-
servation on the fields where Britishers
and Australians who were trying to raise
families were put out of work and their
places were taken by young unnaturalised
aliens, This is an injustice. There is no
racial feeling on my part. I have no
objection to Italians or other foreigners;
they are as good as any Britisher when
they conforin to our conditions, but the
man who does not think sufficient of
Australia to become naturalised, to take
on the full duties of citizenship cannot
complain if he is to some extent legislated
against. I do not wish to go into the
reasons for the employment of aliens,
but I say we are only doing our duty in
seeing that the advantages. of employment
are made available to or own people
first before an undue proportion of un-
naturalised aliens are allowed to come in
and crowd any industry. Therefore I
trust that this clause will he passed with-
out any amendment. There are other
-clauses of a minor nature but those on
which I have touched I believe are the
most vital portions of the Bill and as I
-said at the outset, T want to appeal to
members of both Houises to give these
amendments fair and impartial considera-
tion, to view them from both points of
view in order to assist to do something to
make the conditions, and health of the
miners better and to ask -themselves
whether the Bill is really going to unduly
b3arass the industry. I do not think there
will ho such a great amount of injury
done to the industry. but if the amend-
ments are carried I am sure there will
be a great improvement in the conditions
anti health of thie men employed. There-
fore, as. a man whose livelihood, whether
'inside or outside of Parliament. depends
on the mining industry. I trust that -this
Bill will be carried th~rough both Houses
practically wkithout amendment.

Ron. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : A
measure of this importance in my opinion
demands much better consideration than
-re can possibly hope to give it at the

fag end of the session, and I must admit
that I fail to see why the introduction
should have been delayed so long, because
it is essentially a machinery measure,
although involving many of the principles
mainly supported by followers of the pre-
sent Government, and to my mind, it could
have been drafted with the assistance of
the Minister's expert officers of the de-
partmnent, and members might have had
the measure two or three months earlier.
To ask uis to consider a Bill of this des-
eription which from beginning to end,
when not setting forth principles, which
1 think will interfere very largely with
the industry itself, goes on to amend the
different sections of the existing law, I
say to consider that Bill thoroughly would
take a good many days. One should have
the old legislation together with this pro-
posed new legislation and take it clause
by clause and mark out what is new, with
a view of making notes as to what has
been in force in the past. I have been
qulite unable to take this course owing to
the fact that we have had the Bill only a
day or two and have had plenty of work
sinc-e the Bill was placed before us. An-
other reason why I regret the lateness of
the introduction of this measure is that
-when -we legislate for a large industry,
the principal industry of the State, or in-
deed an industry of any magnitude upon
which so munny interests depend, the work-
ers and capitalists alike, we ought to give
both sections of those to be affected a fair
chiance of studying the proposed legisla-
tion for themselves in order that they
may make proper representations to legis-
lators and in order that they may, if
necessary, confer one with the other to
get as perfect an Act of Parliament as
we can possibly devise.

Yr. Underwood: The secretary of the
Chamaber of 'Mines has had a look at it.

Hon. PRANK WILSON; I admit at
once, so far as I am concerned that I
should like to have the benefit of the know-
ledge of experts in the mining industry to
assist me in coming to a conclusion on
such an important measure, and I say that
if we pass our legislation without due con-
sideration, if we pass it in the hurried

9

4559



4560 [ASSEMBLY.]

manner in which we shall have to pass
this Bill-

Air. AMunsie: Not necessarily.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Absolutely,

unless the hon. member wants to sit in
the summer.

Mr. Foley: I would sit here six months
to see this Bill through.

Air. Green : We will be quite pirepared
to do that.

Hon. FRANK 'WILSON: I would be
prepared also, but I do not think the hon.
member's leader wvould agree to that. If
we pass this measure it will undoubtedly
cause serious injury to the industry7 and
not only are we likely to cripple that in-
dustry, but we shall injure the workers.

Mir. Mullany: We are representing the
workers and we will take (hat risk.

Hon. FRANK WITLSON: That is just
the admission I wanted to draw from the
hon. member. We have it now that this
Bill is drafted on behalf of one section
of the commuinity.

Mir. i\.ullany: I never said the Bill,
I said the workers.

Hoii. FRANK WILSON: The hon.
member represents the wvorkers then, and
no one else.

1%h. Mullany: Where they work with
their brains and hands. Those who wvill
not work are not worthy of represent a-
tion.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: When the
lion, member has concluded his speech I
will resumte. His duty is not to repiresent
one section, but the whole community,
and hie ought to take an interest in pre-
serving the mining industry on behalf of
those who have money invested in it.

Air. Underwood: What he said was
that hie would take the risk on behalf of
the wvorkers.

MAr. SPEAKER: Order!
Bon. FRANK WILjSON: The hon.

member who has just interjected has been
asleep. Perhaps if he goes round quietlyv
and asks the member for Menzies (Mir.
Alnllany) what hie did s'y, he will learn.
The position is just this, and we have an
admission al once that this Bill is brought
down at a late stage of the session, almost
at the closing moment, and it has been
drafted according to the member for Men-

ales' interjection, particulairly on behalf
of the workers. I do not object to it
being drafted on behalf of the workers in
the mining industry--

Mir. Foley: That is hardly fair.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do niot ob-

ject to it beig drafted for that purpose
and I (10 not object to the hon. member
discussing it from that aspect, bitt let me
point out that if that be the case and if
the Bill injures the industry it must also
injure the wvorkers.

,Ali. Mullany : Show us how.
lion. FRANK WILSON: If the hon.

member will give ine a chanice I will show
him, but while he keeps yapping and in-
terjecting I cannot possibly get on with
mn'y arguments.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The lion.
member for Menzies has already spoken
and there have been too many interjee-
tions altog-eiher.

lion. FRANK WILSON: The Minis-
ter has brought along his measure but he-
has kept it dark it) to the last moment
.and now he says, "Here you are; here is
tite Bill," Tim Bill will revolutionise the
mining industry in this State and the
M\in ister knows wvell ire cannot consider it
properly. I think the Minister ought to
be prepared to let. it remain at that and
bring it down next session.

Mir. Poley: No such thing.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: If (lhat is so,

,and that app~arently is the position, I
would be more than grateful to him if hie
said so at once. It is the ordinary course
which is taken in most Parliaments in the
British Emipire. Important measures of
this sort which will revoluttonise an in-
dustry one way or the other, either for its
betterment or its detriment. are often
brought down, the second reading moved,
and then left for consideration in the
subsequent session so that everyone may
hfave the opportutnity of becoming con-
versant with the proposals and being in
the position to form conclusions as to
whether it would be to the benefit of the
wvhole that they should be passed. So far
as I can judge this Bill will, if passed,
revolutionise the mining industry, and to
my' mind it will cripple that industry to
an enormous extent. \We already have
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evidence of mines which have been worked
on. a ver-v large scale being closed down
owing to the fact that the working costs
could not be broughit to that low figure to
enable the propositions to be worked and
show a miargin of profit. We know that
the mining industiy which has meant so
much to the State in the past is certainly
on the wante, and I think we can admit
that position without being unpatriotic or
without desiring to decry such a great in-
duskry as the mining industry has been in
Western Australia, mid I ask hion. uelu-
bers and the Mlinister whether it is the
proper course to pursue or whether it is
a beneficial course at this stage of the
mining industry to bring in a measure
which, if it carries out all the provisions
contained in it. if it is properly adminis-
tered, must of necessity increase the cost
of the working of the principal mines and
must of necessity,' to wy way of thinking
cripple the industry to a grea extent, Let
-us look at thie main provisions embodied in
the Bill. First we have the abolition of
night shifts underground. I do not think
there has ever been a demand f rom a
majority that night work should be abol-
ished.

Mr. Foley. There has been.
Air. Green:- For years past.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not

think there has been, and I should like to
have proof. I ain not prepared to take
the hon. members' wvord for it. I am
satisfied of this, that if you took a poll
of miners to-morrow you would not get
a majority' in favour of the abolition of
night work.

Mir. Alunsie: You would not get ten
to vote in favour of night work.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I would be
prepared to put a little bit on that state-
ment.

The Mlinister for Works: No betting.
31r. AMunsie: You have not been there.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have. I

was one of the first in the State to run a
-gold inine and I anu sorry to say that in
those (lays we did not have all the facii-
ties which exist now, and whichi go to-
-wards economical working. If those con-
ditions had exvisted the chances are that
.the jproperty -would still be working

The Minister for Works : Did you say
you were managing it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Yes, for a
time.

The Minister for Works : And it
closed down.

I-Ion. FRANK WILSON: Yes, it closed
down, but let me inform the Minister for
Works that some buildings he has put up
have been pretty well blown down.

The M1inister for Works :You canniot
name them.

Hon. FRANK WILSON :The Minis-
ter tried to erect a shed in the North-
WVest and it blew away from him and it
nearly' blew him away as well. I1 do not
mean to infer that hie was responsible for
that, hut surelly he does not make ine re-
sponsible for the lack of gold which was
in the stone that I was mining. The lion.
gentleman uses his usual style of sneering.

The Mlinister for Works : No, I
iinuply asked a question.
lion. FRANK WILSON:- Yes, so as

to let hon. members put their own con-
struction on it. Mlining all over the world
has been carried on, both by day and by
night, and I should like to ask the coal
miners of Collie whether they would be
prepared to do awvay with night shifts.

The Minister for Mines : This does not
apply to coal mining.

Air. Mlunsie : They do not work at
nigh t.

Hon. FRANK WILSON ; It has been
asked that there should be night shifts
in the gold mines. They want continuous
work in the gold mines. What would
it macan to knock off night shifts q1 It
would mean a decreased output and a re-
duction in the number of men employed.

Mr. McDonald :You cannot prove
that.

H-lon. FRANK WILSON : I can prove
it: I have been connected with mining for
a good ma my years, and I can prove it in
other industries with which I have been
connected for nmore years than the hon.
member has lived. Wherever you have
extensive plants in which hundreds of
thousands Of pounds have been sunk it is
always economy to keep those plants run-
ning continually if you can do so, and
it munst of necessity appeal to every hon.
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member that if you have a large contin-
uous treatment plant at work as we have
on a number of big gold mines in the
State we must of necessity employ at
limes and more often than other-
wvise men underground on a night
shift. The abolition of the igh,,t shift
will mean retarding the industry, inter-
fering with the freedom of the mnen
who want to work, and it will also mean
the possible closing down of some of the
mines which cannot possibly exist unless
they keep running continuously. We are
to be asked by' this legislation to make
it illegal for a man to take contract works
or accept piece work. We are coming to
a nice pass. We are to legislate to pro-
rent a gang of miners to take a con-
tract to sink a shaft, and that is to be
illegal. They are not to be allowed to
earn more than the regulation wage. A
inan is not to get the benefit of his skill
or his extraordinary abilitY. Hie must
be brought down to the same level as the
poorest workman in the mine, and lie is
to receive the standard pay for his seven
or eight hours' work and thiat only. There
are hundreds and thousands of workers
in the State who will give members no
thanks if they prevent them from work-
ing at piece work. If the member for
Forrest (Mr. 0 'Log-hlen) was in his place
he would bear me out in that statement.
Timber hewers want to work on piece
work, they do not 'want day wages. A
nian wants to get the full benefit of his
skill and if lie can earn l or 30s. a day,
as many men can do and have done to
my knowledge, then he does not want to
be forced to go onl day wages and only
earn the standard rate of pay. I think
it is surely a wrong principle. Why
should not a man have full advantage
of his skill and take full advantage of
ihe expert knowledge hie has been able
to attain through perhaps having served
a long apprenticeship to a special class
of work? After all said and done is this
not a matter for the Arbitration Court to
decide. Tf they deem it advisable to grant
an award in this direction should we in
this Chamber be asked to pass legislation
to prohibit what every man ought to have
a right to do and enjoy without having

to adduce the details of evidence before
us to enable us to come to a right and
just conclusion. I1 am satisfied that the
miners on the goldfields of Western Aus-
tralia do not want to be prohibited from
taking on contract or piece work, in fact
my experience in the Arbitration Court
goes all in the other war. I could get
the secretary of a union occasionally on
the flute eloquently protesting against
contract work, but whenever I got
a, inan iii the hox who wa~s in thie habit
of taking- on contract work, he protested
ageainst any interference with his busi-
ness. Then we have thea proposal to limit
the hours of work to 44 a week instead
of 47 or 48 hours as are worked at the
present timue. Here again are we not
over-riding tlie funejinuis of the Arbitration
Court-? We have spent weeks in trying
to pass an Arbitration Bill that would
be acceptable alike to the employer as to
the employee in this State. We have
oly) lately appointed managers to meet
mnanagers of another place to effect a com-
promise, so that ilhe arbitration measure
can becomie law, It is now passed and it
is to become law. Why should we be
asked to legislate on one of the muain ques-
tions on which the Arbitration Court
should be asked- to decide, the hours of
labour in any industrial pOursuit in the
State. The next main principle is that
we are asked to legislate that only one
alien shall be employed to ten Britishers.
If that is not carrying legislation to the
height of absurdity, 1 do not know what
is.

Mr. Lander: Do you think the foreign
labour has gone too far in this country?

lion. 'FRANK WILSON: I do not
thlink we have gone too far in any direc-
tion in this country at present.

Mr. 3lunsie: We do know, thotigh.
lIron. FRANK WILSON: I do not

think the lion. mnember does know. The
lion. miember has admitted that lie is here
to represent one class only. I have
pointed, out to him that hie should try
to rise above that position, that he should
enideavour to represent all classes. Why
should nlot the foreigner work in our
mines as wvell as hie works in other indus-
tries, as long as he is able to do the work

a
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properly? H1Ie has been admitted into
our State and is allowed to live within
our borders.

Mr. Hlarper: The maanager is the best
judge.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Are we to
have hinm kout of the mining industry; are
we to have him out of the timber industry;
are wve to have him out of our local shops
and I hen out of the Government service,
beca use there are a number of f oreignmers
in our p~ublic service and some of the best
unionists iii the country?1

Mir. Green:. They -would not allow you
ini a foreign country -without becoming

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Think of it
now. I should like the hon. member to
go to a foreigu country and locate himself
there and see what he would say if thle
authorities told him that he must become
naturalised or else that hie must get back
to his own country.

Mr. Given: If you go to America, they
make you become naturalised.

lion. FRANK WILSON: If you go to
Ameica. you can work anywhere you like,
you are not pledged to become naturalised
at all, and America is, getting half a
million of people. every year.

Mr. Green: They become naturalised
as soon as they get there.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No. I know
scores of them.

Mlr. George: A're you naturalised?
21r. Green: No; I am an Australian,

and that is why I am standing up for
Australianus.

R-on. FRANL\K WILSON: Then you
did not becomue naturalised- as soon as
you landed in A.merica. The idea of intro-
dcing a measure of this kind with such
unjust provisions. I have not the slightest
objection to limit the number of aliens
who cannot speak our language, but onee
yuu admit aliens into this country you
cannot refuse to allow them to work.
1 do not object to proper restrictions
being made in regard to the introduction
of aliens so long as you do not overstep
the mark and bring about retribution
on our heads. Alt these things have to
be clone in moderation, but I object that
because I happen to have a mine and

there happens to be half a dozen or a
dozen foreigners working in that mine
who may be able to understand the Ian-
enage. every bit as well as I do myself,
that they should be hounded out unless
I employ nine Britishers to every for-
cig-ner. Besides it makes no difference..
They have to he employed somewhere.
RI only means distributing themn in other
mines or in other callings. These mcei can-
not starve. If you hound themn out of every
calling they will become a burden on the
State unless you deport themn and that
becomes a very diffletilt matter. Then
we hiave the next main principle embodied
in the B~ill, that is the right of a Gov-
emnent official to sample mines. I believe
the Government should have the right in
special circumstances to insist on the saju-
pling of mines by experts. but I do not
think there should be an all-round au-
thority given to even the Slate AMining
Engineer or any of his subordinate ofri-
eceis to enter a mine whenever he thinks
ft and sample it. It ought to ho done
thrnugh the Government, and the order
should hie issued by the Oovernmeni,
through the Minister,' and in that way
only. The last mnain principle I can see
that it is necessary to mention, is the
mines regulation board. That board ought
not to he left openL to he appointed from
any section of the community. It ought
to he a hoard representing all interests.

Mr. Green: Hear, hear.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I thiought

members would applaud that. It should
represent all interests and that ought to
he embodied in the Bill.

Mr,. Foley: It is embodied.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: The hon.

membher will be able to point out that dif-
ference by' and by in Committee. Evi-
dently he knows more ahout the Bill than
the Minister himself. These main priv-
ciples are such that if they are placed on
the statute-book they will revol 'tiouise
this industry. They will have a ten-
denev to restrict that industry rind reduce
tlie output enormously, and they certainly
will have the elfeer of reducing the avenuies
of employment for the workers veryV con-
siderably. I dIo not Iplope--e to lake Up
more imne of the House. The object of
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Ministers, whether it be of members or
not, is to get through the business by to-
morrow night in order that we maly pro-
rogule. We have been sitting here for
six months, live and a half at any rate,
and it is up to us to get rid of the business
on the Notice Paper and wind up the
session as soon as possible.

Mr. Gree: I thought YOU said you
would go on for another six lukutlis.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: 1 have plenty
of staying power left, but it is out of
pity and out of consideration for hon.
members wvio are worn out and tired.
But the Government are not treating the
House fairly; certainly they are not treat-
ing their followers fairly by bringing
down important legislation at the fag end
of a session, without giving it that due
consideration to which it is entitled.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly) : I do not
intend to say much on [his BillI but I
certainly regret very much that a measure
so important to the State and to the peo-
pie of Western Australia should be
bronght in at this very late hour of the
session. I certainly think it would have
been wise on the part of Ministers to
postpone these amendments to the Mines
Regulation Act until next session. Cer-
tainly there are a lot of debatable ques-
tions to he dealt with. JIt would be only
just to, allow us to have time to consider
the aspects of the questions embodied in
the Bill. I certainly think it would
be advisable to have a Commission of
various expe~rt men appointed to draft
some regulations for this purpose. I
think this Bill is an important one to
bring in so late in the session, as it wilt
most seriously affect mining in Western
Australia. At present we'have a great
number of mines working practically to
paly wages, and quite half the big com-
panies of this State are only clearing
expenses, and any imposition imposed on
them will tend to close them down. I
notice that some of the amendments make
the conditions more agreeable for men to
work under than the existing conditions,
but snrely the managers of the mines
nre the best judges as to whether a night
shift shalt be worked or not. Anyone
working in a mine knows that the mana-
ger as well as those employing him will

not go in for a night shift if he can
avoid it. Everyone knows that the night
shift is objectionable, but still I presume
Parliament does not take on the respon-
gibility of supervising and managing
mines, and I presume the best expert
knowledge is obtained to look after the
industry. For that reason 1 think the
managers are certainly the best judges.
Every mining mail knows that the night
shift does not give the same results as
the ly shift. The supervision is more
dijljeult. Supervision in mining is always
difficult. No great amount of contract
would be carried out if those employed iii
the milling industry were to give a fair
day's work for a fair day's pay. That
really is the cause of the c ontract system
being so largely carried out.

Mr. Foley: You admit it is a speed-
ing-up system?

Mr. HARPER: I notice is has been
said that contract work has been largely
abolished right through the Murchison
goldfields, but that is not a very bright
example to bring before us at the pre-
sent time, because a large number of the
mines on the Murchison that were working
at one time are not working to-day. Any-
one going through the mining districts
of Western Australia coud see empty
townships, empty houses, and places very
much neglected and forsaken. The con-
tract question has been one of great im-
}iortance, itot only in this State, but in
Broken Hill and many other places iii
Australia. It is only one way of getting
as much work done as can be for the
money paid. We must realise that the
mining industry is in great difficulties
and is struggling under very trying con-
ditions to make both ends meet. We all
know that the dividends of mines are
being gradually reduced, and that some
of the big mines of Western Australia
are struggling to keep the men employed.

The Minister for Mines: Is there no
other asset worthy of consideration ex-
cepit dividends?

Mr. HARPER: The men working in
mines -are men of considerable intelli-
gence, and if they know that the work
is injurious or is not as agreeable or
pleasant as other occupations, they would
not certainly remain at it. The trouble
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;that a large number of miners will
outinue to follow the occupation when
hey should not do so. A change of occu-
ation would be to their advantage, but
iany of them are very reluctant to adapt
hemselves to these conditions, and there

Sno doubt that thiey continue working
-i mines long after they should change
heir occupation. A great deal has been
aid about inspectors and sub-inspectors.
)ne thing that 'would avoid and minimise
ecidents in mines to a very great extent

vould be chang-ing in the face, or in the
tope, or wherever the men are working.
Vhen I was managing that wavs the sys-
em adopted. There is no better inspector
f mines or expert than those who have
ecu working in the shift previous to the
Licceeding shift, because they can point
ut to the succeeding shift where slides
.rc likely to take place and the dainger-
iUs places where accidents are likely
o occur. That would prevent many
ecidents Iht occur now. There are
anny times when there are pharges

hat have not exploded. That has been
be cause of a large number of accidents
ri mines. If the shifts were to change

lite face, at large number of these acci-
ents would be avoided. It is impossible
hat any inspection or supervision of
lines will prevent accidents, hecause of
lie nalure of the work.

The Premier: The trouble is they are
ot accidents, a great number of them.
Air, HARPER: I. 1would like to informn

he Premier that no one, more thank the
ianager, regrets the cause of accidentls;
hey are more harrassing to him, more
rouble to hiua, and have more serious
onsequences for him than anyone elsc,
nd probably remain longer in his mem*-
r.
Mr. Foley: With some managers at man
killed on the mine and they do not know

Mir. HARPER : I think the hon. mneini-
er is exaggerating a hit in that direction.
Mr. Foley: I can prove it.
M~r. HARPER: I know that it is one

f the most difficult, serious, and regret-
Lble of all things to the mine manager.
can fissure hon. members that a large

umiber of these accidents are contributed
)by the mien themselves. They take

risks; they even take risks that the irana-
gei' does not want them to take.

*M-%r. Foley: They have to do it under
the contract system.

Mr. HARPER: They put aside the fact
of waking themselves safe and trust to
Providence, aind take too many risks in
a great many cases, If the men were
educated, or if they endeavoured among
themselves to try to assist one another
to prevent accidenits, not nearly, so many
accidents Would take place.

The Minister for Alines: They have not
much time for anything- but breaking
ground.

M r. HARPi ElR: I gather from the mnem-
her for AMenzies (iMr. Mullany) that nin-
img is a very injurious occupation, hut at
the same time a large number of the mem-
bers on the Government side of the House
would prevent foreigners from working
on mines. On the one hand they declare
mining is an injurions occupation and
one that in some members' opinion should
not be allowed to exist, but at the same
time they -were advocating the prevention
of aliens from working in the mines.

lkIr. Foley: That is the only good point
about you. You did not employ too many
of them. You knew too much for that.

Mir. HARPER: The argument of the
member for Menzies seems to me to be in-
consistent. No doubt the mines in West-
eim Australia are very much healthier
than some of the mines alluded to by pre-
vious speakers For instance, the Ben-
digo, mines were the most unhealthy I sup-
pose in the Commonwealth; they were
badly ventilated and very deep. Their
mining was very different to oars; they
had small flat reefs termed saddle-back
reefs where they could work a large num-
ber of faces and keel) their antiquated
plants going. Tn this State the plants
used are at the highest state of efficncy
and must be kept running continuously.
Anyone can examine the returns from
the Boulder Perseverance and Associated
and several of the big mines of Western
Australia and see that they are strug-
gling to make both ends meet, and that
if anmy impositions are Passed on them
different from what they are working
under now, the result must be that a large
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number of those now working in these
mines will be out of employment. With
regard to 2Oft. being the limit for rising,
it is a very short distance indeed. There
are many places in Western Australia
where it will be a great disadvantage to
the mine in not being allowed to rise a
reasonable distance or as far as the man-
ageinenit or the contractors or those puit-
ting uip the rises deem expedient. For
instance, in wet ground with a lot of
water to bail, it will be impossible to sink
winzes and make connections with the
lower levels. Of course every connection
increases the ventilation and makes the
mine healthier to work in and greatly im-
the conveniences of working.

Mr. Foley: One good pump can take
all the water out of any winze in Western
Australia.

Mr. HARPER: It would he impossible
to get pumps in many of the wiazes.

Mr. Foley: They can work a pmp on
any air pipe going into a ninze.

Mr. HARPER: There are lots of mines
that have no compressed air.

Mr, Foley: Then a 2in. steam pipec
would do it.

Mir. HARPER: A steam pipe would
make it very injurions for those working
below, or would make it very hot.

The Minister for Mifnes: The clause
makes pror.ision where winzes cannot be
carried out.

Mr. HARPER: There are many places
[lint would suffer through the mine not
being allowed to put up rises. If any-
one lets a contract for winzing or rising
the contractor puts up the greater portion
of the connections by rises, -is it does not
necessitate hauling- the bulk of the mate-
rial, which is a very important item, and
it obviatesq the necessity for- doing a lot
of shovelling. It would certainly add to
the cost of mining if rising is abolished.
T do not think I need say anoy more on
this Bill. There is a great conflicting
question in that altered conditions will
act very seriously and hamuper the mining
industry. As members know, a great
number of mines. are struggling to make
ends mneet,' and it wvill be a vrn senious
blow to the working population of the
goldfields if they cease operations. I

cannot emphasise the feet too much the
the industry cannot stand any more o
the new conditions set out in the Bill.

Mr. Mfunsie;, That is why they hay
p~aid over £22,000,000 in dividends.

Mr. HARPER: That is the worst o
figures. It is what the industry is goin
to pay that is the trouble. It is ne
what it has paid, but what it is going t
pay. The dividends paid have been con
fined to two or three mines, and if w
make conditions for those two or thre
mines, we cannot differentiate betwee
them and thme scores of struggling prc
pert ies. There are, possibly, four or fly
mines paying dividends in Western Au-
tralia, but we have all the others to coE
sider. If we pass the Bill it will be th
means of closin g down a number of then
which would not be in the interests o
the men they employ. The mnen are th
best judges of the position, and they pr(
fer to remain at work in the mines unde
the existing conditions. So far as I se4
we cannot do anything to improve thos
conditions. Each mine is worked on
commercial basis, and everyone know
[lint the higher the wages and the mor
exacting the conditions under which tb
mines have to be worked, the less the en
ployment offering. It is certainly regret
able, but everyone must realise that mir
ing in Western Australia is on the declino
and as we go on, unless we find new mine
in Western Australia, the prospects o
whbat has been the largest anid most irr
port ant industry in Western Australia wil
continue to pale.

The Minister for Mines: Be careful
Mat Richardson is listening.

Mr. HARPER: My troubles about 'Ma
Richardson. When I mnade those remark
oin a jireriohis occasion I was acting
the best interests of the State. What
said puit a great number of working me
on their guard. The drink trufle uip ther
has not been so flourishing since I mad
those remarks. and I think what I sai
did the miners a great deal of good.

Mr. SPEAKER: What has all thist
do with the Bill?

Mr. HARPER: I was drawn off m.
track a little, and wished to explain m,
position. When I miade those remiark
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there was a railway project advocated
to connect Leonora and 'Lawlers. We
have already several railways, particularly
the Norseman line, which have not turned
out well. The difficulty we have to con-
tend with is the encouragement and as-
sistance of mining. I do not know in
what way we can give mining a fillip.

The Minister for Mines: It has a Phil-
lip already.

Air, HARPER: I certainly think this
measure will do us serious harm, and I
hope the Minister will postpone the Bill,
until it has been thoroughly investigated,
and the best expert knowledge obtained in
regard to its provisions; then it might
more reasonably be brought down next
session.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) : In rising to
support the Bill, I would like to refer at
the outset to somne of the misrepresenta-
tions that have been indulged in already
in respect to the speech made by the
Minister for Mkines when moving tile
second reading. It will be fresh in the
minds of lion, members that when the
Minister moved the second reading hie
made certain references which are quoted
in anl interview given by the secretary of
tine Chamber of Mines, and published in
the West Australian of Monday last. In
opening that interview, Mr. Mlaughan,
the gentleman referred to, said-

On Friday evening the Minister for
Mines (Mfr. Collier) moved the second
reading of the Mfines Regulation Act
Amendment Bill- Tn doing so hie said
that the old Act of 1006 was an ex-
cnellent one and, with some inconsist-
ency, added that the new measure was
important because it altered in many
vital particulars the provisions of the
old one.

I could not uinderstand how hie caine by
his information as to what the Minister
had said in his opening speech, and I took
the trouble to look up the report pub-
lished in the Kalgoorlie M1iner of that
date. I will say the report was a fairly
good and accurate one, so far ais the
Minister's statements were concerned.
But this interview would lead the public
of Western Australia to believe that the
Minister was inconsistent in his remarks.
I am quite prepared to repeat the words
f1-571

used by the Mlinister, which were to the
effect that, in many respects, the present
Mines Regulation Act of 1906 is a
splendid one. But thle Minister went fur-
thner and stated that, in his opinion, in
many respects it did not go far enough.
He also stated that he had urged in the
House, during the passage of the present
Act, that it was, not going far enough,
and hie said that no evidence had been
brought since then to induce him to alter
his opinion. I am perfectly satisfied that
there was nothing inconsistent in the
Minister's statement.

The Minister for M-ines: Mr. Maughan
deliberately dropped that part -of my
speech, and misrepresented my remarks.

Mr. M-UNS TB: I am not going to
directly accuse the secretary of the Cham-
ber of Mlines, but I will say that either
that gentleman deliberately dropped that
portion of the statement- made by the
Minister, or else those responsible for the
publication of the interview in the Vest
Australian did so. It could only have
originated from one source or the other.
I also wish to draw further attention to
the statement. ANr. M1aughan goes on to
say-

Having just procured a copy of the
new Bill, the executive council of the
chamber held a special meceting this
morning to consider it. Members were
naturally very indignant at the treat-
ment the chamber had received from
the Government in this connection.
Although the first reading of the Bill
was moved two or three weeks ago, the
Government have not bad the courtesy
to submit a copy to the chamber, which
represents a majiority of the mine
owners in the Slate, or to vouchsafe
the slightest inkling as to the nature
of the proposals eoutaiiied in the
measure,

I think it should be well enough known
to members or the Chamber of Mines,
having regard to the requests. that have
been put in times out or number for an
amendment of the present Act. I will go
further and say that not only (lid the
Chamber of M1ines not receive a copy of
the Bill for consideration, but no trades
union or Labour organisation received a
copy of it either. I give the Minister
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credit for the attitude he adopted in the
introduction of this measure. I am gladI
to bare this opportunity of drawing
attention to the fact that the leader of the
Opposition in his speech this afternoon,
admitted that the mnining- industry is the
principal ind ustry in 'Western Australia.
He seemed to be very wroth that all
paUrties Should not have been considered.
I will endeavour to prove that all parties
have been approached in connection with
this leg-islation. The member for L'ingeliy
(M1r. Harper) suggested that before the
introduction of a Bill of this description
a Royal Commission of experts should
have been appointed to go thoroughly into
the matter. I would like to point out for
his edification that, in 1904-5 such a com-
mnission was appointed, and that it was
representative of all parties concerned,
and comprised the best experts the State
could produce. That commission satt for
nearly two years and] made various recomn-
mendations in connection with the framing-
of a Mlines Regulation Bill. Very few
indeed of the recommendations made hr
thiat commission are embodied in the ex-
isting Mlines Regulation Act. B~equest
after request has been made to have those
reilations embodied in the Act, hut up
to dlate we have failed. I am pleased to
know that the present Mitnister has pro-
vided for- the majority of these recom-
miendations to he mode law, and I trust
the House will give them every considera-
tion. It has been said that we have not
hand time to thoroughly consider the Bill,
and have not been able to get the assist-
ance of those directly concerned in the
drafting of the Bill. I have had some
experience of the mining indlustry, not
as a miember of the Chamber of Mfines,
hot as a unit taking- an act ire interest on
the workers' behalf during- the passage
through Parliament of the existing Acet,
and T sa~y, without fear of contradiction,
Ihat the existing Act was diafled and sub-
milled In thle Chamber of Mines and
;areed to b)y themn before it was intro-
dueed into thie House byv the late 'Minister
for Mlines. Further. t-le late 'Minister
for Mlines caime to Kalgoorlie id
Boiulder, practically on his own suzfges-
titin, and asked for ,a conference wilh the
reiesentat h-cs of' the different unions.

At that conference lie requested the dele-
gates to make suggestions as to what
should be embodied in the then proposed
Bill. After some four and a half hours
of discussion the assembled delegates sub-
mitted certain provisions for inclusion in
the iseasure. li respect of two of these
provisions the then Minister gave a
definite assurance that, so far as he was
concerned, if it were possible, they would
be included in the Bill. But immediately
after leaving the representatives of the
workers, he conferred with the Chamber
of Mines, wvho, of course, opposed the
inclusion in the Bill of these two provi-
sions. The result wvas that the then
Minister did not even have the courtesy
to reply or to notify the represenitatives
of the workers of his change of attitude.
The first we knew of it was when the Bill
was introduced into Parliainent, when it
became apparent that the provisions re-
quested by the conference were not in
the Bill.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: Are you quite sure
that he gave his promise?

Mr, MTJNSIE: Positive. I was one of'
those to whom he made the lpromise. I
only -wish to draw attention to this on
account of the statements made to the
effect that the present Mlinister has not
taken due precautions to give all parties
con cern ed a. say i n tlhe draf ti ng of the Bill.
He has had to guide, him the recom-
mendations of a Royal Commission comn-
prising the best excperts to he found in
Western Australi ,a, together with rep-re-
sentatives of all parties concerned in the
mining industry: hie has had tho recom-
mendations oc requests that have been
made ever since the Act of 1906 became
lhiw. hie has also hand experience of the.
working of Ihe prepsent Mines Regulation
Act up to date -through his own depart-
mental oflicers, and I am prepared to say
thant not one of Ihe conditions suggested
in the Bill is going- to have the effect that
sonic members opposite believe it will
have. First of all T wish to deal with
thc p~rinies in the Bill as they occur to
me. The first itemn is the appointment of*
workmen's inspeetors. I think ever-y lion.
member who has, taken any interest in
public life in Western Australia at any
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time during the last ten years must have
beard or known that the workers in the
mining industry have repeatedly urged
the parties who have been in power to
grant diem the right to appoint check in-
spectors. The Act of 1906 provides a
certain method, which was dealt with
fairly fully by the member for Menzies
(Mr. Mullany), but I wish to emphasise
that by drawing the attention of members
to the fact that although that provision
has been in existence since 1906, 1 chal-
lenge contradiction when I say that 'there
is no hon. member who can quote one
instance where it has ever been attempted
to be put into operation, showing con-
clusively that it is absolutely unworkable.
I want to go further and say that if any
employee, against the wish of the 'Manager
of the mine he was employed on, at-
tempted to putt the provision into opera-
tion, he wonid be looking for work the
next day- That being -the case, we can-
not expect the employees to accept that..
I ant pleased that the Bill provides for
the appointment of workmen's inspectors,
and also special inspectors. Had Such an
Act been on the statute-book during the
time of the Bullfinch boom much of the
bitterness, discontent, and actual loss of
money that occnrrred would have been
avoided, had the Government had the
right to send practical men to sample
many of those wild cats which were then
foisted upon the public. With regard to
the work-men's inspectors. I want to point
out that from my standpoint, at all events,
it is absolutely desirable that workmen
should have the right to appoin~t their own
inspectors, if for health reasons alone. It
is the customn of the Government inspec-
tors to issue notice to the inanagenient of
a mine of their intention to inspect the
mine next day. W"hen I was giving evi-
dence before the Royal Commission on
Miners' Lung Diseases I catlied attention
to that fact, and I was infronied that the
matter -was not within the scope of the
commission's inquiry, but I urged the
-necessity of taking, into consideration that
phase of the question, because the present
inspectors do not see many of the mines
in their ordinary state. The men going
on afternoon shift the day before the in-

spector is comng are given general in-
structions by the underground manager
or the shift boss to clear up the ine, and
when the inspector comes round every-
thing is spick and span, although next
day the conditions are as had as ever.
Thus the inspectors do not see the mines
in their usual state. There is one point
of the Bill Nricbh I hope the Minister will
be able to give us some definite informa-
tion upon. It is stated that the work-
inens' inspectors shall be under the au-
thority and control of the district inspec-
tors. WVhile I am prepared to admit that
they must be under the control of some-
body, I want an assurance from the M1in-
ister, if it is possible to get it, that he
will have inserted in the Bill that the
workmen's inspectors shall have the right
to sue for breaches of the Act. I do
contend that even with the hbenefits that
the appointment of workmen's inspectors
would give, if these iiispecluirs havre not
the same right as the district inspector
to initiate proceeding against employers
for breachse of the Mines Regualation Adt,
very little good will conic from their ap-
pointment- Another point that strikes
mec is the limitation of the height of
stopes. It has been argued that this is
going to increase the cost of production
considerably, but I fail to see that. The
hon. member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany)
explained clearly and eOnChiVx-ey to 11on.
mnembers that in many instances instead
of increasing thte output by working the
stopes to a greater height tin 15 feet,
they are decreasing the output by the ex-
tra -work entailed on the employees in
getting to their place of employmient. It
hans been said that there has been no
general outcry from the men for this re-
duction of the height of stopes, but my ex-
perience, at alt, events, has been that there
has been a general outcry from the men
working in the mines for something to be
done by the Legislature in that direction.
I know thle previous Government during
my term of office with the Boulder branch
of the miners' union did send a request
to us to give a specific instance of a
stope that was being worked to an uin-
reasonable height. At that particular
time I was working in a mine in which
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I am glad to say there were no stopes un-
reasonably high, but at the same time it
would have been possible to have got
hundreds of men to sign a declaration
that there wvere stopecs on the Golden Mile
being worked to a height of 20 or 30 feet.
Yect we could not get one individual work-
lag in those stopes who was prep~ared to
Make that dcclaration. I do riot blame
him. It simply meant that if thle in-
formation had been sup~plied by the indi-
vidual, the inspector would have been on
the mine next dlay and the informant
would have been looking for work on the
day following. We have bad many in-
stances of where complaints have been
made to the officials of the union by in-
dividuals working in high slopes, and the
latter have communicated imm ediately
with the Inspector of Mines; the irspee-
or has gone out on several occasions on

time Golden Mlile and ordered work to
cease in certain parts of the mine nntil
something was done to fill uip the stope.
Very often it was almost impossible to
fill it uip because the stope had been made
by underhand stoping, from the level. On
tile next day the management would take
the men working in that particular slope
to another part of the mine and send two
fresh men to work in the condemned
place. That is the way things go on con-
tinuailly. I can say as a result of my 16
years' experience in mining that no hard-
ship will he entailed on the mine-owners
by this limitation of stopes. We have en-
dieavoilred as far as possible to limit the
height of slopes to 10 feet. Whilst I am
prepared to admit that it is almost im-
possible to state the exact limit to which
stopes shall be worked, yet [lie provision
giving the inspiector power to permit a
rnrne-o'vner to work slopes to 15 feet in
Pertain cirenumstances safeguiards the in-
terests of the mine-owvner. There is an-
other provision which to my mind is
fairly important and thlat is the provi-
sion for gates or doors onl all cages in
which men are being raised or lowered.
TPo my own personal knowledge there
have beenl oil the (i olen Mlile two in-
siances; of men being killed in cages.
They' have lbeen caught up in the timber
by. somec means and liavq it their death

thereby. We bad a conference with the
Inspector of Mines some 13 months ago
and lie submitted a scheme to the Great
Boulder Perseverance. The Engineer
of that nine wvas prepared to put into,
operation a gate to be used on the
clae, and lie asked that the officials
of the union should come along and
pass their opinion on it. After
inspecting the gates I was perfectly satis-
fled that they were absolutely safe so far
as the haulage of men was concerned,
and were absolutely of no inconvenience
to the companies. The only burden which
would be entailed on the companies wvould
be a cost of about £3 10s. in putting the
gates onl. So far as I could gather from
is remarks tie inspector was satisfied, I

know the officials of the union were satis-
fied, but up to date we have been unable
to have these gates provided. Therefore
I am pleased that the Minister has made
p~rovisioni in the Hill that it shall be corn-
palsory in all cases where men are being
raised or lowered to have gates provided.
The next item I wish to refer to is the
limitation of rising. The Bill permits
of rising being done to the extent of 20
feet, but I am of opinion that is too great.
We are providing for the limitation of
stopes to 10 feet and I am of opinion that
rises should also be limited to that
height. My experience has led me to be-
lieve that the only places where it is,
necessary, in order to keep a mill going,
that rising should be done is where the
ore is being worked oat and the manage-
ment )lave not had sufficient time to con-
nect up the levels by' a ;vinze and have
to rise for a stope. That being the case
we have the limit of the height of slopes
to l0ft. and the only time it is absolutely
necessary to rise at all is for a stope.
Therefore I contend that the present
amending Bill is going even too far and
that rises could be limited not to 20 bat
to l0ft. The next i tern is the appoint-
ment of a mines regtulationi hoard. That
matter has beet, dealt with by the
leader of the Opposition and I believe
that the Minister, in reply, will give the
leader of the Opposition all the informa-
tion he desires regarding the constitution
If the board. There is one thing, I would
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like to say and that is I1 believe the num-
Jber constituting the board is too large.
The Bill provides that the board shalt be
constituted of seven muembers, five to tfrm
a quorum. 1 mnaintaini that in nine cases
out of ten where this board would be
called upon Io adjudicate, it would be a
matter of urgency and I believe that live
is too great a number lo form at quortum
in circumstances of that kind. I believe
that all the mining interests can he repre-
sented with a much smaller hoard than
seven. Somne peculiar arguments have been
used regarding the proposed abolition of
the night shift. I believe the abolition of
the night shift is only a reasonable request.
The leader of the Opposition stressed the
point that coal miners and miners in all
other parts of the world worked not only
day, but afternoon and night shifts. Tn
the Newcastle mines, which I believe are
employing as many men as any otlher
mining industry in any other part of the
Commonwealth, the men do not work
night shifts. No night shift is worked
other than by the men on the pumps
and furnaces, They are the only night
workers underground. Any member who
has been on the goldfields for any length
of time inust admit that the climatic con-
ditions of Western: Australia are against
men working on the night shift. The
member for Menzies (Mr. 'Mullany)
stressed this point and undoubtedly it is
in the best interests of the men, and I be-
lieve in the best interests of the com-
panies, that the night shift should be
abolished. Much has been said with re-
gard to the attitude of the Labour party
towards immig-ration. I say we want to
maintain the people we have in the coun-
I ' in a healthy condition rather than
worry about immigration, and the night
shiifts on the mines arc more detrimental
to the health of the employees than al-
most any otlher factor, with thc exception
perhaps of the dust. I would like to read
what Dr. Tnman. Way said before the
Royal"'Comimission which enquired into
miners' lung diseases. The doctor was
questioned and he answered as follows-

Hlave you ally views as to thle con-
tributing causes of silieosisq-- con-
sider it is due to working in dust under-

ground, especially that class of work
with machines; I think that is the worst,
judging by what the men tell me. Then
there are the hygienic surroundings, the
small amount of sunlight, especially iii
the case of men working on the night
shift. There is only one week in three
in which they see much sunshine. They
are on die night shift and then they
go home, have breakfast, and go to bed.
It is the samne again with the day shift,
which is tie only one that allows them
to see a little snshine in thle morning.
Then of course there is the bad ventila-
tion in the mines.

Three other medical men in giving evi-
dence definitely made reference to men
sleeping in underground cellars. They
stated it was inimical to their health, hut
on the Eastern Goldfields or on the whole
of the goldfields of Western Australia, if
a mnan working on night shift does not
sleep in a c;ell!ar lie has to do without
sleep, During the timne I worked in the
mines I always took fine care to have at
cellar, if it was possible to obtain one,
and though advised by medical men that
it was prejudicial to my heailth I con-
tended that some sleep) 'was necessary to
enable me to work, and I had to sleep
in a cellar or do withon~t it. There is one
other matter with regard to the night
shift to which I wish to refer, and that
is a reference in a leading article in the.
West Australian. It states-

Only a certain number of working
faces are open in a wine. To obtain
ore in the necessary quantities some of
the faces must; he continuously -worked.
To propose as a remedy to meet the
case that further working places should
be opened up is foolishness. For a
variety of reasons this course is often
impracticable. Besides, to "average"
the stone in a manner that makes our
producing mines the almuost absolutely
safe investments they) are, the ore must
be obtained in nice proportions from
particular stopes; and these proplortions
cannot be maintained unless the reef in
some sweetening stopes is worked un-
ceasingly that the proper quota may be
obtained from it. Much sympathy can
be felt with the desire of the mniner not
to work the hated night shift. But mine
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managers, as a matter of course, and
out of due regard for the economical
wvorking of their properties, employ
their men as little as possible on night
shift. It is known that the worker ac-
complishes on an average 25 per cent.
less work between midnight and eight
o'clock in the morning than on the
other shifts. Even so, it is imperative
in many cases that work should pro-
ceed throughout the 24 hours, or cease
entirely.
.Mr. Heitmann: The man who wrote

that had an intimate knowledge of min-
ing.

Air. MTJNSIE: The writer evidently
deliberately misrepresented the true
facts of the case, or else he wrote
in that strain from ignorance. Two
or three of the principal employers
of labour on the Golden Mile to-day
employ more men on the night shift
than on the other two shifts, and as
regards the sweetening slopes, and the
necessity for continuous working, my ex-
perience when there were sweetening
stopes on the Golden Mile was that at
least half a shift per fortnight was suffi-
cient to do alt the swveetening that was
necessary. Regarding the mine owners
and the 2.5 per cent, less work being done
on the night shift, I want to say that the
men employed principally are those who
are working on daily wages. They are
the mullockers and truckers. The truckers
have to do their tally on the night shift
the same as during the dlay or afternoon
shift, and if it is not done they are asked
the reason why, and they are very soon
put off if the tally is short.

Mr. Heilrnann: If the writer said that
the men were 25 per cent, less fit on the
inight shift I wvonld agrewihim

Mr. MUNSIE: I admit that in many
instances, perhaps, the miners do not do
as much work on the night shift as duing
the day or afternoon, but it is not because
they do not try; it is because they are
physically unfit. Regarding the proposed
limitation of foreigners, I fail to see how
the Government are seeking to do any in-
justice whatever to these people. I ven-
ture to say that 90 per cent, of the
foreigners employed on the mines have
been in Australia sufficiently long to he-

come naturalised if they so desire. Un-
fortunately that is not the case in other
industries in Western Australia. In the
minling industry the big majority of the
foreigners employed could be naturalised
under the Commonwealth law, and if I
for one, whether in this House or out
of it, by voicing my opinion or casting
my vote can limit the njumber of for-
eignlers employed in the mining or any
other industry, I will always do it. I
w-ant to emphasise the fact that it is in
the interests of the mining industry that
I advocate the aholition of the alien. In
foreigners, the mines are closed, and when
the men employed have been p~rin~cipally
foreigners, the mines are closed, and when
the wages have ended that has been the
end of the district altogether. I scarcely
know of an instance of foreig-ners, having
put anything into prospecting work or
having been an advantage to the cor-
munity where they happened to he in
great numbers. If we desire to do some-
thing to assist what is undoubtedly the
p~rincipal industry of Western Australia,
I contend we can do nothing better than
by limiting the number of foreigners to
be employed to each Britisher. It may
he argued, and I believe figures can be
brought to prove that tHie foreigners cost
more so far as compensation is concerned
than the average Britisher. The funds
of the mining unions are drawn upon in
respect of accidents at least 20 per cent.
more by the foreign elenment than by the
Btritisher; that is in proportion to the
number, proving that the foreigner is
more liable to accident than the Britisher.
As far as the language test is concerned,
the present test as it is applied, or sup-
posed to be applied, is absolutely useless.
There is no question that if 'ye succeed
iii limiting the i number of foreigners em.-
plo 'ved in the industry, something will
have to be done to limit them in other
employment as well. I crave the indul-
gence of the House for a minute in order
to refer to what I believe is the recruit-
ing ground for the majority of the for-
eigners on the mines in Western Australia
to-day. I have only the figures so far
as three wood lines are concerned, but in
timber concessions out back I helieve the
same thing applies as is found in Kal-
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goorlie and Boulder. I am referring to
the number of aliens employed as coin-
pared to Britishers. I do so because I
believe that the aliens come from the south
of Europe and] other places direct to the
wood lines; they work there for a period
of six or seven months, or perhaps twelve
months; they gain a sufficient smattering
of the Enlglish language to allow them to
go on to a mine and apply for work, and
they remain there for a while before the
inispector comes along and applies the
language test. I would like to quote
figures to show that this question of the
employment of aliens is niot a bogey, for
the figures I have refer to the three wood
lines. At Kurrawang there are 360 aliens
and 20 Britishers; at Lakeside 170 aliens
and 19 Britishiers; at Kurramia 162 aliens
and 29 Britishers; or a total of 69)2 aliens
to 68 Bririshers. That is a state of affairs
which should not be tolerated, not only in
the mining industry but in any other in-
dustry.

Mr. George: Suppose those men be-
camne naturalised?

Mr. M11UNSl.E : I have no objection
to these men if they are prepared to take
on the responsibilities of full citizenship.
I urged onl a previous occasion that the
employment of these foreigners was cre-
ating a menace in our State. We are
paying £190,000 a year for the upkeep of
the defences of this State . and while we
have the lproportion of aliens to Britisbers
which I have quoted, if trouble did come,
we would be only creating a. menace in
our own midst.

Mr. George: You would not change
them if trouble dlid come. If a German
became naturalised hie would not be able
to go back to his own country and fight.

Mr. MV1NSTE: I want the people em-
ployed in Australia to be Britishers.

Mr. George: So do 1.
-Mr, M%[UNSl E: I ani lprepared to say

that Ilie t hree wood lines T have quoted
are the principal recruiting grounds for
the foreigners. I suppose that at least
So per cent. of the foreigners under-
ground on the Golden Mile have come
from the wvood lines. That is a state of
affairs also which should not be tolerated,
and it is quite time that something was
done to attempt to limit the number that

should be employed iii mining in propor-
tion to the number of Britishers. So far
as the Education test is concerned, the
leader of the Opposition said that we had
anl education test provided for in the ex-
isting Act and that if it was applied it
wrould be all that was desired. I am of
the opinion that it is niot all that is de-
sired. I say that the present language
test, as provided in the Mfines Regulation
Act, is absolutely inadequate to meet the
requirements of the people who are en-
gaged in the ruining industry. I believe
that a system should be brought into
operation as is provided ini the 'Bill, that
is that a Board should he appointed for
the granting of certificates to those ad-
mitrel to work under ground in that par-
ticular industry. I think that should be
so, niot altogether for the safety of the
Britishiers hut for the convenience and the
safety of the foreigners themselves. I
have known anl instance where a foreigner
who had worked eleven years underground
in, this State havinig been called eight
times before the Inspector to undergo the
language test. This nian could speak Eng-
lish as well as I do, and what was dlone
wtas anl injustice to him,. I believe that
the system of granting certificates to men
having passed the test should he adopted.

Mr, George: Is [bat provided for in
the Bill?

Mr. MINUNSIE: It is provided for by
regulalion; it is mentioned in the Bill. The
next item I wish to deal with is in connec-
tion with the abolition of the contract
system. I would impress on bon. mem-
bers that the abolition of this system, as
far as t ire gold mining industry is con-
erunecd. is niot to lie considered in the same
lighlt as the abolition of contracts in any
other industry in Western Australia. So
far as contracting is concerned, there is
none of it in the gold mining industry,
There is only one property on the Golden
Mile that works onl anything like even a
reasonable scheme of contracting, and I
say that in the interests of the men them-
selves and the industry, the p~resenlt sys-
temn of so-called contracting onl mines
should lie Abolished. If lion. miembers c!an
submit a scheme I would be prepared to
reason it out with them so that it might
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be wade fair to both sides, such as the
piece-work scheme which has been ad-
opted on the coal mines at Collie, a scheme
which is fair and equitable to both sides.
The present system of contracting in the
gold mining industry is not in the best
interests of the industry, and there is no
doubt it should be abolished. I desire to
refer again to the article written by a gen-
tleman who apparently knew so much and
who dealt with this question of the con-
tract system. He says-

There are admittedly possibilities, and
instances, of abuse in contract work in
mines. ' The unions in some hack coun-
try districts have, without legislative in-
terference abolished contract work. In-
cidentally they have abolished employ-
ment for many of their members at the
same time, as mines have been unable to
work profitably on at purely wages sys-
teal. But on the "Mile" the great ma-
jority of contractors would scorn the
idea of working for wages, while they
can obtain piece work.

'Dealing with the first portion of that ar-"
ticle, I challenge the writer, or anyone else,
to prove any one instance of a mine havr-
ing closed down throughi the abolition of
the contract system, or not being able to
work sucessfully through having to pay
a daily wage. So far as the Golden Mile
miners are concerned, I have evidence of
the vote taken of the whole of those con-
cerned on the contract system on the
Golden Mile, and strange to say it does
not bear out the statement contained in the
article. The result of the ballot taken on
the contract system at the Boulder branch
of the Miners' Union resulted in 4265 vot-
ing for it and 1,385 against it. On those
figures it shows conclusively that the gen-
tleman wvho wrote that article either did
not know the facts of the case or deliber-
ately attempted to mislead the public of
'WTestern Australia. There are one or two
other mnatters. I wish to dleal with in
connection with the Bill. I would
like to g-et some information from
tile Mtinister in connection with the
provision in the present Act for
workmen's inspectors. [ notice that there
is no proposal to repeal that section

:in the Act. While I am prepared to ad-

mit that if the Bill is passed the system
will be inoperative. I think some mention
should be made of the repeal of Section
16 of the Mines Regulation Act. In two
or three other instances in this amending
measure where sections are being repealed
mention of that fact is made. I congratu-
late the Minister on repealing subseetoft
2 of Section 62 of the Mines Regulation
Act. I also congratulate him for insert-
ing Sections 20 and 27 of the Mines Regu-
lation Act of 1895. I do so because ex-
perience has proved to me that since the
passage of the existing Act, in no single
instance has the employee been successful
in getting damages from a company for
accident, or have the relatives succeeded
in obtaining damages in the case of death.
I might emphasise that point by referring
to the case of the fatality at the Golden
Horseshoe mine, where two men met their
death. The matter was first investigated
by a coroner's jury, and a verdict was
returned by that jury condemnatory of
the company. The dependants of one of
these ruen decided to apply to the court
for damages and make it a test case. The
matter was heard before a judge and
Jury, and the jury awarded tbe depend-
ants £1,800 damages. The company im-
mediately appealed, under the section
placed in the Mines Regulation Act by
Mr. Gregory, and the result was that the
verdict was upset, and the widow had to
be satisfied with an amount under the
Workers' Compensation Act. If sufficient
evidence of neglect on the part of the
manager or anyone responsible for him
can be produced, an injured person or the
dependants of one who might be killed
should have a perfect right. to sue at com-
mon law or under the Mines Regulation
Act. I congratulate the Minister for
Nines on re-enacting the liability section
in the Act of 1895.

Sitting suspended from 0.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) : If the Bill aL
present before tile House was not so seri-
ous one would] he almost amused at the
remarks-I will not say arguments-used
in opposition to it. We have been told by
one of the members who opposed it that

4574



[12 DECEMBER, 1912.] 57

time has not been given for the considera-
tion of such an important measure. We
are also told that being late in the session
a measure such as this wvas too important
to be brought down. If ever there was a
measure put before the Chamuber of which
members have a thorough grip this is one.
There are men representing the different
mining constituencies in this State who
have Spent mlost of their lives in the in-
dustry, and if they cannot he called
judges of fair conditions under which
men should work, then I do not know
where Parlijamnent can get its information.
Some miembers wish to oppose this or any
like mneasure. The opportunity is avail-
able of getting all the expert and other
advice that it is possible for them to
get to defeat the measure if it is going
to work iii any) way detrimentally to the
interests of the industry. I read an
article by thie secretary of the Chamber
of M\lnes (s\r. \Maughan) in which hie
twitted the M1-inister with being something
less than conrteous. T say wtithout fear of
contradiction that that gentleman had the
opportunit 'y to consider and study' this
measure as soon as any member in this
Chamber and sooner than anyone else
outside of thle House. If that is dis-
courtesy, I trust that the Minister con-
trolling this Department will always be
discourteous. If members are sent here
to Leislate it is for the people whom thley,
represent to see that these members have
a knowledge of the industry and the in-
terests of Ihe industry; yet the leader of
the Opposition twitted us wvith not being
representative of every class in this State.
When any member stands up to favour
such a measure as this his action does not
mean in one single little respect that hie
has any idea of belittling or endeavour-
ing to down the industry that the leader
of the Opposition was pleased to call, and
which we were pleased to hear him admit
was the principal industry in the State.
When other measures and regulations
lhar. been before the Minister in charge
of this measure, he has shown invariably
that he does not represent only the wage
earners but that he represents the workers
in the industry, and when we speak of
the workers there is not one member on
this side of the Chamber who is not

willing to concede that the men of brains
now controlling the various mines in
Western Australia are workers within the
meaning of this or any other Act, We
believe if a mian is willing to wvork and if
hie uses his brain in that work he is as
much entitled to be represented as tim
nian who uses his muscle in that work,
and he is represented as a matter of fact
by the memnbers whom the leader of the
Opposition twitted with representing one
side alone. This measure seeks to ensure
a greater degree of safety to these Menl
who work with their hands and who have
been credited by those who are best able
to judge, namnely, the mining magnates of
(lie world who have visited mid worked
in this State, withi being the best class
of miners in the known world. These
gentlemen avail themselves not only of
the muscle of thle workers hut of their
brains, and it is by using the brains of
the workers that the status and value of
the wvork of the wvage earners of the State
haqve been so favourable and have been
mnade known and published lbroadcast to
thc world. Mr. boring Who Controls Many
mnines in this State as, a practical man
said that Austraian miners are the best
in the known world. That gentleman
wenct to Africa where they em'pioy black
labour and incidentally I might mnention
that all the argument put forward in
favour of black labour is that it lessens
the cost of production.

Mr. Heitmann: It does not do that.
Mr. FOLEY: When in Australia Mr.

Loring said provided hie could get a stift!
of Australian miners lie could put them
into the mines of Africa and reduce the
cpost of lproduct ion to less than uhen the
wines were worked by black labour, and
black labour was introduced really to
lessen the cost of production. If that is
not an argument why the mn should
receive a little consideration at the hands;
of the State when legislating for the
principal industry of the State, it is use-
less for members to be here at all. If
we represented workers only we would
have put clauses in 'this measure -very
different from those which it contains,
but the framer of this Bill has taken ad-
vantage of the best scientific. knowledge
possible for him to get aLnd I am glad
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to see that fromn time to timne the meii in
this Chamber who know what mining
means and who know the industry from
A to Z have introduced what they con-
sier would be improvements to the
measure, and if the Gov-ernment are not
going to be guided by the representatives
of the people as to how they can best
foster and forward this industry then
they are not fit to be called Ministers of
the Crown or to hold the office. ]Rather
than that the Minister should be twitted
for taking notice of mien who are in the
indnslry and who are acquainted with the
industry, 1 consider it redounds to his
credit muore so than the action of the pre-
vious occupant of the position who went
to only one side for his information. I
think the argument that any discourtesy
was shown to the Chamber of Nines in
this instance is quite set aside. 'When
the previous 2lines Regulation Bill was
under discussion in this Chamber, I will
not say that all the work put into it was
done at the behest of the Chamber of
Mkines, but while the measure was being
discussed in this House, the secretary of
the Chamber of Mines xvas in close and
constant communication with the then
Mlinister for Mfines tis to bow best the
interests and side of the Chamber of
Mines should be expressed in the measure.
Ransard shows that in the arguments
-used during the discussion on the measure
the influence of the Chamber of Mines
was brought to bear in every instance,.
and there was never a more glaring case
than that put forward by the member
for Hannans (.1r. Munsie). There -was
one clause in the measure which at that
time was deleted. This Bill endeavours
to restore that clause and give it the
effect of law. It was a clause relating to
the happening of an accident in a mine.
I recollect one accident which happened
in a shaft. A man was sent on night
shift to do special work and the Mines
Regulation Act laid it down distinctly
that if work was being performed in the
shaft the agent or representatvie of the
company, who would be the shift boss,
should intimate to the engine-driver that
vork was being done in the shaft. The
shift boss neglected to do it and at the
inquiry into the death of the man, which

was brought about in consequence of the
signal not being given, the shift boss
stated that hie did not know it was his
duty as the company's agent to notify
the engine-driver that work was being
carried on in the shaft. The skip was
hauled lpast the man and] he was
killed, and the wife and fariilv of
that man were bereaved of their bread-
winner, and the only chance they
had of getting any remuneration "'as
uinder the Workers' Compensation Act.
'When a man representing the mining in-
dustry, as that gentleman was in this
Chamber, deleted that clance from the
MNines Regnlations Act at the behest of
the Chamber of Mines after consnlting the
miners' unions in the State and giving
them a defin~ite promise that it was is in-
tention to leave that clause in. I say that
that gentleman was not true to the mining
ind-ustry, nor was he truie at all 'to f air
play. The widow I spoke of tried to ob-
tain redress through the court, and she
sued the company for damages uinder
Common law, but when she had finished,
the whole amount under the Compensation
Act -was eaten up in law costs, with the
resnlt that that woman had to see her
relatives and they had 'to go to her as-

sistance, not only to keep and support
her child, but also go to her aid and pay
off the rest of the lawyers' costs which
had been incurred. When we find a case
like that we can think that the gentleman
has no knowledge of what equity or
fair dealing- means. 1 do not think it is
right for hon. members in opposition to
this Bill to criticise us on the point of
discourtesy to onie man or to one inistitut-
tion which is and alwa-ys has been a poli-
tical back-stop for anything in opposi-
tion to labour. We belong to a party
that is endeavouring to show that at least
those who aire engaged in that industry are
willing to trust us. At the present time
if a man owns a show hie has to appoint
a manager. There are many men who
-will go on prospecting and their shows
may assume proportions that they never
dreamed would be assumed. Under the
present Act such a man has to appoint
someone to look after his show, hut the
Bill before us gives him the power if he is
a competent man to manage the mine him-
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self. That is in no way a clause that will
help the wage earner. but once he ceases
to be a wage earner and is the owner
of a property emploing wages men,
it will assist himr irrespective whether the
wage earnier likes it or not. When things
like that are considered it shows that al-
So that men are not now in the position
this measure study big questions it is not
only the big- questions that affect the min-
ing interests and mining people in West-
ern Australia. The first big consideration
is that of the iiispection of mines. There
is no doubt, as I halve said times ont of
number in this Chamber, and before I
camne into this Chamber, that the inspec-
tion of mines in Ihis State has not been
all it should be. I have known men who
hare held the positions of inspectors of
mines in this State who were not fit to
hold those positions. They had no more
idea of the safety of a mine than a man
who had never seen a mine; in fadt some
of them who were put iii the position of
inspectors hiad] scarcely ever seen a
mine,. let alone worked in a mine long
enough to get sufficient knowledge as
to how to consider the safety of the men
working in it. This measure xviii -ive
the opportunity for an equitable under-
standing to be arrived at. The inspec-
tors are to be divided into three classes.
We will have the district inspectors,
andl those district inspectors now have
not only 'to consider the safety of the
miner, but in the event of assistance being
wanted 'by any company or any mine
owner, that inspector at the jpresent time
has to have sufficient geological knowledge
and suthicielli knowledge in other direc-
tions to be able to give to the department
a report, upon which every penny that
will be given from the mines development
vote will depend. I have nothing to find
fault with in regard to that aspect of the
question. I have known of cases since I
have been a member of this Chamber
where good honest men have asked for as-
sistance and through the report that has
been given by the Inspector of Mines
that assistance has not been given. If
you take five out of every six practical
miners and ask them to give a report on
exactly the same amount of knowledge
that the inspector could nse, not that he

possesses in connection with a mine, as-
sistance would be given in every one of
those cases. The Minister controlling the
ill ines Department is not always to
blame in that respect, but it is the duty of
the Legislature to give to the Minister an
opportunity of having tile best possible
officers so that where expert advice is re-
quired it shall always be at the command
of the Minister. The Bill provides also
for the appointment of cheek inspectors.
W\e have cheek inspectors in our
coal mines. Ini Queensland there is
a system of inspection by men's in-
spectors. In New South Wales, in coal
mining, which is the predominant indus-
try, check inspectors obtain, In coni-
servative Victoria the s ystemn of in-
sp~ection is better than it is in en-
lightened Western Australia, although
Western Australia in every other respect
is far ahead of any of the other States
when it comes to practical mining, and
althiough many miners have come here
from the Eastern States. If the men are
to he given an opportunity of considering
their own safety, they cannot do it under
the present -Mines Reg-ulation Act, as
the member for Menzies (31r. Mlullany)
has pointed out, because a vote has to he
taken and a majority on the nmines have
to nominate aind elect two of their num-
ber to go round with the inspector
monthly and make a report. We know,
as practical men, aild as men who have
suffered in conisequence of the Act such
as the existing one, that if two mnen go
round and give an adverse report onl a
mine they would be on the tramnp within-
a short timne after that report was put in.
There is not one law in Western Aus-
tralia that can be brought to hear upon
those men because it can be given out
that they were put off for other reasons.
So that men are not now in the position
by law to protect themselves, and when
the Government bring down a measure
that will give a man the mere chance to
protect himself, I think they are to be
commended, and it should not be said
of them that they are bringing down re-
volutionary legislation. The next class
of inspector referred to in the Bill is the
special inspector. There is no need for
me to cover the ground which has al-
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ready been traversed by other bon. mem-
hers. This will not, as the leader of the
Opposition says, give the same power as
the present Act provides, but it will give
the 'Minister the right to depute the min-
ing engineer of this State or the geolo-
gist or assistant geologist or any expert
adviser to act as special inspector. At
the present time only the geologist can
be given this power. The power to
sample a mine from a mining engineer's
point of view to see whether the existing
conditions are fair is not given in the
present A~ct. So far as the sampling of
miiies is concerned I believe that it will
not he availed of to any great extent.
When we speak of sampling a mine we
remember that there is one firm in the
State who have a certain set mode of
sampling if they intend to puirchase.
They take samples in a certain way.
There have been cases known where that
firm have been given an option over a
show and within the lapse of a week
another firm sampled the faces, after
taking the samples, and different assay
values were arrived at. So all the argu-
ments that the leader of the Opposition
used that the Government are going to
put the hll-mark of purity on a show
is all moonshine, but it' the cae of a
ramp or scandal they will be able to
call to their immediate assistance the
State mining engineer to see whether the
conditions obtain which the owner of the
'nine declares do obtain. T believe that
the question of sampling will not enter
into the matter at all. Take the case of
a man who is working a small show. Ini
almost every instance there are nine
different me thods adopted as regards the
sampling. If a. man owns a small show
he gets a bulk assay of what the show
is worth. he takesa a certain amount
and dollies it and reckons uip what he
gets by dish prospects. He then puts
the gold into what the miner calls the
poverty pot. So he goes on and weighis
the gold he has obtained and gets the
weight of the stuff it was obtained from
and then he arrives at a fair idea
of what the stone is worth. When it

comes to a big show however there is no
possibility of that being done. Alt the ar-

guments used that. the Government in-
tend to confiscate everything that the
mine-owner has, is moonshine. Only in
the case of ramps or swindles will the
Government assistance be called in,
and then only will the people have the
opportunity of using the State offiials
to some advantage. We conic now
to the question of the height of stopes.
When one has worked for many Years in
wines it is laug-hable to hear men who,
never worked in a mine and who are to
be given an opportunity to vote on a meca-
sure that thjey scarcely understand, ask
for information and ask that considera-
tion of the measure be deferred so that
expert advice can be obtained. When that
expert advice was given by the member
for Menzies, it was taken with a big rain
of salt. The member for Hannans also
showed his knowledge of this question,
and the member for Pingelly spoke on it,
and although those gentlemen differ poli-
tically, yet when the arguments used h.V
rhern are considered, not one of the
three considers that by working the
stolpes to a great height the cost of
production in mines w.ould be lessened.
The leader of the Opposition when speak-
ing took the viewpoint of profit only and
commercial values. When I amn ask&ed to
consider a question in this House from the
viewpoint of profit and commercial values
only I will cease to he a member of the
Chamber, because I do not think I will be
representing those who sent mec here. If
there has been one man kiled in a stope
from which 10.000 ounces, of gold have
been taken, consideration for the life of
the one mran is in my opinion worth all
the gold obtained. There is no man who
calls himself a miner who does not be-
lieve that a man can he worked without
taking a stope any higher than ten feet.
Apart from that no miner is in a position
to consider his own safety, no matter what
knowledge of mining he has got, if he
is not able to sound the ground under
which he is working. In many mines he
is not able to do that. I have seen stopes
in which five buildings the size of this
Chamber could be placed. Hon. members
will understand what I mean if they will
look at the height of this ceiling. If there
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was unsafe ground that height above
us, no matter what knowledge of
mining a man had, he would be no
more able than a boy of nine years to
keep himself safe. When a miner is put
in the position of not being able to take
care of himself, I consider that it is time
to regulate the height of stopes. ] have
seen slopes worked to a greater height than
ten feet, because the ore was wanted
quickly; the battery is alwvays hungry.
But if a manl is placed in a position so)
that lie is working tinder good condi-
tions, not only is his own safety e on-
sidlered, but lie is able to break more
ore, and] in the majority of mines in
the Stlte if lie is able to do that, little
else is considered. There are men in
Ihe position of mine owners who, if a
man was killed in the mine, would fret
for months, and such meii are equally'
as anxious as the workers to see that
safety is the one guiding principle. But
I havec worked onl mines in the State
where there have been mn killed, and
the mnine maqnager scarcely' knew of it.
I have seen the spectacle of live or six
dead nien brought out of the mine, auid
whiile the bodies were being sewn uip
in canvas bags, because they were so
mangled that they could not be removed
otherwise, the manager was so much of
a philanthropist that he had not even
the humanity to stop the battery. Yet
that gentleman is one who was repre-
sented on the body in regard to which
the leader of the Oppositioa said that
the Minister for Mines had been dis-
courteous, because he had not seat to that
bodly a copy of this Bill lo peruse before
it was submitted to members of this
Chamber. A man who has worked in
mnines feels strongly on this matter, and
naturally hopes to see the conditions of
the workers improved. This Bill goes
on to regulate rising. Rising in a mine
nowadays is very different from wvhat
it was at the time when the leader of the
Opposition had his mine going. The man
who was in charge of the lion, member's
mine probably did not know as much as
as the miners know nowadays. When It
came to this State first I had had ex-
perience in mining since I was a boy,

but I found that here a mail had prac-
tically to learn mining over again. Any
good miner can keep uip ground, but it
takes a manl with brains to keep up the
ground that is required to be kept uip and
at the same time break sufficient stone
to keep the mill going. That is the point
of view which the members on this side
take, hut I have not heard one member
on the other side mention it. If we rae-
late rising, science has given to the mine
owners the means of sinking winzes under
more economical conditions than obtained
before. Since the Holman hoist has been
brought into use it haes taken pounds and
pounids off the cost of sinking a winze
in 100 feet. A winze can be stink in
some cases for £1 per foot less than in
the old days. It was not the mine owners
on the goldfields who were responsible
for this machine being brought into exist-
ence, but the mal to whom they paid
"-ages, who gave them the advantage of
their brains and the opportunity of per-
fecting a system wvhereby they could sink
winizes uinder cheaper conditions. Yet
there has not been a corresponding value
paid for the brain work brought into re-
quisition by the miners. If for no other
reason than to recognise the value that
the workers have been to Western Auis-
tralia, Ithe Minister for Mines is to be con-
gratulated, for saying that hie recognises
the abilityv and brain power those men
employed to the advantage of the muining
industry. Rising is the most unhealthy
occupatioin in a mine. Irrespective of
which end of [ie rockdrill a man is work-
ing- lie gets the dust. Generally in rising
the miner is in worse atmospheric con-
ditions than in any other portion of the
mine. He is in a more dangerous posi-
tion and the air is often hotter than in
many of the hot ends. It is almost im-
possible in a vertical rise to prevent one-
self being covered with dust and swallow-
ing more dust in one shift than one
would be called upon to swallow in a
whole week if working in some ends. Yet
there are members who say that risingq
should not be abolished. The Minister is
just and equitable in proposing to allow
rising up to 20 feet and stoping to 10 feet,
and then in case of a fall of ground or
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other nnf&'eseeni circumstance, or ii) case
it would be impossible to work the mine
otherwise, the inspector may give per-
mission to stope the ground out or rise
higher, In spite of that liberal provision,
we are accused of only studying the inter-
ests of the workers. There are rises which
have been carried to a height of 120 feet.
Alen have complained to the union and
the union to the inspector, but so long-
ais the place in the immediate vicinity of
where the mcii are working is safe, he
does not consider whether the ground
underneath themn is safe, irrespective of
whether ii is a vertical rise or a rise on
the underlay. Even if this restriction is
going to penalise the mine owner to some
slight extent, it is justified because it is
going to safeguard the health of the miner
in a greater measure than almost any other
clause in the Bill. In regard to shafts, I
am, pleased to say that work in shafts
is now regarded as expert work. I came
to this State from Victoria, where this
was considered expert work, for which
top) wages were paid, because only the
best men were put in the shaft. Coming
Io Western Australia, however, I
found that an *y Tom, Dick, or Harry
who could put a3 coil of fuse down a
shaft and fire a hole, was put onl
shaft work. Through men objecting
in the first instaiice to work with men not
qualified for shaft work when other go0od
men were available, mine-ow-ners now em-
ploy the best men to work iii the shafts.
withi a result that we have to-day the good'
shafts instead of the bad that many miem-
bers know used to obtain on the gOld-
fields. But where they are working these
shafts now we find 'the conditions under
which the men hare to work are not all
that could be desired, for instance, with
reference to the skids in the shaft-the
runners on which the cage works. The
men hare -to depend for their safety ait
their most dangerous time, that is w'hen
they are firing out, on men who cannot
see them or know what they are doing.
I refer to the engine-drivers. It is only
fair that the miner should ask the com-
pany to give every consideration for his
safety when he is being pulled through a
shaft by the company's engine-driver.

Although the present Act gives the
Minister power to make regulations
to a certain point, it does not go far
enoug-h, inasmuch as the monkey above
him, to use the mining term, that is, the
steadying rope, does not come near enough
to the man when bie is being pulled
through the shaft ait the most dangerous
place and at the most dangerous time.
I am glad there is a clause in the Bill
dealing with this. althjough it is Only a,
little thing that many hon. members wilt
not understand; but 1, as 'a practical
muan, believe it is one of the best things
in a Mines lRegulation Bill. The next
question of any importance considered is
that of a mines regulation hoard. I believe
the introduction of this system is going- to
work well,' not only for the wage earner,
but for those who pay wages. IU.nder the
present Act if an inspect 'or goes round
and ex~1miiie5 a mnine and the owvner of
the mine considers that undue harshness is
being placed on him, lie has the oppor-
tunity of taking t-le case to court for
arbitration, and the arbitration body will
consist of a representative of the com-
pani' v and a relpresentative of the union
and a representative of the Government
in the shape of the warden of the dis-
trict, who has the opportunity of ap-
pointing someone else; but that man need
not be a practical miner. Under the Bill
ire contend that if the company is putto
undlue hanrdship by an inspector, or
if the managemient consider that un-
due hardship exists, they should at;
least have the oplportlunity of having'
a man of practical knowledge to decide,
the question rather than putting it to a
man, no matter how fair hie may be as
warden of a district, who knows nothingw
at all about mining. For that reason
alone the provision is justified. If an
inspector has given a notice that the men
considered themselves hiardly done by, the
seine form of arbitration is given to them.
The Minister will not appoint, as
some lion, member says, seven men to
deal with the matter. The Bill dis-
tictly* says that seven men may
be appointed, but if there is a small
accident or complaint the Minister
has the opportunity of appointing three
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practical ni, and not, as my friend
says, political friends. If political friends
only were appointed, it would be mani-
festly unfair; but I would like to tell the
hon. member that hie cannot point to one
single instance, since the present Minister
lis been in the position of Mlinister for
Mines, where he has made one political
appointment. Never has hie given an un-
due advantage to the man who voted on
the same side of politics as he has voted
onl. It is just as w'ell, when a manl has tlie
opportunity to speak, to give statements
such as these, and many statements made
outside the Chamber, a flat deniail. In
almost every meeting wye hear of, where
the present Government ale being criti-
eised, these statements are being made;
and I say emiphatically (lint the members
of these boards will be appointed by the
Minister, not because they are political
friends-iad they will not necessarily be
seven in number as my lion, friend sug-
4rests-but blecause they are gentlemen of
sufficient knowledge to give -every person
a fair and just tial if lie considers hie has
been wronged. That is all it is going to
4o, anid though niy friends opposite wrish
to belittle thle argunmen t, there is [luce[ in
the Hill that commends itself to thle State
generally. I am only sorry greater time is
not allowed in another place to give it con-
sideration, -though I have my own opinion
is to how it wilt get on there. In a lead-
ing article itt the West Australian the
other day about night shifts, the contract
question was also described. I have a
recollection of a great row on the fields
at one time w'hen this question was being
discussed, and I also remember one indi-
vidual who kicked upl much dust onl this
question, and who was tearing his hair in
wishing to vote against contract work, lint
who, when the row was over, and he got
a place, went back to work under
the contract system he was so much eon-
cernedi about before. It is gentlemen like
that who are writing articles for the
Press. If we are to judge this mea-
sure on its merits, we are supporting it
because we really believe it is a good
thing; because we believe the advent of
a Mires Regulations Hill such as this is
going to materially benefit the State. We

are honest in our opinions, and we give
any gentleman who is honestly opposed
to tlie measure credit for being honest in
his opinions; but I say that if I find a
man who has certain opinions and then,
because lie is paid to do so, has other
opinions, or writes other opinions, it is
not the manl writingI but it is the policy
of the paper for whom lie is writing.
Therefore, I have no hesitation in saying
it is the policy of the paper to which I
am ref.±rring, to belittle and try to do all
possible means of injustice that it can do
to [ile ine w orkers and the niniam.g in-
duskyr of tile State generally, no matter
howv munch it wvill back and fill onl the
small questions conitainied in the measure.
There is no doubt that if each and every
ma il working in the miiiing industry wvas
working. on the dlay-wage system we
wvould have better conditions prevailing
than we have now. I have worked on
contract when I was forced to, and I have
wvorked onl day work because I believe in
it, and now that I am in Parliament I
believe in day work still, and I still think
it is the best system. They talk about
bringing' out the man's individualism.
The individualism that is brought out in
Western Australia can be shown by ref-
erence to the report of the Royal Com-
mission onl miners' phthisis. We flid
that out of the total number of names
given to that Commission of men inca-
piacitated through the conditions obtain-
ing in our mines, there is scarcely one
over the age of 45. If that does not
speak against the contract system, I want
sonic other arg-ument to bring- me to be-
lieve that the contract system is a good
system.

Mr. George: Do you blame the con-
tract system for that 9

Mr. FOLEY: Yes. In the mines in the
Eastern States, in the alluvial mines,
there are men 60 and 70 years of age at
work and doing as much as the young
fellows in many instances. If they are
not doing as much as the young fellows
working with them the young fellows are
willing to do a bit more to make up for
the old chaps who did a little more, when
they were young, for the older men who
worked with them. There is a little senti-
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meat in that, bat that sentiment is backed
up by honiest kindness on the part of the
miners; and that kindly spirit that goes
out towards old age, irrespective of
whether it is in mining or any other in-
dustry, should commend itself to mnen
when they are asked for their votes on
such a question as this. I wishi to p)oint
out that 110 such conditions prevail over
here in the mines of 'Western Australia.
If a manl has grey hair it is a bar to his
getting employment; they say be is too
old, he is no good. I say that the man
over 45 years of age, although he may
not he as good as gold, is not given the
opportuiiity to work, but I ami very sorry
to say that few men over that age in
this State are in a position to give to
the mining employer as good and honest
a day's work as they could when they
came into tile State. Our friends who
will oppose, the Bill wvill oppose it per-
haps because it is brought down late in
the session; but whether the Bill is brought
down late in the session or not, tile prinl-
ciple is still there, and members on the
Government side are voting f or the Bill
on principle irrespective of whether it is
brought down in thle first or last of the
session. I say that if the contract system
is done away with, men would not. rush
back after firing as they do now. If a.
man is working on day -wages lie takes
his time, which he should take, to give the
smoke and f umes a chance to clear out
of the face in -which he is workinge. It
is only right and just to his health. There
are many mine owners in the State who
believe that fair time should be taken,
and there are other men-shift bosses and]
underground bosses-who always have one
certain class of men, whom they know arc
in a position of poverty and who can
scarcely call their souls their own, be-
cause they are forced, through their
poverty, into going into these places,
where the smoke is thick and unfit for
mena to go back and shovel. Yet these
are the lowest paid men on the
fields. But we find thle man who is break-
ing the ground does not have to go back
until the smoke is cleared, or only to fire
the last round of holes out. It is the
poor devils who are paid the lowest-the
shoveller and mullocker-who are being so

used. And these are the only miners who,
will stick up for contract, for the chance
to make big money by contracting. There
has never been a vote taken at which the
miners have not by great majorities, some-
times unanimously, decided that the con-
tract system was against them, and that
they were in favour of abolishing it. Yet
the leader of the Opposition says that if'
a vote of the miners were taken they
would he in favour of the system. The
contract system, as it obtains in Western
Australia, is scarcely contract at all. If
we go into the coal mines of the State, we
find that there is a certain set price and
certain conditions put onl every face in
the mine. A price is placed on faces by
the manger and by thle workmen, and
then they) draw lots to see who is to get
those faces. Such conditions could not
prevail in gold mining, because faces are
not of thle same nature, and could not be
worked for the same price. Under the
present system a foreman goes into a
face and says, "I will give £2 a foot for
that." Thea if, at the end of a fortnight,
it is found that men have been able to
make £C1 a shift, and the lawv allows it, the
price will be reduced so that they can only
make ordinary wages. It might even hap-
pen that they are allowed to go on think-
ing they will get £2 a foot and in the end
they will get only £1 a foot.

Mr. George: How can that come about?

Mr. FOLEY: A case happened a little
while ago. Six men were sued by the
Miners' Union at Kalgoorlie. The case
was not allowed to come into court, but
was settled outside. Again, one party of
men did 32 feet in a fortnight. I do not
know the exact amuount. but I know the
footage and the conditions. We will ad-
mit that they got £2 a foot for that
ground. That made £64 in all. Take from
that £4 for fracteum. They considered
they were to get £60. They got it. Then
they went onl under exactly similar con-
ditions, and at the end of the next fort-
night had 54 feet done, which ought to
have returned them £108, on the same
hasis. Instead of getting that, they got
actually less than when they had driven
32 feet.
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Mr. George: How can they do that if
they have an agreement?

Mr. FOLEY: There are no agreements
under the present system. it is
not contract at all, because if a
man contracts to do a thing, let
him do it or sling it. They give you
to understand they will not pay you less
than the minimum rate of wages on many
of the mines; that is, if things go well,
end the row you have on leaving is not too
big. On the mine I am speaking of lie
manager has told me times out of nuniber
that noe man leaves that mine wvithout get-
ting mniners' wages. If they hare a
row and that man sacks them, and
they are not making wages they are
paid less than the minimum rate of wage.
Contract in Western Australia as it
applies to mining is different from
contract in any other industry. Not
only has the miner to pay for his
fracteur, but they give him a rock
drill to work with. He might be working
with it for twelve months-and tinder the
speeding-np system wvhich is practised in
Western Australia, the conditions under
which lie has to use the machine, the life
of the machine is only twelve months.
But if he gets hold of a bad machine
and the cylinder breaks, that is charged
against the money he is making.
If a new reel in a machine is
worn out, he has to pay for it out of the
contract money. Is there any other in-
dustry in which a man would stand such
conditions as those? There are parts of a
rock drill which it would he impossible
for a miner to break. He does not know
how to misuse the machines in such a way
as to break them. Yet during a period of
twelve months each and every part of the
machine might be broken or worn out,
and then, out of the money he has
earned, a man has to pay for the
machine. And although the machine
is repaired, the next contractor may
get that machine next day, and he has
to pay for any repairs if the machine
breaks again. That is contract as it exists
to-day. I say the young men in the full
flood of their manhood are just as ready
to do a bit of labouir for the old men,
or for the young ones not in a position to

do it for themselves, as they were when I
was a lad. Under these conditions, if men
are paid a certain %mount to-day, and
it enables them to live in moderate comfort
and put by a little for a rainy day, then
I contend that, although perhaps in some
instances they get over wages, still if they
were working under fair conditions on the
day ,VSystem it Would be better for their
health, and our sanatorium would not be
full as it is to-day, nor would members be
called upon for a great amount to help
those whom it is hard to refuse when we
see their life's blood being dragged out of
them under the contract system. Nowv as
to the night shift.' An article in the West
Australian fried to show that, although
night shift was bad, and although mine
owners thought that 25 Per cent, less work
was (lone oil night shift, they were still
willing to keep night shift going. I do not
for one moment sup~pose that 25 per cent.
less work is dlone on nig-ht shift, but I do
believe that a man is not in the same con-
dition on night shift as he would be on da~y
or afternoon shift. But there is this to be
taken into consideration: The men who
are working on night shift know the harm
it is doing to their health, and that weeks
will elapse when they only get one or two
hours sleep per day during the time they
are off work. It is impossible to sleep.
They go into camps or houses, and so that
they may be able to sleep at all, they make
everything as dark as possible. They
keep out the life-giving sun, thereby in-
juring themselves, whereas if they were
working on either of the other two shif ts,
this wvould not be necessary, and they
would be given an 'opportunity to lead
more healthy lives than at present.

Mr. George: Do they not take the
different shifts turn about?

Mr. FOLEY: In some mines they do.
That is one great reason why night shift
is wvorse than others. If a man is working
day shift he gets his sleep at night. If
he is working afternoon shift, although
he does not get home until after midnight,
still he gets a little sleep before morning,
but when on night shift the sleep he gets
does him very little good. If we were to
take 100 miners, it would be easy to tell
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by their faces with among them were
working on nighit shift.

Mr. George: TAe same men do not
work onl night shift all the year round.

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, they have to go the
round. Now, I believe, myself, the night
shift can be minimised. The Minister does
not lbelieve it canl be abolished entirely,
and lie has put into the Bill at clause
which gives him power if, in his opinion
-which means thle opinion of his expert
officci s- it is absolutly necessary to wyork
night shift, to grant permission for it. I
contend that the best results have been
achieved in mines wvhich do not work
night shift at all. I have Nvorked on a
mine in Broad Arrow where there "'as
neither night shift nor afternoon shift,
and whereas it took 42 men to keep) the
battery going, working three shifts, it wvas
done by 31 men working day shift alone.
By working tinder better conditions they
broke more ore in less time, and that wvas
wvat the manager wanted. It would mean
a fewv more faces being opened] uip, but
I believe there arc mine managers on the
fields willing to try it, and I am positive
that if the mine managers gave it a chance
and were given ample opportunity under
this measure to have sufficient time to give
it a chance, it would prove successful.
If they found it was impossible to work
the mines economically and still keep thle
industry going tinder the conditions ob-
tainlinlg in the Bill, I am sure the Minister
and his supporters would be the fir-st to
consider the question of conserving the
interests of mining. A mnan cannot say
more than that. The Minister cannot
possibly (10 less, if hie wishes to minlimise
the night shift, than lie has done in the
present Bill. Coining to thle question of
aliens in the mines, I have at every oppor-
tunity for many years contended for the
superiority of the British race. There
are two classes of patriots, one who waves
a flag and the other who is a patriot so
far as industry is concerned. On the mines
in Western Australia there is no need to
employ mnore than one alien to every ten
Britishers. Members of the Opposition
are always crying out that wve are not
getting enough immigrants. I would like
to say that an immnigration policy to bring

Bi-itishers out to take the place of the
aliens in the mines is the best kind of

iOfu fonw can have, and then in timhe
Ofvar they will be able to give their

services as freely as any man in the nun-
ing- industry would do to assist to protei-t
thle interests of the mines whlich would
he a great asset to any enemy. Not only
is the number of aliens employed equalI
to the number of Britishers. but in some

,Ilacess there are five or six aliens to every
Britisher. It is manifestly unfair to any-
one who is a descendant of the British
race that this should be so. I have no
wish to insult the integritvy or intelligence
of any nation, but there is no aced to g-o
outside of Great Britain for workers to
fill our mines or to have men who might
Jpoint guns at Great Britain and Australia
if 'var did break out. We w-ant Ails-
tralians, and by Austratlians I mean Brit-
ishers "who will come here and conform
to our modes of living, men who are of the
same flesh and blood. That is the pratriot-
ism we wish to show through this measure,
and if for no other reason than this I
wish to say* to those gentlemen "'ho w"ave
flags and sing "God Save the King" and
"Britons Never shall he Slaves" at vani-
oiis functions; that if they wish to do
good to the British nation they
never had a better opportunity
than by displacing the aliens in
the mines in favour of Britishers, men
who will protect our interests in the time
of wvar. Why are aliens enmployed? There
is a law whereby thle dependants of a
deceased worker living outside the British
dominions are debarred fromt receiving
compensation. To a great extent that
was the reason for many a lies being
brought into Australia, and I would be
sorry to think that any Legislature would
see fit to do away with that good clause
which the WVorkers' Compensation Act
contains. At present aliens are employed
also for the reason that they will do as
they are told without arguing the point.
That is a great thing.

Mr. George: They ought to make good
Union men.

Mir. FOLEY: A man who does what he
is told and does not argue is a bad union
man.
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Mir. George: You have a good many of
them here anyhow.

Mr. FOLEY: A man who does not
argue the point has no backbone in him.
We should encourage the man who has
an opinion of his owvn to use the know-
ledge of an industry lie possesses, and
such a man should be able to argue with
the mine manager or the shift bonss as to
whether the conditions uinder which he is
asked to work are fair. For other reasons
aliens are undesirable as miners. The
average Australian is a better miner and
worker than the alien working in the
mines. The aliens are not as good as the
Eritisbers; they are not as profitable to
the companies as Britishers.

Air. George: I myself do not think
they are.

AMr. FOLEY: The Soils of Gwalia mine
was almost solely worked by aliens. Whent
tile Premier was up there 1 took himk
alorng and be saw in the brace of the
mnine three Britishers and 50 aliens going:
down on one shift. I made a remark
five years ago at a conference on a matter
which I knew to be positively true, and
the late Mlinister for Mfines. Mir. Gregory,
took no more notice of it than he would
take of a log of wood. Yet I was repre-
senting unions of men 500 strong, and
one to which tile alien question was of the
utmuost importance. The late Minister for
Mines never in one instance gave con-
sideration to any measure dealing with
the safety of miners from any other view
point excepting that put forward by the
Chamber of Alines. Regarding accidents.
I will give some figures which are certi-
fled to by the secretary of the union and
sworn to as being correct. They were for-
warded to the Registrar of Friendly
Societies. Out of a union with a full
membership of 380 there were 108 aliens.
Among the aliens there were 42 accidents,
and among 151 Britishers there were 30
,accidents. There was thus a greater
number of Britishers employed, and yet
the number of accidents amongst them
was smaller. The amount of accident pay
to aliens was £320 9s. 6d1. for the half
year and to the Britishers £C149 15s. In-
cluded in that £149 was an item of £52
which the union had to pay on an award
of a court given against it hecause a man

happened to be in the district at the time
he was hurt, so that allowance for this
difference brings the amount to less than
£E100 for the 151 Britishers employed, and
as I have stated the 108 aliens involved the
union in an outlay of £320 for accident
pay.

Mr. George: You do not admit aliens
into your union, do you?,

Air. FOLEY: Certainly. There are
foreigners living and wvorking in this
State who are in every way as desirable
as anyone who lives here.

Mir. George: Then wvhy call them aliens.

Mr. FOLEY: I referred to them as
foreigners. The present Bill gives us a
chance to legislate for them. If we take
ten Britishers we can find one foreigner
wvho is wvilling to conform to our mode of
life and live the same life as we do and
we will give him the same opportunity of
living as we enjoy, and we are perfectly
willing to allow him to work in the munes.
The present language test under the Mines
Regulation Act is not effective. It is
a failure as a working measure. An in-
spector might visit a mine and find not
one man who cannot pass the language
test. On the following day there nmighit
be 20 men put into that mine and not one
of them would be able to pass the lan-
guage test if it was applied, but the in-
spector does not visit the mine every day,
and hie is not in a position to know
wvhether the Mines Regulation Act is being
carried out or not. By the appointment
of wvorkmen's in~spectors the interests of
the company can be safeguarded in this
resp~ect, as the 'y wvill lie on the spot to see
that the Mines Regulation Act is being
carried out.

Mr. George: It would not make a man
speak better English because lie was
naturalised.

Mir. FOLEY: A man has to be two
years in this country before he can be
naturalised, and if he takes suifficient
interest in Australia to become naturalised
he will take sufficient interest to endeav-
our to speak enough English to get him
a job in a mine. In Leonora the business
people consider it almost imperative
to print their advertisements in Italian.
The tailor, the bootmaker, and every class
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of shopkeeper print their advertise-
nients

Mr. SPEAKCER: Order! Whllat has
this to do wvith the Bill?

Mr. FOLEY: I wish to show that by
regulating the aliens to the extent of one
alien to ten Britishers we can do away
with this.

Mr. -SPEIi: I am not going to
allow the lion, member lo discuss how the
alien affects the shopkeeper. The honi.
member must confine his remarks to the
question of the aliens in the wines, and
not outside the mines.

Mr. FOLEY: Regardin g the aliens in
the mines, if tlie principle is introduced
on the proportion provided for in the
Bill we shall have a class of people in
these districts -who will put some of the
nioney they earn into prospecting. a thing
which the aliens do only to a very small
extent at the present time. There is
nothing else on which I wish to touch,
exceept to say that in one mine which is
being worked by British labour only,
where the night shift has been abolished
and where the ore has to be mined under
conditions which are worse than those
p)revailing in an adjoining mine, the
costs are much less, and there have been
fewer accidents and larger dlividends have
been paid on the capital outlay than in
the wines which employ alien labour. .1
trust that the measure will be passed.
but I have my opinion as to whether it
will go very far in another place.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) : It is not
my intention to keep the House for any
len gth of time at this late hoar in the
evening. The matter has been fairly well
discussed, but at the same time I feel
it is incumbent upon me to congratulate
the Minister on having broughlt for-
ward this measure which has been
asked for so long by the goldfields.
Exception has been taken by the leader
of the Opposition with regard to this
new measure on the round that it is
entirely from the standpoint of the
miners. I would like to point out in reply
that even a great number of the old
regulations concerned the safety of the
miners, and the non regulations have
been framed where the 01(1 ones did not
fit in and they have been made to apply

in these directions. The Minister rightly
claimed that the keyvnote of the Bill wans
[lie health and[ the safety of the miners.
W~e oiler no apology for that. Wer-
co-Dise that the health of those who are
closely associated with the industry,
rightly mentioned by the leader of (lhe
Opposition as the greatest industry we
have, is a matter that we should concern
Ourselves about niore than in any other
industry. On reference to Dr. Cump-
stons report of 1910, it will he seen that
Dr. Cumpston pointed ount that in lung-
diseases for all males over 15 the per-
ccentage of those suffering from lung
diseases was 25.73R, while among the
miners over the same age the percentage
was :38.52. That is to say among men
following the -avocation of mining, sonic
of them have not been long in the in-
diistry and on that account the ratio of
the disease must be lowered, but whenj
men follow this occupation the tendeney
to lung trouble is .50 per cent, more than
i. is among men engaged in other indus-
tries. Those figures arc sufficient to show
that any statements which have been made
here are fully borne out by the statistics
supplied by an eminent authority like
Dr, Cumpaton, and that being so it is
the absolute duty of the Labour party
at any rate to see that the health of the
men in this great industry, that is the
men who go underground for a living,
should at least have some consideration
at our hands. One of the matters dealt
wvith in the Bill relates to the contract
system and the lender of the Opposition
ias stated that he is in favour of its eon-
tinuance. The contract system in mining-
is one that should be eliminated, for the
one great desire under that system is
speeding up and there is consequently a
tendency on the part of the miners to
neglect to look out for accidents and to
neglect to prepare ordinary safeguards.
This kind of thing -would not obtain
under the day labour system. Our in-
dustry is a great one and we as gold-
fielders have that industry at heart, and
if there is anything we can legitimately
do to help it we will do it. We believe
the Labour Government can do more for
it than any other Government for the
simple reason that all the members from
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the goldfields are Labour members, and it
is imperative to them to see that the in-
dustry, and those engaged ina it, receive
proper consideration. We can do that
by encouraging development and not by
sacrificing the lives of those engaged in
it. This is not a revolutionary measure
as has been declared by the leader of the
Opposition, but it is a measure which
should he accepted with open arms by the
Opposition. When we come to know that
in most of the big mining countries of
the world cheek inspectors ate appointed
froni among (lhe miners to look after tine
industry from the miners' point of view,
and( also the safety of the men, we should
not hesitate to appoint them. Check
in)spectors Obtain inl France and~ also inl
several of the Eastern States and 4
seems indeed more titan passing strange
that in a'i advanced State like this, where
we are supposed to have some humani-
tarian instincts, we should find people
against a proposal of this kind that has
for ifs object the increase of the safety
of thle men employed in the industry.
Another very excellent provision is tha~t
the State mnining engineer shall have not
only thie right to enter and inspect a
mine but also to sample it. This is one
of thle provisions of the Bill in which -thle
safety of the miner is not taken into
consideration. The object is to see that
there shall not be a repetition of what
has happened in the State in the past
with regard to the methods of mine
management, and which have brought
discredit on this State. I might mention,
for instance, that a repetition of what
occurred at the Golden Pole at Davyhlurst
would cease under a Labour Government
administration. Under this it would not
he possible for a repetition of the Golden
Pole swindle, in which the manager of
that mine sent out an optimistic report
when he knew that a fault had cut off
the lode-

Mfr. SPEAKER: Order!
'Mr. Monger: I think the hon. member

is making an absolutely wrong statement.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order ! The hon.

member must not make any of those re-
marks, not because they may he wrong
but because they have no application to
tbjs Bill.

Mr. GREEN: What I wanted to point
out was that under this system, whereby
the State mining engineer will be able to
enter and inspect and sample a mine, if
it had been possible for this otlicer to
sample the Golden Pole a swindle such
as that *which I have mentioned VOLd
not have happened. I want to point ot
another instance that would not have
obtained if this provision had been in
operation. Quite recently Rutter's rich
chute onl thle Golden 'Mile has dlipped out
of the Oroya and gone into thle New
North Boulder. T[his has been commnon
knowledge up there for seie time, yet'
that information has never been give to
the shareholders of that particulair mine.
Under anl administration such as this Bill
proposes the gold mining induistry Wotd
be saved from its alleged friends.

The Mlinister for MHines: And the per-
so' who matte so mnuchimoney ont' of Limo
Goldemi Pole might have been imprisoned
if thle mine had been sampled by thie
Government.

-' RE EN -hit is the kind of tihing
which has actuated rime %Ni mister in pre-
senting thle proposals in this Bill. Another
point with regard to time safety of time
miners is that there is a p~rovisiont that
there shall be constructed one or more
passage ways froml each level to the one
above it to the surface, independent of
the main shaft. It is hardly ntecessary to
ptsint ou~t that if this had obtained ait thie
North M~ount Lyell mine there would njt
hove been that sad calamity which
occ'urrcd recently. Under this provision
those workers who laid down their lives
in the North M~ount Lycli would to-day
be with their families. All these
cases show it is absolutely necessary
that in drafting prov-isions they should
be drafted by men who are not only
aeqtuainted witl, the industry, as several
members on this side undoubtedly are,
but by men who keep a clear hlead
on all occasions and who deal with thle
matters sympathetically in their ad-
ministration, and I claim that the
Minister, even before he drew u p
this new and excellent Bill, by his sym-
pathetic administration, had done a
great deal along these lines. There is
also a provision that an engine-driver
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shall have a clear view of the shaft. I
want to point out that two years ago at
the Sons of Gwaliat mine six men went
down in the main shaft of that mine, and
although it is true they were not all killed,
the fact remains that most of them were
so badly injured that there is 6nly one
living to-day. That was clearly because
of the engine-driver not having a clear
view of the shaft. In the new reguilations
wvith regard to the speed limit this is
left to the discretion of the inspector.
The provision in the Bill is a wise one.
The old provision set it dowvn that within
100 feet of the surface the limit of speed
should be 200 feet per minute, and at a
lower depth 500 feet per minute. On the
Golden Mfile at the present time in one
particular mine, the Golden Horseshoe, it
is not safe to go down at the rate of 500
feel per mninute-though Mir. Sutherland
is a very able manager, and] I might say
that on the Golden Mile we have some of
the ahlest mine managers in the world-
because the workings on the adjoining
claim have rendered the country unsafe.
Another lprovision is that a cage must be
so constructed that no man ascending or
descending can come into contact with
the sides of the shaft. I can recall to my
mnind the case of a man who was killed
a couple of years ago on the Golden Mfile,
and the doctor who attended at the in-
(pIlest happened to be from the north
couintry of England, where, he stated,
such an accident could not have happened,
becaus~e there provision was made where-
by a net was placed around the cage to
prevent those in the cage from coming
into contact with the shaft. The question
of night shifts is one with which the leader
of the Opposition is not conversant -with
t1w general feeling on the goldfields, and
we cannot wonder at his ignorance in
regard to matters of this kind, when we
remember that his visits to the goldficlds
have been extremely few. I can recall his
1a4q visit which was of a most transitory
character, and from the welcome he re-
ceived, if hie went there again, even if
he went uinder the Eegis of the Chamber
of Mlines, and even if he kept his name
out of the Kalgoorlie Miner, his reception
would be a warm one. As, however, be
doe% not honour us with his presence more

often we cannot expect bim to have a
very great knowledge of the industry.
T-he opinion on the goldfields in regai
to the question. of night shifts is different
from that which the leader of the Oppo-
sition would have 119 believe exists. It ba5
been pointed out by a writer in one of
the newspapers that the abolition of night
work would mean increased efficiency on
the part of the miner. We are anxious
that the men should give their best as far-
as an honest day's work is concerned and
we recognise that anything that conduces,
as night shift does conduce, to the ina-
bility to do within 25 per cent, of what
a man can do uinder ordinary natural con-
ditions. it shoudd be abolishied. So far
as the safety of the miner is concerned,
we know that the tendency of the miners
is to feel drowsy, so that they are not
so acute to see the dangerous places in the
mine during the time they are working.
It is frequently said, and it is a well
known axiomn amongst miners-I give it
for what it is worth-that the great falls
of earth in a mine, for what scientific
reason I do not know, occur between mid-
night and four o'clock in the morningm.

2Ar. Underwood;. That is a miners'
superstition.

Mr. GREEN: It happens; that is the
only knotty question to get over; I will
leave the member for Pilbara to account
for the scientific reason at a later stage.
The other question I wish to speak on
is that of aliens, and I wish to say that
I have come in close contact with many
Austrians and Ttalians through being a
Government servant for many years,
owing to the fact that these men always
hasten, whenever they have a few pounds
to spare . to send money away to their
own country, and as money order clerk
in the Kalgoorlie post office I -may say
that on a day when they, were shif ting
the track of a wood line, or after pay day
on the mines, the main contributors of
this doubtful class of business--doubtful
so far as benefit to -the State is concerned
-were the Austrians. It ww no uncom-
mon thing to see these men entering the
office in hatches of fourteen and fifteen
with one man writing out the money or-
ders because the others were not suiffi-
ciently literate to do so, and sending awqy
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on an average sums of anything up to
£80 per man. That is a case of how under
the beneficent system of individualism
capital leaves the country. So far as the
aliens themselves are concerned, I find
that once they grasp Australian ideals
they are just as good as the average Aus-
tralian. I think it is our duty as Aus-
tralians to impress on those people the
necessity for them to stop in the coun-
try andl spend their money where they
earn it. If the Austrians were pre-
pared to stop in Australia and bring their
women with them, or mairry Australian
girls who thought fit to enter into inatri-
mon 'y with them, their sons would be jusst
as good Australians as the sons of any
Britisher; in fact, I am inclined to think
that in many respects they are a better
example, for this reason, that on demo-
cratic questions they are not continually
seeking to get a British precedent so dear
to the heart of the average Anglo-
maniacs, sometimes called Australians. I
know in Victoria where a number of Itali-
ans settled during the early digging dlays
the sons of those early settlers, retaining
their foreign names, are just as good Aus-
tralians morally, physically and mentally,
as any Australian born can ever hope to
be. What we have to fight for, and what
is provided for in the Bill, is that those
people who are in the State but not of
it should seriously consider the question
of making themselves naturalised, Bri4
tishers and dwelling in the country. If
they do that the Bill provides that they
can work on in equal footing with the
British workman. I have nothing fur-
ther to say excep~t to mention to the Mini-
ster for Mines what possibly' cannot be
brought under this Mfines Regulation Bill,
bnt can come under the amending Mining
Bill next session, and that is that all
companies floated in this State should at
all future times have their head office in
Western Australia. As an Australian I
am tired of the doubtful honour of hay-
ing a board of directors in London spend-
ing large sums as directorate and manag-
ing expenses from money drawn out of
Australian soil-people who have no in-
terest in Australia except in regard to
the cash they can get out of it.

Mr. SPEAKER :The hion. member
cannot proceed wvith that form of (is-
cuss10ion

-.%r. GREEN : I bow to your ruling.
1 see thie point immediately, and I shall
therefore drop the argzument at tis
stage, mid trust that the 'Minister will
take the point into consideration, in
conclusion I must congratulate thle Al in-
ister on having brought in this Bill, aid
I feel g-rateful indeed and proud of the
adroit, and may .[ say statesmianlikc,
manner in which provision is made in
connection with this vexed question of
aliens to give thorn the full right of be-
coinn British subject s and working

hadin hand with their British fellows;
because I am satisfied once these men take
the oathi of allegiance they will not take
it litly' or without having somne idea
of stopping in thme country. If they do
stop in the country Australia w'ill be the
richer for their presence.

Mr. SPEARER : If hon. memlbers
wait until I rise to mny feet, I will put
the question.

The 1'fl~iS'rER FOR 3JtNES (in
reply) : Thme Bill is beiing opposed
mainly on the grounds, so it is alleged,
of the inadequate time allowed for its
consideration. As to that, some Bill
has to be first in the session and some
Bill has to he last, and I venture to say
that this Bill would have received just
the same consideration at the hands of
the Opposition and in another place had
it been introduced on the first day of
the session as it is likely to receive
at the present time. There is a fortnight
yet before Christmas, and I am pre-
pared, and the Government are prepared,
to sit on until Christmas eve in order
to allow lion. members in this Chamnher
and another place the fullest opportun-
ity of discussing the provisions of the
measure; but the objection is not because
of insufficieney of time to discuss the
matter. The objection against this Bill
is, of the same character as that which
was raised against every other Bill in-
troduced during this session. Indeed it
is the same objection that has been
raised against every measure introduced
in this or any other Parliament of the
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British Empire which bad for its object
the improvement of the conditions under
which the great masses of the people
work and have their being..

Mr. George : You are not justified
in saying that.

The MI NISTER FOR MINES:- I am
justified in saying it, and every student
of history knows that the statement is
absolutely true. If I may be pardoned
for manking the comparison, I can remind
members of the times from about 1840 to
]S50 when the agitation was in progress
for the abolition of child labour in the
factories of England. It was then urged
just as vehemently and strenuously as
our friends in opposition are opposing
this Bill to-day that the various indus-
tries could not stand the reform; the fac-
tories of England would close if children
of ten and twelve years of age were not
permitted to work in them. Those were
the days when a child under eight years
of age was dragged out of bed at six
o'clock in the morning and driven to work
in factories. and those factories had bos-
ses with canes in their hands to drive
the children arid spur them to their work
,.when they were in danger of falling to
sleep through sheer physical exhauis-
tion. When it was urged that that con-
ditioni of things should no longer exist,
the opponents of the reform declared
that child labour was necessary if the
prosperity of the industry was to con-
tinue. I need not take hon. members
on through the various stages of reform
since that day, further than to say that
the same old stock argument has been
used on every occasion. When it was
sought to reduce the hours of labour
from ten to eight it was said that the
industries would have to close up and
that they Could not possibly compete
with those in other lands, and just as that
prophecy has proved to be false in -re-
gard to those matters, so I venture to

-say the prophecies of what will happen
if the. provisions of this Bill arc carried
into law will also be proved to be false.
The member for Pingelly throughout the
whole of his remarks never once referred
to the conditions of work underground,
or as to how far this Bill is going to

affect the lives and welfare of the men
whom it is intended to benefit. The-
whole theme of his discussion was that
the Bill was going to reduce dividends.
As oue who for the time being has the-
care of the mining industry in my posses-
sion, I anm just as anxious as he to avoid
any notion that will tend to diminish un-
fairly the dividends in the mining indus-
try. but, as I said when introducing the
Bill. I am not going to refrain from otak-
ing any action if the balance opposed
to dividends in the scale is to be the
lives and health of the men en-.
gaged in the industry. Now what.
does Western Australia as a State get
from the mining companies in return
for what is being paid in dividends9 In
the short space of twenty years somie-
thingy over £C22,000.000 has been paid in
dividends by the gold-mining industry.
Gold to the value of £202,000,000 has,
been produced arid those companies which
have distributed £22,000,000 in the old
country have not left behind them one
monument; they have not, so far as I
knowv, spent one pound in the way of
developing, beautifying, or improving
this State out of the grold they have won.
I believe there is a drinking fontain
somewhere in Kalgoorlie, but that is the
only thing of a puiblic character ever
contributed or donated by the mining
companies operating in this State.

Mr. Wisdom: After getting one per
cent, out of it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Does.
the hion. member say we ought to be,
grateful because we are getting one per
cent.?1

Mr. Wisdom: I say the companies have
had one per cent. per annum out of the
industry, according to your figures.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is no member on the Opposition side who
in discussing this matter can get into his
brain any other word than dividends.
Hew is it going to affect dividendst
Whether or not it is going to kill men
does not matter. No argument was used
by speakers on the Opposition side; no
facts have -been produced; no sound rea-
sons have been given that the Bill is
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going to have the effect they allege it
is going to have.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: It must throw men
out of work.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
is not one clause in the Bill that is likely
to throw men out of work. But after
all) is that an aspect of the question that
is appealing to my friends on the Opposi-
tion, that it is going to throw men out of
work?9 Is it not that they fear it is
likely to lessen the profits and dividends
distributed among shareholders of these
mines? I do not wish to indulge in the
role of a prophet., hut I have a Pretty
shrewd idea of what is going to happen
to the Bill before it gets through to its
final stages, and the argumient used InD
some other place will be precisely the
same as has Ibeen used-

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister is not
in order in anticipating discussion in an-
other place.

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: Then,
I shall use the argument used by op-
ponients of the Bil outside another place,
the argument used by thme secretary of
the Chamber of Mines, that the Bill, see-
ing it is of a revolutionary nature, has
been brought down too late in the session
for consideration. This will not hold good
from what we know has transpired, be-
,cause we know that the legislation intro-
,duced by the Government during the pre,
sent session has failed to find a place on
the statute-hook quite irrespective of the
time when it has been introduced.

H-on. J. Mitchell: You have had plenty
cf Bills through.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We
have had many- Bills through and there
mre many we have failed to get through.

M1r. U nderwood: And there are mnany
"threw" out.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
argument that the Bill is introduiced late
in the session will not hold good for a
moment. The leader of the Opposition
declared that one of the drastic proposals
in the Bill, the abolition of nighbt work,
bad not been asked for -by any of tbe
most concerned, and he asserted that if
a ballot -were taken not 10 per cent, of
the men eng-aged in underground work

would vote for the abolition of night
work. I am quite prepared to stand -by
a ballot of the men, and if it is against
the provision in the Bill I shall be pre-
pared to drop the provision, but I am
quite sore the leader of the Opposition
will not agree to such a proposition as
that.

Mkr. Foley: The miners' conference en-
dorsed it.

The MINISTER FOR M1INES: The
statement that it is going to throw num-
bers of men out of work is not correct,
because from now till January, 191.4, pro-
vision can be made by the companies in
the way of storage hins and otherwise to
work their plants continuously as they
are doing now without reducing to any
very serious extent the number of men
employed. Even if it did reduce to a
somewhat smaller extent the number of
men employed, as has been pointed out
by other bon. members, their health and
other membhers should be considered. How
many of us would care to spend one-
third of our working lives underground?
Taking the wvorking life of a mine as
being 36 years, starting at the age of 20,
and continuing till 50, hie is spending one-
third of his time,. that is 12 solid years,
shut ouit from sunlight and the pure air
of heaven.

Air. Uullany: There is only one man
on the Great Fingall over 56.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I agree
the argumenit is an extravagant one, but
it does not alter the point I am endeavour-
ing to make out that a man spends one-
third of his working hours underground
shut ouit fromn sunlight and working
unnatural hours and under unnatural e-on-
ditions, aind if anything can be done to
aholishi such a condition of things the
House is justified in taking any steps to
accomplish that purpose. The leader o(
the Opposition declared it was a revo-
lutionry provision to 'attempt to limjit
the hours of work to 44 per week, and he
said it was a matter entirely for the con-
siderat ion of the Arbitration Court, and
in fact it had nothing at all to do with
the House, or with the Bill; hut I would
remind the hon. member of the fact that
the present Act passed in 1906 laid down
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[ie masuurrmi hours which men should be
employed, and time present Act lays down
that amen cannot be employed for more
than 4.8 hours, so that the principle of
Parliament laying down the hours that
may lbe worked has been established; and
.if it has not unduly interfered with the
functions of the Arbitration Court to lay
down the hours that should be worked by
men in 1906, the same principle hiolds
good to-day, even though we propose to
redue the hours from 48 to 44 per week.
It was also asked whyv should thle Govern-
ment endeavour to limlit the niumber of
aliens emiployed in our mines, and it was
asked whether we were going to hound
these mien out of the country because
they were not B3ritishers. But I
would remind hion. members that the
principle of limiting the number of aliens
iii our mines is not one that originated
witl,[the Labour party or myself, because
when 'Mr. Gregory was M~inister for Mines
lie introduced -the principle into thme draft
of a Bill which he had prepared in 10%
iii which it was laid down that the num-
her of aliens that could be employed
should be in the proportion of 1 to 7, and
that same principle has been continued
iii the present Bill. So I ask, why are
the Opposition so antagoniistic to-night in
,alleg ing that we are going to honnd these
mien out of the country? Onl the other
hand is Parliament not Justified iii
interfering in a matter of this kind if the
managers of our mines are in effect enden-
vouring- to hound Britishers out of the
country? It is discreditable to the men ini
charge of our mines, and it is a discredit-
able state of affairs that such a provision
ns this should he inserted in a stofule.
hecause if these managers had tire true
welfare of the State at heart and of the
Emipire. which 'they so loudly boast about
so frequently, they would not of their
own volition gix-o preference to men who
are fureign- to our nation. If the time of
need should come these men would be of
very little use to us. and they are a mien-
are, not only to the safety of Western
Australia. but a menace to the social and
moral life of the country.

_Mr. Wisdom: Ohi!
Tire MITNISTER. FOR IIlTN17FS: The

lion. meiiibei knows that where mien of

one race, unable to speak the English lan-
guage, come into this country by thou-
sands unacconipanied by their wvomen
folk they are a menace to (lie moral wrel-
fare of the country, and I say that, see-
ung preference has been given to these

menl onl the goldfields, it is quite time
somnething, should he done by Parliament
to alter that state of affairs. If it had
not been for the fact that this preference
has been going oil increasing of late years,
perhaps this provision would not have
been contained in the Bill; but as I say,
the action now is amply justified because
of tire fact that our own race, our own
kith and k-inl, are being puished out and
foreigners who are of very little value to
the country given preference. I do not
wish to discuss the points brought for-
wvard at any greater length other than to
say that if hion. members are -really willing
to seriously conisider this Bil] here or
elsewhere there is ample time to do so be-
tween this and Christmas. It wvill not
hold good or be accepted by persons con-
cernied as a valid argument for the re-
jection of the measure that it has been
brought down at this late hour of the
sesioII. I appeal to hon. members to
take a projper view, the view that there-
are otlher interests and concerns besides
those of maiang profits and paying- divi-
(lends. A reverend gentleman who oc-
cupies a high position in the Common-
wealth only' recently declared that if any
industrY could not payv a full . fail- arid.
hiv'-ing wagec and( provide good conditions
of cniplo yrrcitt for thlose following- that
Calling then it was better I he industry
should (lie; and I say tiat even it the
a venues of emp loymnent aire soinen-hat
in1inimised, which T dTo not at all admit,
by tlie operation of this Bill, we are
justified in doig our utmnost to protect
and sniFeguard thre lives of thio.e who
no0w arid ill tile future Will hare to follow
tin is da ngerous and unpleasant ocn l-
lionl of niining.

Qunest ion put and a division taken with.
the following results:-

Ives .. . .23

MNs I L S 12

Majority for .. 11
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Ares.
Mr. McDonald
Mr. McDowall
Mr. Mullazy
Mr. Nunsie
Mr. 0'Logblen

Mr. Seddan
Mr. B. J. Stubbs
M r. Swan

Mr. Walker
Mr, A. A. Wilson
Mr. Underwood

(Teller).

W'r. Ang-wln
Mr. Daub
.Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Collier
M r. flooley
Mr. Dwyer
Mr, Foley
ATr. Green
Mr. Holman
Mr. Hudson

-Mr. Lander
Mr. Lewis

M r. Alien
Mr. Broun
Mr. Ceorge
Mr. Harper
Mr. Ljefroy
Mr. Mitcbeli
MTlr. Monger

Naaeon
A. N. Please
R. Wilson
Wisdom
A. H. Please

(Teller).

'Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr, Holman in the Chair, the Minister
for Mines, in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to S-agreed to.
Clause 9-Amendment of Section S:

The MINISTER FOR MINES moved
On amendment-

That all words after "is," in line .1 be
struck out, and the following inserted in
lieu :-1re pealed and a section is in-
serted in place thereof as follows:
Disqualification of district ins peotors:
N'o person shall be qualified to be a
district inspector who at thea samne timle
actually proactises, either alone or in
partnership with any person, as a land
agent, mining engineer, mining mana-
ger, viewerm, agent or valuer of mines,
or acts as an arbitrator in any differ-
ence or dispute arising between owners,
agents, or managers of mines or is
otherwise employed in or as the owner
or part owner of or interested as a
shareholder in any mnine within the
St ate:'

The amendment -would hare practically
the same meaning as the clauise, except
that it had been redrafted in a manner
which would makie it clearer and more
definite than he form in which it ap-
peared in the Bill.

Amendment passed, the clause as
amended agreed to..

ClaulSes 10 a 1d( 11-agreed to.
Clause 12-Amendment of Section 14:
The 'MINISTER FR MINES moved

an amendment-
Th'at all the words after "amended"

in line 1 be struck out, and the follow-
ing inserted in lieu :_,ebY omitting thea
word "the" before "inspector" in the
second line thereof, and inserting the
word "any."~

The object of the amendment was to cor-
rect a printer's error which had crept
into the clause.

Amendment passed, thie clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 13--Amendment to Section 15:
MNr. MIJNSIE: Did not the Minister

think it would be advisable to include
here a clause deflinitely repealing Section
16 of. thle Act?7

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: Section
16 of the Act dealt with the app~ointment
of workmen's insp~ectors, and even thoug-h
clauses in tlhe Bill dealing with I he ap-
pointmnent of such inspectors had now
been carried hie could see no harmi in al-
lowing Section 16 to reain. Although
it had not been used in the past, still
it would not operate in any way pre-
judicially to the clause as carried, and
in fact would in no way be detrimental
to the Bill.

Mr, MLU'NSIE: To leave Section 16 in
the Act would be to invite the throwing
out of the similar provision in the Bill.
Personally lie felt disposed to more a
new- clause be inserted at this juncture,
repealing Section 16.

The CHAIRMAN: New clauses could
not be moved until after the last clause
of the Bill.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 14 to 20-agyeed.
Clause 21-Amendment of Section 31:
The M3INISTER FOR )LEINS

moved-
That all words after "used" in line 3

be struck out and "in shafts for loads
not exceeding Aive hundred rounds in
wveight and which are nlot raised or
lowered through a greater distance than
two hundred feet" inserted in lien.

Noss.
Mr.

Mr.
M r.
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The amendment made no alteration what-
ever to the meaning of the clause, but was
merely an improvement on the wording.

Amendment passed, the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 22-Amendmuent of Section 32:

Mr. MIUNSIE: It was proposed to alter
Rule (3) (p) by the insertion of the
words "or near" before "the butt." This
would lead to considerable complications.
it was only right that under certain cir-
cumstances one should be allowed to bore
in an old hole after having washed it out
with water. Onl the Golden Mile it was
the usual custom to carry a winze as small
as possible, which rendered unavoidable
the boring close to an old butt. In his
opinion the provision was quite uuneees-
sary and would lead to complications.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: While
it was true in many cases it would be ima-
possible to bore without boring near thle
butt of an old hole it was, nevertheless,
possible to bore in another place with-
out going near the butt. This rule, ns
in the case of all other clauses of
the Bill, would be covered by
the words " reasonably practicable."
Under the existing Act there were many
provisions which were very specific and
were being evaded day after day, simply
because in some mines they might not be
reasonably practicable, though in other
intnes they were. Provision was made for
the carrying out of the requirements of
this measure where reasonably practic-
able. That would apply in this case.
Where it was possible to prevent boring
near old butts it should be done. A frac-
ture often remained in a crevice and there
was danger in consequence. The clause
would do good where it was possible to
adhere to it, and it would not work any
harm where it was not practicable.

Mr. MUNSIE: It was his opinion t hat
thle clause wvould do harm. To test the
feeling of the Committee he moved anl
amnidment-

Thalt the wcords "In rule (3) (p) the
words 'o? ?fear' are inserted before the
words Ithe butt'" be strucek out.
Mr. 'MLLANY : The wvords were uan-

,,evessa ry. The olbjeei wvas to prevent
iners frora boringl nenr old butts where

there might be unexploded dynamite.
Complicltions might arise in getting a
definition of the words "or near."

Amendment jput and p~assed.
Thle 'MINISTEII FOR MINES moved

a further amendnent-
Thlt the word "such," in line four of

paragraph (Jib) be struck out.
The word was superfluous.

Amendment passed.
Tie MINISTER FOR MINES moved

a f urther amendment-
That the paragraph-"In Rule (15)

the words 'a machine worked by steam,
water, or mechanical power' are omitted,
and the following words, 'any form of
hoist other than such as is operated by
hand labour' are inserted in place there-
of, and in line four for 'machine' sub-
slituate 'hoist., in; line four for 'always
kept' substitute 'kept always'" be
struck out.

Tus particular paragraph wvas erroneous-
13' duplicated in the Bill.

Amendment passed.
Thle MINISTER FOR MINES moved

a further amendment-
That the following be inserted before

Rule 36:- "The following words are
added to Rule (34)-'and such ladder
shall not be pulled up from the bottom
when firing out until the men have
climbed or been, hoisted to a safe posi-
tion' "I

Amzendment passed.

,%If. MUNSIE: The first portion of
paragraph (hi) wvould work considerable
hardship. In a spliced wire rope the
splice "'as the strongest part, and if the
work was done by practical men it was
not necessary to prohibit the use of pro-
perly spliced rope. If the prohibition was
insisted onl new ropes would be necessary
when a serviceable rople merely having a
kink whiclh could be cut and spliced muight
be sa fely used]. In the ease of small mines
a ilan' mighdt 'van t to go tenl feet deeper

ovd uless hie was allowved to splice the
rope hie wvould have to provide a new one.
'thle M~ituisi or should delete the reference
to sjliiutg".

The NL]NISTER FOR 'MINES: There
lMas III, very great object ion to omitting
life 1,aaq .' It uni._ht be a hardship
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0th prospectors or small companies to buy
a new rope when the existing one might be
serviceable if spliced. A spliced rope

igh-t be as strong as a new one or it
might lie at parting point, and it would
lie diflicult to detect tlhe weakness. During
nil thle years that mining operations had
been carried on hie was not aware that
accidents have taken place by reason of a
spliced rope having parted; therefore the
clause would be better in the Bill. It would
tend to a greater degree of safety, but as
it might possibly work a, hardship to those
who were working iii a. small way there
would be no objection'to thle proposal of
the h~on. member.

Mr. FOLEY: So far as his experi-
enc -went lie had never seen a spliced
rope hreak at the splice. Say it was
spliced up to 40 feet and the spliee
stretched three feet, his judgment would
lead him to believe that the actual stretch-
ing in that splice would not cause danger,
but of course hie would not pit his opinion
against that of an expert in this matter.
Hie felt disposed to vote with the member
for Hannans (?Ur. MNunsie).

Mr. NiUNSIE: As there was no objec-
tion to the words being deleted, he would
mnove-

That paragraph (01) be struck out.
Amendment put and passed.
Mir. ItUtNSIE: There was another

matter to which hie desired to draw atten-
tion and it was the last paragraph which
provided that no rise should be permitted
to go to a height greater than 20 feet.
le would test the feeling of the Commit-
tee onl this question because in his opinion
the rise should be limited to 10 feet. There
was no occupation in mining which was
so detrimental to the health of the em-
ployees as rising. and lie failed to see
where there was an 'y necessity to rise other
than for a stope. The Bill provided] that
the hei'ght of a stope should he 10 feet
so that a l0ft. rise would lie enlough. The
Minister might consider (Ile advisableness
of altering the heighit to l.0ft.

The MIENISTER FOR M.%INES: We
were going a considerable distance in the
Bill in limiting the heighlt of rises to 2Oft.
If we agreed to the 10) feet the wYork would
be just as hard and just ais disag-reeable

as if thle height were 20 feet, but we were
limiting, the rise to 20 feet and that, it
would be admitted, was a great improve-
ment indeed on the method which per-
mitted rises to go as high as they liked.
We would achieve a good deal if we se-
cured the limitation to 20 feet.

Ui ARPER'l: The limitation to 20
feet was in his opinion even too little.
Rising was a difficult problem and an ex-
pensive one. The sinking of winzes 'vas
far more risky and many more accidents
happened sinking winzes than in rising.
To discontinue rises would mean extra ex-
pense in making connections from one
level to another.

Mr. MULLANY: Although he agreed
ais to the necessity of doing away with the
practice of rising undergrotwd as muchI
as it wias possible, we would go ai con-
siderable distance indeed, if we limited the
height to 20 feet. If we had only a rise
to 1.0 feet it would mean that we must
continue boring dry holes because there
would not be the niecessary room to take
the machine higher to carry off a stope.
This would perpetuate the dust nuisance
which was the most objectionable feature
of rising work.

Clause as amended pint and passed.
Claulses 23 to 25-agreed to.
Clause 26-Amendment of Section 41:
Hon. J. MITCHELL: WVas it not pos-

sible that this clause would work injury
to the miner? The Minister had said that
these provisions could only be put into
operation when they wvere reasonabli
practicable, but it did see]] as if a hard,-ship would he done to the worker. If
thle hours were reduced to 44, sooner or
Inter thie pay would be reduced. Mining
"-as a strenuous work, hut biefore legislat-
ing to bring about a 44 hours week we
should have very good reasons, D~id thle

Miiitrexpect that the present ;vaires
of miners would he continued when they
only worked reduced time'

The MINISTER FOR A1[NFS: The
clause wa-s justified, Trrte were sonie
occu pat ionls, if notL iii this Shle certainly
in . thle Eastern State-. it] whliclh iiien
wourked only 44 hours per week.

111'r. 34 ullanv : In mining in Queensland.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: And
ini the building trade in some of the East-
ern States. If there was any industry
where a 44 hours week was justified it
was mining, the working conditions of
which were more distressing and the work
harder than in any other industry. This
provision applied only to work under-
ground, and it would only mean a reduc-
lion of three hours per week because,
although the Act provided for a 48 hours
week, the custom was to work only 47
hours. He did not think the alteration
would mean any very considerable in-
crease in cost to the companies.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But it wvill mean re-
duced wages.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
same argument had been used against the
shortening of the 10 hour day, but in
practice it had worked out in an exactly
opposite way, because side by side with
the reduction of hours there had been an
increase of wages, and with that increase
of wages and reduction of hours the out-
put had been so much greater as to fully
compensate for-the concession. The cost
of production in many industries in which
the working hours had been shortened
was no greater than when long hours
were worked. As the hours were reduced
the men were able to work harder, and
it wvas known [hat they did work harder
and that they could do as much work in
eight hours as they used to do in 10 hours.

Eon. J. MITCHELL: The M~inister's
statements were not convincing. The
State had gone as far as it logically could
wvhen it fixed the working hours at 48
jper week. We would be setting up a 44
hours week which would extend to other
industries, and that would mean increased
cost of production and consequently of
living. The Minister was going too far
and the clause would p~enalise the work-
ers. In some mines it might not be
desirable to work more than 40 hours,
lbut in other mines which were well venti-
laled and the conditions of which were,
favourahle, men could work 48 hours.

Mr. HARPER: The Minister should
agree to continue the present 48 hours
Pistem, or 47 hours as it worked in prac-
i;-e. It was the general Practice that the
time of the worker was taken from the

brace, and the time occupied in getting
to the place where he was to work in the
mine came out of the employer's eight
hours. Then the workers had half an
hour for crib, so that they could not work
more than seven hours a day in the face.
Consideration had to be given as to how
tar the low grade mines of the State
could stand these altered conditions.
Every additional imposition placed on
the industry would reduce the number of
men employed and the number of mines
working, and consequently decrease the
gold production. It was the duty of
Parliament to give the mining industry
all the encouragement and assistance
possible. Compared with other forms of
manual labour, mining \vas agreeable
work and was certainly much better than
working in a railway cutting in the heat
of the sun. The shortening of the hours
of labour would increase the cost of
production, and that was not desirable.

Mr. FOLEY: In Victoria the majority
of the work was carried out under better
conditions than in Western Australia.
There was a chance of a miner getting a
certain amount of artificial air at his
disposal and the temperatures wvere
gauged in the face. If the temperature
was over a certain degree the miners dlid
not work 44 hours, but there were four
shifts of six hours. The Minister had
gone into this question and considered
that the faces in Western Australia wvere
similar to those where men worked the
six hour shifts in Victoria. Also the
Victorian miners got more pay. As to
the point about changing in the face, the
men down below after the whistle blew
lost just as mnch time waiting to be
raised to the surface as men lost waiting
on the surface to go down in the cage.
The power to fix the hours of work at 44
was justifiable.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 27 to 33-agreed to.
Clause 34-Unily' wages to he paid:
Mr. HARPER: The best class of

miners wvent in for contract work hecause
it gave them an opportunity of obtainins!
higher wages, and the mines preferred
to let contracts. We need only provide
that the-e contracts should bea carried o'it
under proper spe -ifictions. It would he
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a fatal blow to the industry to prohibit
contract work. Wherever it was pro-
hibited it had been followed by disastrous
results.

Mr. Muiisie: Where?
Mr. HARPER: In the Murehison dis-

trict. We knew that few mines were
being worked to-day in the Murehison
where contract work was not allowed.

Mr. Munsie: Have anty closed down
through it?

Mr. HARPER : Contract work en-
abled other men to follow, and contrac-
tors set a good ex-ample for other men
to compete against, and there was a great
deal saved to the mine owner in the miat-
ter of sulpervision, which was a very
difficult thing- at any time. It was easy
to hoodwink the shift boss. That was
why' contract system was so strenuously
fought for in the past. Het knew men
uinder thle influence of drink to go down
the mines at Broken Bill and never do
a bit of work- in the whole shift. It was
t his systemi at Broken Hill that caused
the big strike that followed later on. He
could see that strike coming at the time
lie left Broken Hill, but thec strike was

alover thle question of supervision.
The shift boss could not insist on the
men working. As wve allowed the cou-
tract system in nearly ever 'y other in-
dustry it would be a great pity to pen-
alise the mining industry in this regard.
The suggestion to allow it under proper
specifications should be adopted, or it
would be only one more blow at mining
and would bring the industry to a quicker
enid than would otherwise be the ease.

Mr. MTJULIANY : The condition of
affairs at Broken Hill (leseribed by the
member for Pingcllv was a disgrace to
the management aIs much as to the men.
What was the lion. imember's histor'y V
The lion. memiber had nanared Frazer's
Mline. the White Feather. anti the
Golden Pole, where contract work was
carried on., but what was the con-
dition of those mines to-day? There
was a further remarkable coincidence.
The lion. member claimed to hare
risen from a miner to the niafc-
ment of a mine. Tt was a coincidencee
that these t hree mines wenit down under

the hion, member's management, but the
hot). member appeared to have emerged
from the ruins in a more affluent position

The CHAIR-MAN : The hion. me~mber
was not in order in dealing with the per-
sonality of the member for Pingelly.

Mr. MULLANY : One strong cause for
districts languishing was that those who
took profits out of muines did not have
a sotiliociut faith in the industry to put
back sonic of those profits and try to get
over the difficulties the mnines were faced
with.

Mr. TAYLOR : There was no indus-
try in any part of Australia where the
System of contract was carried on as in
the mining industry of Western Austra-
lia. What was a contract here as we
knew it ? The management said that
so and so was the price and if the men
were exceptionally good and they put
more energy, into it and made it pay
more than wages they were put off and it
was offered to another team of men at a
reduced rate, which almost brought it
down to the daily wages rate, and the
men had to work at racecourse speed.
No one knew this better than the member
for Pingelly. We objected to contract
in our minies as recog-nised by the em-
ployer, because it was a sweating and a
pace-making system, a system which was
calculated to absorb all human energy
and which wvas remunerated at the lowest
possible cost. WVe had tried repeatedly
under the old Arbitration Act to have
the matter brought before the court, but
we had failed. Every other industry ex-
cept shearing was carried on by day
labour.

Mr. Harper :What. about the timber
industry ?

Msir. TAYLOR : That was largely day
labour.

1'tr. Harper -And tim! sleeper hewers?9
M11r. TAYLOR : Thme sleelper hewer was

a contractor who supplied sleepers to the
purchaser. There "'as no middlenman
there. It was much easier to Supervise a
contract than dav ;rork.

Mr. Harper : It pays the companies
better.

-11r. TAYL-[O.R :Biecause tlier' got the last
oumnce out of thle men. Contract wvork
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caused relaxation of supervision and for
that reason alone this clause should be
allowed to remain in the Bill.

Mr. 'HARPER : Personally he was not
in accord with the system of contracting.
If it were carried out by the ton the miner
would estimate the tonnage in a certain
stope; that would provide the contractor
with a certain amount of food for specu-
lation and even in contracting, if he hap-
pened to be a good judge of the nature
of the ground, he would reap a benefit
if he happened to be an experienced
miner. The supervision was easier and
it did not entail the presence of a number
of shift bosses to look after the contrac-
tors as it did to look after those employed
on day work. With regard to accidents
in mines, he defied creation that super-
vision would prevent them occurring.

Mr. Taylor : Yon can minimise them.
Mr. HARPER: The experience he had

gained was that snpervision did not pre-
vent accidents.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 35 to 40-agreed to.
New clause:
Mr. MTJNSIE : Would lie be in order

at that stage in moving in the direction
of having a specific mention in the Bill
that Section 16 of the present Act was
repealed by the Bill. It was necessary
that there should be some mention of this
fact in the Bill. His object was to re-
peal Section 16. He moved an amend-
met-

That the following be added to stand
as Clause 14 :--"Section 16 of the prin-
cipal Act is hereby repealed."
The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was

not easy to see how the bon. member
would achieve anything by carrying the
amendment. If the Bill became lawv the
provisions for the inspection by workmen
would certainly be availed of as against
the similar provisions contained inl See-
tion 16 of the principal Act. Tlhere was
not hing to be obtained by striking out
Section 16. The only objection to it was
its lack of utility. It had been taken
adlvantage of on only one occasion, on
the Murchison, but it might be required]
n-iain. At all events it could do no harm.

Mr. Munsie : It muighlt do harm if you
leave it there.

The MINISTER FORINMINES: It wvas
not likely. Those who desired to take
advantage of the new provisions would
have no use for Section 16, but others
might wish to avail themselves of that
section. The retaining of Section 16
would afford the workers a choice as to
which provision they would avail them-
selves of.

'Mr. MUNSIE: If there was any assur-
ance that the provisions contained in the
amending Bill were going to become law
he wvould not care whether Section 16 wall
struck out or left in. Why hie desired it
to be struck out was for the reason that
when the Bill should come under consider-
ation in another place there was a possi-
bility of the members of that place agree-
ing to the appointment of district in-
spectors and special inspectors, and strik-
ing out workmien's inspectors, on the
ground that provision was already made
in the existing Act.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If the
amendment was carried it would serve to
draw the attention of another place to
the fact that we had struck out an al-
ready existing provision from the princi-
pal Act and inserted it in the Bill. What,
then, would another place say if they held
that the existing provision was adequate?
Most certainly they would Strike out the
lion, member's amendment. The retention
of the section would not make any differ-
ence in regard to the Bill.

Newv clause put, and negatived.
Title--ag-ced to.
Bill reported with amendments, and the.

report adopted.

BILI,-WOXKERi ' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's requested Amendments.
Bill returned from the Legislative

Council with a schedule of requested
amendments, which wvere nowv considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Attorney

General in charfe of the Bill.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: For the

information of the Committee it should
be stated that in rezard to most of the
amendmen ts lie wvon]d move they they he
accepted. This wvould be done in a spirit
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of compromise itt view of tile late hour
of the session, and lie trusted that those
amendments which be could not accept
would Ile treated in the same spirit in
another place. If all the requiested amend-
ments were made, the Bill would not be
what the Government and the party
wished it to Ibe, and what they consideredl
it oughlt to ble. If hie could not get all
wve wished, then in a slpirit of compromise
lie was going to accept a numbher of thle
requested amendments.

No. II. Clause 4-Strike out the defini-
tion of 'certifying medical practitioner":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Council had struck out industrial dis-
eases from the Bill altogether, and this
was a consequenlial amendment. He
moved-

That thec amtendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amnendment made.
No. 2. Clause 4-Add at the end of the

definition of "dependants" the following
words: "and who are domiciled in the
United Kingdom or in some other portion
of 1-is Majesty's Dominions":

The ATTORNEY G ENERAL: This
was a vital amendment of a dangerous
vlharacter and it was to be hoped the
Council would not insist upon it.

H-on. Frank Wilson: Why is it dan-
gel-Otis?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
an amendment wvhich permitted the en-
gagement of foreigners and non-citizens
in tile mines without the same risks and
responsibilities onl the part of the em-
plovyers as would apply to the employment
of citizens.

Hion. J. litchell: The foreigner would
not leave the benefits to go back.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
emplloyer would not have to pay ainy
damages in case of accident to foreigners
and the tendency would be to fill the
mines with non-British workmen. Hle
moved-

That thea amendmenit be not made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

-amendment not made.
On motions by the ATTORN EY GENT-

MfAL Amendments Nos. 3. 4. and 5
made.
(1.58]

No. ti, Clause 6. Sub-clause 2 -nsert
[Ilie following to stand as paragraph (a) :
"The employer shall not *be liable under
this Act. in respect of an'v injury which
does not disable tile worker for a period
of nt least one wveek from earning- full
wvages at the work at which hie was em-
ployead":

Thie AT TORNEY GENERAL: The
Bill as it had left this Chamber p)rovided
for thle call ulpon tilie insurance to com-
mence from the dale of accident. The
amendment allowed a week's grace and
a subsequent amendment made tile pay-
ment Commence at the end of the week.
He mnoved-

That t/ie amndment be made.
Qunestion put and passed; the Council's

amendment made.
No. 7. Clause 6, Sub-clause 2, para-

gra1)h (b) -Strike out "unless the injury
results in death or serious or permianent
disablement'':

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ani
1 mj tori a t principle was involved, that
of Contr ibutory negligence, In the Bill
it had been provided] thlit where anl ac'-
den! oec tri-ed resulting in petrmanent d is-
abllenletit or death the dependaints should

hae a Claim for damnages. I-fe could not
arere to this a mendment i.ad lie there-
fore moved-

fTat the amendment be nlot mnade.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not made.
Onl motion by the ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL, Amendment No. S made.
No. 9, Clause 9, Subelause I-Insert

at the end of thle clause the following
words: "but the immediate employer shall
be primarily liable and failing his or
their liability to satisfy the compensation
due the principal shall become liable for
the unsatisfied balance":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was a Concession, but it did not go so
far as the Bill when it left the Chamber.
A principle was involved, which lie could
not depart from. He moved-

That the amendment be not made.
Question pitt and passed: the C"ouncil's

amendment not made.
On mnotions by thvfie ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL. Amendments JNos. 10, 11, and 12
miade.
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No. 13, Clause 1.0, Sub-clause 3, line
5-After "amount" insert "not exceed-
ing in any individual case one hundred
and fifty pounds":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
amendment related to the liability of a
bankrupt. The Committee of this House
has provided that claims by injured per-
sons or dependants in case of accident
should have priority in ease of bank-
ruptcy. The principle of priority was ad-
mitted by the Council. but the amount
of the priority was limited to £150. He
moved-

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment made.
On motions by the ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL amendments Nos. 14, 15, 16, and
17 made.

No. 18, Clause 20, Subelanse (4)-
Strike out all the words after "regula-
tion" in line 3 down to the words "regu-
lation" in line 8:

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
was an alteration of the innovation which
the Assembly had made in proposing that
the two H-ouses should sit jointly in case
of the disallowance of any regulation.
The amendment proposed to return to
the old conditions of the regulation being
placed on the Table of both Houses, and
c onsidered by each separately. He
moved-

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed;. the Council's

amendment made.
No. 10, flirst schedule, parag-raph (a),

sub-paragraph 1, strike out in line 4 the
word "fonr" and insert "three":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
would reduce the amount from £400 to
£300. He moved-

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment made.
On motion by the ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL, amendment No. 20 made.
NO. 21, Clause 1, paragraph (b). strike

out "ten shillings"' in lines 6 and 7:
The ATTORN-EY GENERAL:- This

would reduce the contribution from £2
10s. to £E2 a week. He moved-

That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment made.

On motion by the ATTORNEY GEN-
EIRAL, amendment No. 22 made.

No. 23. Clause 1, strike out proviso
(a) and insert in lien thereof "if the in-
capacity lasts less than two weeks no
compensation shall be payable in respect
of the first week and":.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was the amendment to which he had re
ferred earlier. He moved-

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Councril's.

amendment made.
On motions by the ATTORNEY GE N-

ERAL, amendments Nos. 24. 2-5) 26, 27,
28 made.

No. 29. Clause 16, strike out c~f lines,
2 and 3 the words "either time -worker or":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
dealt with the right of commuting the
weekly contributions into a lump sum.
The power was given to the employer to
mnake that choice if hie desired. The As-
sembly had also given the worker the
right to ask that such should be done, but
it was cut out in another place. It was
desired to place the work-er and the em-
p]loyer on the same footing, and therefore
the retention of the words was desired.
He moved-

That the amendment be not made.
Question put and passed; the Couucil'

amenidmgnt not made.
On motions by the ATTORNEY GEN-

ERAL, amendments Nos. 30 and 31 made.
Resolutions reported, the report ad-

opted, and a Mlessage accordingly re-
turned to the Legislative Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES 1912-13.

Message.
Message from the Governor received

and read recommending appropriation
for the Loan Estimates 1912-13.

In Committee of Supply.
The House having resolved into Com-

mittee of Supply for the purpose of con-
siderding the Loan Estimates, Mr. Holman
in thle Chair,

The PREMITER and TREASURER
(Hon. J. Scaddan) said: Members I am
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sure will not expect me to deal at any
great length with thle Loan Estimtates a
now presented.

Ron. J. Mitchell- Why9q

The PREIER 7,: Because Of thle fact
that thle Estimates themselves explain the
direction in which we propose to expend
this money when authorised by Parlia-
ment. Still it is necessary that I should
explain something with regard to the
Loan Expenditure of the past and our
proposals for the future. 'Members will
by a. perusal of thle Estimates discover
thiat during the last tinancial year we ex-
pended £2,300,553 from our General Loan
Fund on general works and services. It
is also to be remembered that each year
commences with a balance to the credit of
General Loan Fund and it is not always
necessary to raise the amount of money
that is required for the purpose of pro-
riding for the works and services as
shown in the Estimiates for the year. The

Yr Nil-12 commenced with a credit
balance available for expenditure onl Gen-
eral Loant Fund to the amount of
£1,040,699). Anring the year £2,587,070
was raised for the purpose of carrying onl
the necessary toan works. -While that
amount was raised, we did not really have
that amiount available owing to the ex-
penises in connection with the raising- of
the money, but it is pleasing for mae to an-
nounce thant while we have raised such a
largpe sumn of money we really netted
£2,53.5,152, or something like £52,000 less
t han the total amount, which I think will
compare favouraly -with any simuilar
amount ever raised in the history of the
State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That is no com-
parison. You might have received more
than that.

The PREMIER: The question of what
I paid will be appreciated by members.
I did not expect the hen, member would
he very flattering in his remarkis whlat-
eeri price was paid. Tie will always say
that it would have been possible to ob-
tain it a little cheapen.

Hon. Frank Wilson: T shall comapli-
Ment you if there is anything to compli-
Menit you upon.

The PREMIER:] am prepared to ac-
cept the opinion of those who are not so
biassed as thle lender of the Opposition ,
and they have seen the wisdom perhaps
at rather a late hour of giving- the Gov-
ernment credit for lhaviag during the last
Year raised Money at a cheaper rate than
possibly was obtainable by any other
Government or any other concern. Only
last week the correspondent of the lWest
Australian in London made reference to
the fact and said thle Government were
to be congratulated onl having raised a
3%1 per cent. loan at such a magnificent
price. It shows that we wveni oil the
market at a suitable tinie notwithstanding
thle remarks of the hion. member.

12 o'clock, midnight.

Ron. Frank Wilson: Mfy interjec-
tion had nothing to do with your loan
flotation. I pointed out to you it de-
pended on the price you received and that
you might have received a premium Onl
your flotation instead of a discount, that
is all.

.[M1r. Price took the Chair.]

The PREAiER : The money we raised
last year compares favourably with thle
nmoney raised in -the past, but I want to
show that tinder the conditions then pre-
railing it undoubtedly stands to the credit
of the Government that they raised the
money raised in the past, but I want to
cheaper than if they had waited. During
the year L2,587.070 was raised] for the
purpose of carrying on the necessary loan
works. Of this amiount one million
pounds was raised in London at £C99, in-
terest 33/ per cent., and netted £958,839.
In Australia we raised £1,325,000 worth
of local inscribed 4 per cent, stock, which
was issued at par and netted £1,315,243.
Treasury Bills were also issued of varying
SuIMs; to talling £262,070 at 3%4 per cent.
The total loan expenditure for the year
was £2,309,552. leaving a balance of
£l.21i7.299 onl Loan Account proper;, but
against this an amnount of £77,081 was
expenided tinder Advance to Treasurer,
which, if not actually charged to General
Loan Fund, must be looked upon as a
utilisation of loan money. This amiount is
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charged against this 'year's expenditure
and is provided for in the Estimates now
presenlt(l. The loan issues for last year
were. in view of the stringency of the
money market, most satisfactory, and this
is the opinion he!ld by t hose in financial
circles who are in a position to express
an inmpartial opinion.

Mr. Wisdom: Are they your views based
on theirs. or are they their views based
on yours?

The PREMIER: Perhaps there is a
little bit of reciprocity between the pair
of uts. Of course the hon. member, as I
stated on the Revenue Est imates, has some
canons of finance new to the financial
world, and perhaps after they are in oper-
ation the financial experts would express
a di frerent opinion. Although the Lon-
dIon loan was issued at 3% per cent, inter-
est which 'vas an advance of '/4 per cent.,
it will only cost the State 2s. 4d. per cent.
by way' of additional interest to maturity.
I do riot think it is desirable at
this stage to make lengthy refer-
ences to newspaper comments, but I
could have, if necessary, referred to
comments by English papers, as
well as papers circulating- in Western
Australia. The Australian issue cost
practically the same as the loan floated
under similar conditions in 1903. When
that loan was floated in Australia in 1903
under similar conditions to ours there was
a great deal of favourable comment
among all sections in Western Australia
at the action of the then Treasurer, Of
conrse, at that time politics were not so
much divided, and the opponents of the
Government could even see some virtue
in rasing money cheaply' on the Austra-
lian market. To carry out the policy of
the Government, as outlined in these Esti-
mates and in the schedule to the Loan Bill
recently passed, the continuous expendi-
ture of loan money is necessary for some
years to come. As I have previously
stated, it has become incumbent on us
to continue this policy, notwithstanding
our desire to keep down the expenditure
of Loan Funds. Anyv Government desir-
ing to assist the development of Western
Australia, at a stage when it requires it
most, must be prepared to borrow a sum

of money each year for years to come,
to put our industries on a satisfactory
basis. So long as I hold the position of
Treasurer of this State I propose to ap-
preciate that necessity' and to endeavouir
with the consent of Parliament, to ob-
tain the necessary authorisattion to assist
in the development of the State. 'More-
over, I am doing it in a way that will be
to the ultimate advantage and distinctly
to the advantage of the people carryulg
on the industries of the State. I find I
shiall require £3,886,557 for the current
financial year. This, on the face of it,
appears a. very large sum, and undoubt-
edly it is a large sum for a place like
Western Australia with a population of
only something like 300,000 p~eop~le to
expend in one financial year; but we must
not lose sight of the fact that in Western
Australia we, as a State, do considerably
more to assist our people who are eadeav-
ouring to build up the State than any
other State in the British Dominions. For
instance, this year for the first time we
will be finding half a million of money
for the purposes of the A gricultural Bank.
This is provided under the Loan Hill, and
we anticipate spending £350,000 of that
amount during the current financial year.
Again, in connection with workers' homes,
we are called upon to provide a large sum
of money to carry out that scheme and
build homes and relieve people from pay-
ing the excessive rents now in existence.
But with these sums once provided it will
not be necessary to go continually on the
market to assist these institutions, be-
cause the moneyv will remain there for
reinvestment from time to time as the
loans made from these institutions are
redeemed. Hon. members may notice that
we are providing this year another
half a million pounds owing to the
purchiase of the Perth tramway system
mid that does not include the ordinary
expenditure that will lie necessary.

Mr, S. Stubbs: I thought they were
going to take bonds.

The PREMITER : Not necessarily. They
have the opti on to take cash. Of course
unider the existing circumstances of the
money market I have to make provision
for the company taking the whole of the
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purchase in cash if they so desire, with
the result that I mast get an appropria-
tion from Parliament for the total
amount. But it may not be necessary to
provide the whole of the money. So far
as I am aware, the intention of the conm-
pany was to take just sufficient in capital
for the purpose of lifting their debentures
and meeting the demands of the deben-
ture holders, but probably some of the
shareholders will ask that they be pro-
vided with cash in lien of the bonds, be-
cause they really could do little better
than by accepting the bonds. There are
other directions for increasing loan ap-
propriations. For instance, for water
supplies wre have to find More Money
from General Loan Fund than in the
past owing to the fact that we have not
the same amount available from the Sav-
ings Bank. In the past both the Agri-
cultural Bank and water supplies have
been largely financed through the Savings
Bank, but now we have not that same
opportunity. The operations of the Agri-
cultural Bank have extended to such an
extent that it will be impossible to get
in one year from the Savings Bank
sufficient funds to keep the institution
going as we desire it. Last Year we only
had a £C240,000 increase of deposits over
withdrawvals that could be made available
for that purpose, whereas for the first
four months of this year we have already
provided the Agricultural Bank with
£220,000, so that the Savings Bank can-
not be looked on as an institution that
may' provide all the funds necessary for
the purpose of assisting those carrying
on the agricultural industry through loans
from the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Is it the intention of
the Treasurer to allow the manager of
the Agricultural Bank to give advances
on liabilities at present inicurred on
farms!

The PREMIlER: We have done more
in that direction in the past twelve months
than in the previous history of the in-
stitution. There was a sum of £C70,000
provided by' the bank from June to
October of this year to release existing
liabilities.

',%r. S. Stubbs: I onl 'y ask because you
are not encouraging it at present.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
surely appreciate the fact that we have
not unlimited flunds at our disposal, and
if he is not satisfied that £220,000 in four
months is reasonable assistance, though
it is more than in the previous year by
over £E40,000-

Hon. J. Mitchell: It was at very differ-
eiut Act then.

Thne PREMIER: There were different
conditions, thne difference being, of course,
lhat the private baniks were really run-
ning round asking people to take money
from them, and they lent pretty freely,
hut to-day they are not doing so and they
are carrying, out the usual priciples of
banking, they are closing down onl the
people who aire in the soundest posi tion,
because they know they canl realise by
selling those people up. I know a cer-
tamn individual who is as sound as it is
possible to be; he borrowed to the full
limit and( they would have pressed him
if they ha8( known his position. Knowing
the small men are in sound positions they
are pressing them and compelling them
to sell ull) at once.

Mr. Wisdom: That is a yarn.
The PREMIER : The hon., member may

know, many wvho are in exactly' tine same
p~osition. The baniks, like other financial
institutions, do not close up unless they
are certain they canl get their money.
They do not advance unless they antici-
pate they can get their mioney, and when
they want funds they press these people.
They are doing a tremendous injury to
people wvho in the past they have asked
to accept money from them. The time
has arrived when there should be some
special plan in regard to our chartered
banks and, irrespective of any con-
demnation I may get from my friends
opposite, or those interested in these in-
stitutions, I am going to speak my mind
boldly. But the Agricultural Hank can-
not be expected to produce all the money
to relieve settlers from the hands of the
private banks. In cases the money was
originally lent from the Agricultural
Bank and the securities were taken from
time Agricultural Bank and handed over
to the chartered banks because the
chartered banks were offering a little
more than could he obtained from the
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Agricultural Bank. The properties were
taken, from the Agricultural Bank, where
they were absolutely secure for the
period of the loan so long as the pay-
ments were kept up, and placed wvith the
chartered banks who can come dowvn on
these securities at any time should they
desire to do so; and when we reach that
period in the history of the State when
the chartered banks should give some
assistance to the p~eople to carry them
over, the banks are doing their utmfost
to compel those who are soundest to find
the money and find it quickly. While we
are anxious to provide £70,000 in this
direction I say we cannot do everything
that is desired for those who are pressed
at the present moment, even if wve wished
to do it. T only hope we were in a posi-
tion to take over all these liabilities to
chartered banks and help these people
whlo have unfortunately struck a bad
period. I merely mention this in order
to show that by merely taking tlie figures
on the Estimates for the current year
and( comparing them with the figures of
the previous years it is not a fair corn-
paison owing to the fact that we have
to finod money from General Loan Funds
for services previously found from other
sources; but while this means adding to
our total iudebtedness and our indebted-
ness per head of the p~opulation, it really
is not adding to what it stood at pre-
viously, because we had loaned from the
Savings Bank o'-er four mail lion p)ounds
of money which really should be added
to our total indebtedness. If we are
going to strike the same position as we
will strike after these Estimates are
passed, and the money is provided ini
this direction, if we borrow from the
Fa vi ig's Bank wye are borrowing the
capital of the people who deposit money
there. wvhieli is the same as if we wvent on
the market and] sold inscribed stock. I1
want members to appreciate that fact
when they' say, "Look at the magnificent
funds we have to provide this year." I
Inny inform lion. members that the loanl
,dieliedness of the State on the 30th

June last 'vas, gross debt C26,283.523. less
sinking fund standing to our credit
£E2,018,734, making a net indebtedness of
£23,364,789. This irepresents a debt of

£77 5s. ld, per head of the population
on that date. The estimated loan ex-
penditure for the current year will in-
crease the indebtedness on the present
population by about £12 4s. per head.
But against this there will be a reduction
ini the debt by the sinking fund to the
extent of £244,338, which will be pro-
vided in our Revenue Estimates.

Mr. S. Stubbs: A good thing too.

The PREAiER: Hon. members will
appreciate the fact that 13 per cent, of
our total indebtedness is p rovided for
by our present sinking fund and when
this is taken into consideration hon.
members will appreciate the character of
the security which we are offering people
who desire to lend us money to carry on
our industries. As I have stated, the
jeduction in the debt by the sinking fund
wvill amount to £244,338, and with a
probable increased population I may
assume that the actual debt will not be
increased on the .30th Juiie by wore than
-'li per head. With regard to the loan
of £1,000,000, which a few days ago was
placed on thie London market at £99,
bearing interest at four per cent., from
[be meagre information supplied by cable
I am satisfied the loan is a success. The
public have subscribed no less than 57
per cent, of the amount, which is most
satisfactory to the Government. Hon.
members will note after all we are secured
by hanving the loan underwritten. The
fact that the public took up .57 per cent.
of the loan at a cornparatively fewv hours'
notice is very satisfactory, and we may
congratulate ourselves on the result.

Hon. J. Mitchell: What will be the in-
tee rst?7

The PREMIER: I may explain that
until the details are received from Lon-
don I will not be in a position to tell the
lion. member. The information should be
to hand in the course of a few days.

Mr. Wisdom: £4 Os.

The PREMIER: The hion, member ap-
parently is in a better position than I am
to state what the exact amount of the in-
terest is. Let me say that whatever it
costs the State it is £1I per cent, better
than that raised by the Queensland Gov-
ernment recently.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: I thought their
issue was at the same price.

The PREMIER: The Queensland Gov-
ernment paid five per cent, for £99, but
they allowed L1 for accrued interest. Ours
was £E99 net. With reference to the loan
expenditure on railways, this is respon-
sible for the greatest amount of the ex-
penditure provided on the Estimates. No
less than £13,423,393 had been spent up
to the 30th June last on railwvays alone.
We proposed to expend an additional
£1,524,105 during the current year, which
will make the total to the 30th June next
expended on the railways £14,947,498.

Air. S. Stubbs: All worth 20s. in the
pound.

The PREIER: And a little more
than that. Hon. members will see by
looking through the Estimates that we are
providing a fairly large sum for the pur-
pose of Working Railways. We are pro-
viding £275,000 for additions and im-
provements to existing lines. That is a
very large sum, and in truth should not
be charged against existing railways, but
rather against construction in the initial
stages. A great amount of this will he
necessary to put the lines into such a
condition that they can be worked safely.
We also have provided £200,000 for land
resumptio~s. That is a conuinitnient
owing to the land resumptions which took
place for the purpose of the extension
of the railways. A sum of £C225,000 is
provided for additional rolling stock.
That is a large sum to provide in one
year, but having foreseen what is about
to happen and having risked A great deal
of what we anticipated would happen,
namely, a bumper harvest, we committed
ourselves to this large expenditure in ob-
taining the necessary rolling stock, and
hon. members opposite will give us credit
for the fact that we were not disheartened
by having had a bad season lnst year.

Air. Lewis: Is the rolling stock being
made locally?9

The PREMIER: It is all being made
locally, with the exception of a few en-
gines. All the waggons are being made
here, but although at one time we thought
we would have to send out of the State
to get a number of waggons we have sue-

ceeded by working overtime at the Mid-
land shops and at Maylands in turning
out what I think will be a sufficient num-
ber of waggons to cope with the har-
vest.

Mr. S. Stubbs: It is a pity you did
not get a few more engines.

The PREMIER: We arc getting en-
gines and we have no fewer than 67 on
order. When we remember that for about
ten years only two new engines were pro-
vided the hon. member will see -that what
we have done during the last twelve
months to meet the demands of the Work-
ing Railways, -is something in the nature
of a record.

Mr. Dooley: What is the number of
waggons on order?

The PREMIER: I have not the figures
handy, but the total is over 1,000. Then
we are providing £20,000 for the Work-
ing Railways to secure rails and fasten-
ings for the commencement of the wide
gauge line between Merredia and Cool-
gardie, which was authorised by Parlia-
ment. These will be necessary to provide
for the crossing loops to carry the mate-
rial for the transcontinental railway. They
will, no douht, be used for the construc-
tion of the line which will be of the per-
manent 4ft. SVin. gauge from Kalgoorlie
to Fremantle when it is completed. We
have also provided £30,000 for sleepers
anad earthworks in connection with the
railwvay, making a total for the Working
Railways of £750,000. Then wre provide
the Works Department with £774,105 for
the construction of railways, principally
if not wholly in agricultural districts.
These matters are set out in detail in the
Estimates and members can follow them
for themselves. Then we provide tinder
the heading of Railways and Tramways
£500,000 to cover the purchase of the
Perth trains, and also to take over the
Victoria Park section and the Nedlands
Park section. Arrangements have been
wade to take over both these sections at
the time when we take over the remainder
of the system. We completed only to-
day negotiations for taking over the Ned-
lands Park tramway. The deal was 6xed
up at a satisfactory price and hon. mem-
bers will appreciate the fact that we have
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made a good deal in that direction. We
are providing £16,400 that we can expend
during the balance of this year in arrang-
ing for additional rolling stock and for
necessary extensions. We shall take over
the tramns on the 28th1 May, but we shall
have Lo provide additional power and thus
it will be necessar y as soon as the new
year commences 'to make provision for
a new powver station. That is a question
which is engaging the earnest considera-
tion of the Government who have re-
ceived a report from Mr. lderz, the ex-
pert who was engaged by the Govern-
mentl to report on this matter. On har-
bours and rivers the total expenditure
Jprevious to this financial year was
£2,919,635. which includes £1,609,617 for
the Fremantle Harbour works, and £207,
603 for the Fremantle dock and slip.
This year it is contemplated that we shall
expend £155,400. We have re-appropfl-
ated 'the balance to the Fremantle Har-
bour works from the dock and slip, and
left £10,000 to clear up existing liabili-
ties. On water supplies and sewerage
£8,599,584 has heel) spent, and a further
sum of £4,00,700 is now provided. wvhich
incluides all amount of £200,000 for the
Perth and Fremnantle sewerage work, also
£30O000 for water supply' in aigricultural
districts, including drainage and irriga-
tion, In connection with the develop-
ment of goldfields and mineral resources
£1,863,914 was spent to the 30th June last,
and we tire providing anl additional
£70,000 for this financial Year. This does
nol intclude expen di ture on water suply
for the various goldfields. which has now
been transferred to the Water Supp~ly
D~epart ment. This is included in th
£480,700 previously referred to. Under
the Development of Agriculture £1,833,183
was expended to the 30th Tine. and it is
proposed to spend an additional £653.600,
whieh includes 97q.000 for agricultural
immigration, also £350,000 to provide
working capital for tile Agricultural Bank.
Hon. mnembers by' comparing those figures
will al once conclude thant there is a great
diffeprence in the amount provided, bil
when we deduct £3,50.000 for the capital
of the Agricultural flank they will see
that the amount is really £300,000, which

we are providing this year for the pur-
poses that were provided previously. On
new roads and bridges in the country and
the goldfields up to the 30th June last
year, we expended £18,923, and this year
£30,000 is lprovided. On public buildings
last year we spent £87,061; this year it
is proposed to spend £60,000. Hon. memn-
bers will see how we propose to expend
this £60,000 if they turn to page 27 of
the Estimates now before them. In
Column 6 it -is set out just how that
money Nvill be spent, a portion for
the completion of works and the remain-
der for the conmnencement of new works.
It is proposed to commnence thle sewerage
connections at the Perth public hospital
at an early date, and also to connect other
public buildings. It is proposed to make
a. commencement durinig the financial
year witlh tile erection of a maternity
hiome at Subiaco, to make a start with the
Woorooloo consumuptives sanatorium, to
commence the erection of the Boulder
and Kalgoorlie seconldary schools, and
to make a start with the Perth newv Gov-
erment offices and Lands Titles offices.
The latter will mean a saving in the pay-
mnent of rent, and will assist materially
in thc better administration of our public
offices. i-Ion, members will notice that we
have another item under the heading of
"other undertakings'' wh ichI will mean

an expenditure of 200 odd thousand
pounds made up as follows :-Steamships
£E100,000; ferries, £:5,000; milk supply' ,
£1.000; sawmills, £E50,000; floya quarry,
£4.000: brickyards, £.5,000; Harbour
workshops and pipe works, £5,000; State
hotels, £09,000. 31ax I explain that while
this looks, perhaps, a large figure to be
provided in one year, yet in each casti it
will not mean any extra burden upon tile
taxpayers, in fact they will he relieved by
the operations of somne of these trading
concernis. Take State steamers: We have
been operating them for a short period
only, and that tinder great disadvant-
ages. As an instance, I was informed hy
letter from Victoria during the week that
the private steamship companies are writ-
ing across thle face of their manifests in
Melbourne that the goods are not to be
transhipped by State steamer on arrival
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at Fremantle. If that is the attitude the
companies are adopting towards the State
steamships we w'ill have to consider
whether we should not retaliate. 1 hope
it will not be necessary. 1 am making inl-
(puiries into the question now. But not-
withstanding that and other disadvant-
ages, up to date the steamers are paying
magnificently. It is to be remembered
that in the establishment of all such new
concerns tie expenditure is heavier at
the outset. amid the receipts particularly
lighit. But notwithstanding that fact, I
have a statement here which lion. mn-
hers may peruse, and which shows that
the revenu ti p to tile 3l0th November was
£2,863 in excess of thle expenditure. Of
Course no allowance has been made for
interest and sinking fund, or the replace-
met fund, but these are more than coul-
terhalanced byv the stores on hand which
have been elm ried tip. and( by the unex-
pired periods of iinsurance. etcetera, which
would amount approximatel 'y to £2,000.
So the actual profit made by the steam-
ship service is £4,803, and after charging
for interest and sinking fund, anti pro-
viding a replacement fund, we would still
show a profit on the transaction, while
the possibilities for the future are even
greater. Our steamers are fully occu-
pied for the next twvelve months; in fact
the manager of the service asked its onl y
recently to secuire an additional steamer
as he finds it impossible to comply wvith
the orders placed in his hands. We are
now making inquiries as to whether it is
possible to charter anl additional suitable
boat. We have 9,000 head of cattle and
sheep which we cannot accommodate on
the State steamers and which the pastor-
alists in the 'North are asking us to carry'
down for them. If we are going to help
those in the North-West as it was origin-
ally' proposed wve should do. and as we
still desire to do, we shiall have to find
additional accommodation. Then, take
the ferries: T have here a statement.
provided by the Colonial Secretary' 's De-
partment, which shows that the running
profit since the inception, or from the let
March to the 30th November, amounts to
£909. After allowing interest at 4 per
cent. on capital and a very liberal replace-

mietit fund at 4 per, cent., a net profit
is shown for the nine months of £469.
Tfie,,, takce [lie milk supply: This con-
cernt has been running only five months
to the 30th November, at a running pro-
fit of £E626. After making allowance for
interest at 4 per cent, on capital and
liberal provision for mortality of stock
and depreciation, a net lprofit for the five
months is shown ot no less than E51O. In
Hits figurle no al lowancee has beeni made
for tile labour ot the ininates of tlie asy-
Iainl, emoployed by thle dairy, but even if
such allowance he made, it still shows a
subhstant ial profit. So far as sawmills
are concerned, we are tot, iii a position
vet to produlce anVth i ng in the nature
of a balan'ce shecet. hat in miy Opinion thle
provision of these accounits will not cast
aiy increased burden onl the txlpayers,
bitt "will when in complete operation re-
lieve them considerably, for they will all
show a substantial profit. Thie Boya,
r1 arry'x is a trmad ing concern not expected
to make a profit, and thle same applies
in regarid to t li tib o itr woriks and pip
wvorks at F'remnitie. Thy' lie ral
operating for the Governmnent depart-
menats, and the a monit provided in the
Estimates for the Boya quarry is for the
putrpose of equipping the quarry with
necessary plant andna m chinery' to pro-
vide thne differenit grades of stone re-
quired by tile local authorities for road
making, and by thle various Government
departments for concrete work, etcetera,
while in addition it is required in connec-
tion wvith the ,apply of stone to the Core-
monwealth Govern ment for thle naval
base at Fremantle. Thfie £6,000 provided
for harbour workshops atid pipe works
at Fremantle is for the purpose of re-
moving them to a more snuitable sil e, and
for providing eqiuipmntt in order that the
pipes ma 'y he produced at a cheaper rate
thtan at present. Tine balance of £19,000
for State hotels is assuming that we wvill
open six new hotels during the Year, but
it dloes not flow appear tha t we will
Sped thle w~hole of that money' onl them.
A fair proportioni if it lies already been
expended, and the additions made to the
Caves House at Yaillins-up Constitute a
rnagn i lieent improvement. Perhaps the
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member for the district has some know-
ledge of it himself.

Hon. Frank Wilson ;No, I have not
seen them yet.

The PREMIER : Last year the people
downi there were sleeping out in tents in
all directions, and we were endeavouring.
to accommodate about ten times the num-
her the house should be cailled upon to
accommodate. We have now made con-
siderable improvements, which will be
thoroughly appreciated by people who
desire to spend a holiday in that portion
of the State. Again, we have made con-
siderable additions and improvements at
Rottnest which have involved a fair ex-
jpenditure, but these improvements will be
very Tanch appreciated during the com-
ing suimmer months.

Mr. Taylor: Ts it all done out of Loan?
The PR EIER: Yes. We have pro-

vided 30 additional camps as well as
making available a great number of
loonis and cottages in connection with
the hostel. and [ihe whole of them are
fullv hooked up) for the Christmas hol i-
days while a largeo proportion is hooked
uip for the leilainder of the summer. We
will have to make fu rtlher extensions there
if we nrc lo comply with the desire of all
t hose persons who wish to spend a holi-
day ona the island instead of g oing East
antd d sSin uc their money out of the
State. If we canl retain these -people here
for thleir hlidays it will be a distinct gain
to tlew Slate. These items total something
like £192.O00. We are also providing
£6000) for lhe Stale manufacture of agri-
cul turnal imp~ lements. That is p~rov'ided
for under "Development of agriculture,"
but even doing that we are only providing
£C200,000 for these works whiech we have
heard so much about during the last few
months. If these expeimnents meant the
total loss of this £200,000 what an in-
niense calamity to tile State it would he!
One would imagine b ,y the criticism to
which we ha-e been subjected that we
were spelii, two hundred million.

Mtr. TBroun : Two hundred thousand
would build a few railwayvs.

The PREMHIR : It is providing some-
thing, just as much appreciated as the
building of railwaysI. The whole amount

is only £200,000, and from the statements
T have mlade hon. members will appreciate
the fact that it is not going to put an
additional burden on the people but will,
as a matter of fact, serve to relieve them
of their burden.

flon. Frank Wilson : That will not com-
plete your expenditure.

The PREMIER: Practicallyv it will.
Hon. Frank Wjlson: Oh no, you have

your sawmills to finish.
The PREMIER: There is £50,000 pro.

vided, and it will nut take a great addi-
tional expenditure for the purpose of
completing the sawmills we require. We
have been fortu nate in selecting a gen-
eral manager who has a life knowvledge
of sawmilling operations, and, according
to the report which hie has p)resented. we
will be able to erect the sawmills at a very
much lowvcr cost than we first anticipated.
Moreover we are going to make a better
profit onl our transaction with the Comn-
'nonwevalthi than was anticipated. That
wvill men iiadditional revenue to the peo-
ple o~f the State. Even if this is not all
we are going to provide for the erection
of sawmills, it is going to be one of the
most profilable of our trading concerns.
It w'ill give 'is. an opportunity of building
railways, and we must ijot forget that

riwys for the purpose of operariug
these mnills wvill be charg-ed tip againist thle
sawvmills, although, as a matter of fact.
they will he handed over practically as a
Cite gift to agriculture. So it is seen'
thant it will mean a tremendous advantage
in assisting us to open up that miagnifi-
cent belt of country in the South-West.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Does this include
the cost of the railways?

The PREMIER : Yes, it includes every-
thing. The explanation in detail will be
found opposite Item 9.3 on page 26. The
railway is wairranted even if there were
to be no mill at the end of it; but the
mill itself will make it a highly profitable
propositioni, and it wvill serve a muagnifi-
cent belt of agricultural country. While
we are sometimes criticised for spending
money on non-reproductive wvorks, wvhen
lion, members analyse the figures it will
be found we are keeping pretty' close to
our policy in that direction and finding
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money for the purpoMs Of works that
will be reproductive. All are reproduc-
tive with the exception of such items as
"Boring for water on stock routes,
£e7,000"; " Development of mining,
£36,000"-and let me say some of
that is reproductive, because we lend it
out at 4 per cent, and 5 per cent.-
"Agricultural immigration, £E78,000";
and "Rabbit-proof fence, £9,100" ;
"Rloads and bridges, £32.500"; ''iigra-
tion generally, £6,000," and "Public build-
ings £60,000." The last-named item I may
say is also reproductive because it will save
uts rent. As I told the House onice before,
we could spend £80,000 odd of capital
money and find four per cent. on it with
the rents we are paying at the present
time, but we are only spending £60,000
and that will provide all the office accom-
modation that is necessary. Those items
manke a total of £E228,600 and with the ex-
ception I. have mentioned the whole ex-
penditure is revenue pirodueing. and
therefore, will not ultimately increase the
direct taxation. It is true that some of it
is not directly reproductive in tile dire-
tion desired by the present Government,
but as we make progress in the develop-
ment of our industries through uts opera-
tions we wvill be able to decrease the
amount of expenditure on works not
directly reproductive. We have made a
start in that direction this year as these
Estimates will show, but it is impossible
to put a policy like that into op~eration
immediately without inflicting hardship
onl thle settlers. If, for inistance, we were to
stop the construction of roads in country
districts to connect up with agricultural
railwvays it would be a step in the wrong
direction until we can get sufficient rev-
enue from different sources to do the
work entircly out of revenue, and rather
than do an injury to a great number of
settlers who have gone on the land in
recent years we propose to continue this
policy' for a little period longer until such
time as we can provide the whole of this
expenditure from revenue. Although T
have classed the expenditure on immizra-
tion as non-revenue earning, it is certainly
a reproductive class of expenditure, par-
ticularly in view of the present financial
.arrangements with the Commonwealth

wvliu'li are mainly based on population. I
!told the view that the Commonwealth
authorities might assist a little more than
they are doing in the direction of helping
[tie States to pay for the introduction of
imunigran ts. When it is remembered that
last year by bringing 9,000 odd immi-
grants into W~eslern Australia. after de-
duelin~g the extra pay*vnent of £C2 per head
to this State ott those immnigrants, some-
thing like £24,000 additional reienue was
derived by the Cotmmnonwealth, members
"'ill see whty I argue that it is due that
( lie Coimmontwealth should contribute
somjething mole towards thle cost of bring-
ing those immnigrants here. 1 do not think
it is necessary for me to make aIIv fur-
ther remark with regard to tilie E1s linmates
of expenditure front loan flunds. I f any
lion, member desires in'formaltion oi, any
item it canl be readily Sn p splied. but I have
attenhptedl to, as far as hpossible, confine
mi reatrks to generalities and the prin-
eiple of the Loan Estimates rattler than
to details. I would like to remark that
there are at great number of people and
quite a number of niembers of Parliament
who (10 tiot appI recia te the d ifference be-
twveen the Loano Estimates and the schied-
ule of the Loan Bill. T sa~v in two of
the newspapers in the South-West a
sev ere attack onl the Government, in which
we were called political shiarpers because
we did not provide in the schedule of the
Loan Hill an amount for improving the
flunbury harbour. We did not require
any provision in the Loan Bill for that
purpose because we already' had an
amount oil the schedule of a previous Bill.
One of the articles wound tip by saying
that an item of fully £30,000 had been
anticipated, but the writer could not find
a single shilling there. We have a loan
authiorisation for £33M000 for that
wvoM and we have provided for an
expenditure of £5,000 this Year as,
preliminary' expenditure which we
propose to incur in connection with im-
provements to the Bunhury Iarbour.
Mlembers will see that we only provide in
the loan schedule a small amount of some-
thing- like £80,000 for the cost of floating
these loans%, although the flotation will
cost considerably more than that. But
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we had something like L240,000 author-
ised by, a prviu Loan Act and it is not
required to provide more than is necessary
in the loan schedule. The Loan Estimates
slhow the amounts which are to he ex-
pended during the current year. The
Loan Bill is an a uthorit ,v to raise money.
whilst the Estimates give the authority of
Parliamuenit to spend it. and whi 1st some
people are anxious to make glaring head-
in." anad pecuse the Government of all
sorts of trickery, it would be fairer if
they' first made theimselves acquainted with
the facts before attemp)tinlg to criticise the
Govern menit.

Mvir. T]'aylor: The moneyv lenders lend on
the schedule of the Bill.

The PREMIER: Yes, hut they' have
already lent uts money tinder a previous
Loan Act foir the purpose of making imi-
])rovemeli [ to thle lRunburv h larbour, and
there is no reason for maqking a second'

prvson for thle same wvork. Ma;y I agal a
repeal t hat r trust the expIenditiure of (lie
inoney will be as advantageous to the
State as we hope and believe it will. We
are just at that stageC in our- development
when we require to give all ( lie assistaiice
piossible to our- various indulstries. We are
sometimes conmpa red with thle East em
States, ]Inn it must not be forglotten [hat
Western \ ustralia is a new country. We
are only commaencing to open up our
agricultuiralI country. The North-West.
for instaince, is still largely neglected be-
cause, as I have said before, it is miost,
diftiviult for one Admniiiistiatlion to obtain
consent fiom thle people, let alone fromt
the money lender, to raise sufitniti money
10 assist in the development of our Ire-
mendlous territoryv. If this State was
d iied info two or three Stales like Vic-
toria. New South Wales. and Queensland,
eachi 0overnment could approach the mar-
ket for an amount similar to what we have
asked for this year and obtaini the money
without any difficty whiatever.

Hoiu1. Frank Wilson :But wye must
have the pop ulatiorn.

The PREMIER: We cannot have the
lioplilal ion without industries, and our iii-
dujstries canrnrot exja id unless the people
are here to cause them to expand. That

shows the need for continuing our immi-
grat ion policy. It is useless to expend
money, at this rate if ire are to have only
a population of 300,000. We believe that
the North-West is capable of carrying as
great a pop~ulatioin as is in the whole of
the Slate at the present time, and that
the South-West will carry its hundreds
of thousands, but it wvill take time to get
that population; we must spend large
sums of money in the meantime, and if
we can only' show the people who lend us
the mioney' that we are doing something
that will give them a sound investment
and return 'to the public of this State
good interest, I am satisfied we will be
actingr on sound lines. I believe that I
shall require to agaiii ask the House to
aiuthorise I he raising of a large sumi
of mioney anti to give me authority to
spend it in much [lie same direction as I
am asking for authority this evening. Of
course, it would be preferable to he able
to ask for less nionev. because there wvould
be less difficulty' in finding the money and
I vould leave my office a few lionurs earlier
at night. but I have to view the questioii
not fromt III' owi personal point of view,
but frori thle stan id point of thie State, and
from that qta ndpoi at it is im possible to
do all thlit lion. members and the State
e'xpect uts 10 (10 uinless we have the amount
of money wvhichi T am asking authority to
speiid dunrig the curreiit financial year.
I hopeW we wvill have the opportunity of
spending this mone), to show that not only
havye we confidence anid faith in the future
of the countil. but that wve believe it is
lieeessar 'y to s pend it at this period of our
liistomy' when we have to encourage our
indust ries to the greatest p)ossible extent.
I hav~e imich pleasure in submitting to
the Committee the Loan Estimates for the
current finaincial year.

E-on, Frank Wilson: You wvill report
progress now?

The PR? EM] ER : No, these Estimates
iCe pr'actically' tie same as the Loan Bill.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Burt I have not
had time to go through the Estimates.

The PREM,%IER:; The Legislative Count-
cil has cleared its Notice Paper and is
waiting for busiiiess from us.
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Hon. Frank Wilson: What are the
Premier's intentions? Is he going to
finish lip to-morrow?

The PRE'MIER : To-morrow night, I
hope.

lion. Frank Wilson : IQ the Premier
sure lie can finish to-morrow? It is no use
we ry nag thle House out by dealing with
this blusiness now if we cannot finish to-
muorrlow.

The PREMIEbR: We canl clear our
Noti4,e Paper to-iight easily.

lon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : It
is a matter of impossibility to digest Loan
Estinmatcs of this descritpion while the
Premier is mt roducing themi to uts, more
especially' as they have just been placed
in our handIs.

The Premnier: tin1,t the loan schiedule
shows You what we are doing.

i-on. FRAINK ISO: The loanl
schedule, as the Premier has exp~lailied,
mnerely provided for authority to raise
mioney' . Itresumiaby fOr certain iurposes.

The Premier: Absolutlely for certain
purposes.

I-on. FRIANIK WILSON: No, amjounts.
can he transferred to other l)Iirlposes.
There is no vonnection between the Loan
Bill and tlite Loan Estimates, and no con-
neetion between that HBilt and the trans-
act ions of last 'year and tHie expenditure
incurred for- the present financial year.
I an sorry that we have not an opplor-
tunity of going into these figures carefully
in detail. bitt I can appreciate the fact
that we all want to finish the session as
soon as possible. AVe have beeii sitting
so long that we are all fagged out. I
must say that tile Premier is very thin-
skinned and cannot hear tjie slightest, op-
position or critliim without resenting it
immediately. Ani innocent remark I mnade
this evening that the amount netted by
a loan was determined by the price lpaid
for the mone-y hrought a tirade of strong
language froml thle Premier, and lie de-
parted from the subject matter,. which
was the comparison of the amount netted,
to say that his loans had been better
floaited than other loans had ever been.

I o'clock, a.mn.

The Premier: No, I did not say that.

I said they compared favourably with
those floated before.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: Thle amount
netted fromt thle loan depends on thle lprice
paid. If the Premier had paid a little
muore he might have had a premium to
place to the creadit of General Loan Fund,
so that there is nothing very great in
being able to net within X50.000 of the
loan, that is unless there is a very low
rate of interest, or a rate equal to thne
difference. We know that thle loans at
thle present lttle moist pay a Iiiirher rate
of interest than they have paid for the
past five or six years. The stringency of
the mioney market ,just now. 1 admit,. is
exceptional. It is not altogether owing
to the state of industrial affairs in Auis-
tralia. It is certainly not entirely due to
the price of mone 'y in Akustralia. which
in the ordinarY vourrse ot events is af-
fected by thle miarkets of the world and
the London mioney market especially. It is
affected by the Euiropean market and thle
European compi ications are responsible
to a large extent. and under all tine cir-
cumstances I think the Government have
done very well in getting four pier cent.
mioney issued at £99. Knowing of these
complications I think we have done very
well, and 1. ami glad to hear it is slightly
bletter than Quenslandi has been able to
do, notwithstanding lite larger popula-
tion of that State and of course its much
larger industries. Nevertheless the fact
remains that our loan borrowing is going
to cost the State a considerable snun in
excess of wvbat previouis loans have cost,
and it is not a mnatter for congratulation
to say that the locall 'y raised moneys
issued at four per cent.' during the past
1.8 months are as good as the mronley
borro-wed inl 101)3. '[That policy was a
bad policy, anti it is a bad polivy to
have continued it in 1011-12. 1 have
slated over and over again in this House
that it has cost this State a considerable
sum more through that policy of going
onl the local market at four per cent.
The policy of 1903 was continued in
1911-12, and it has been a had policy
wvhich has Lundoubtedly affected to soine
extent the price that has to he paid on
the London market.
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The Premier: Oh no.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: There is no

doubt about it.
The Premier: There is every doubt.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I am sure of

it. We have always been able to do a
little better than Queensland2 but this
is no proof that we should not have dlone
somewhat better if we had not adopted
a policy of going to the local market. I
am certain it is a bad polic 'y and has
affected our credit in the Home markets.
There is another point I made some time
back when discussing the tramway ques-
tion. It is unfortunate that the Govern-
ment in making this ar~rangement to pur-
chase the Perth tramnways (lid not take the
option to pay that money in inscribed
stock. The compan ' took the option and
naturally demanded the cash because they
could do better with the cash than with
our bonds. Consequently we have to
swell our loan autborisation and, the
larger it is, it will he readil 'y recognised,
the less chance we have of getting such
favourable terms, becnuse investors always
look at the total amount of the authorisa-
tion. It is not a question of the million
pounds we want to-day, but the investors
realise that this is only a portion of six
millions, and naturally, they anticipate
that this will be followed by other appli-
cations, and the six millions will probably
swell into eight or tell millions before
the works projected are completed and
the investor begins to think hie can put
the screw on and close up. or at any rate
does not respond so freely to the appli-
cation for money as he otherwvise would.
It will be a sorrv time when a State
like Western Australia cannot borrow all
the money it wants at four per cent.
'Tlat is an excellent rate of interest, and
wit!) the undoubted possibilities and assets
in this State. provided we go onl en-
courag-ing immigration and increasing our
population, we should seldom or never
have the slightest difficulty to get all the
money wre want at four per cent. The
loan indebtedness is jumpliti p cilor-
mouslv, and one cannot help) butl remind
the I'remjer and members on the Govern-
ment benches of the attacks they. when
in opposition, made onl the late Gov-
ernment when we approaiched the then-

to members opposite-enormus sum of
something like £C70 per head of popula-
tion. To-day the Premier aspires to £83
per head and says it is nothing. He
thinks nothing of 28 or 30 Per cent, of
the total revenue of the State being ex-
pended in interest onl the loaiis of the
Slate. It is oil]'y some two years ago
since I had to rel ly to the most bitter
attacks because we had somewhat ap-
proached that figure in order to provide
the interest on loans which were then
floated. With regard to the p~ossibilities
of developing the North-West referred
to by the Premier it seems to me that
what we have first to do is to get. people
into thle State in large a umhers If we
are going to niake a large State of it
and not be afraid of passing large suims
of money such as we have been, asked to
authorise this year, we must encourage
people to come to our shores, and I regret
that there seems to be a tendency oi, the
part of members supportinig the Govern-
ment to throw cold water on immigration,
to use the words reported to have been
used hr the Premier, to close down on
assisted immigration.

Hon. W. ., vin (Honorary Minis-
ter) :That is only fancy.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Then, the
sooner it is denied the better. The sooner
the Goverrnnent disown the statements
from the Trades Hall. that they do not
wvant immigrants, the better.

The Premier: Take the retura.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The return
is the result of our arrangements, as I
told the Premier 12 months ago, and
he cannot get away from it. The con-
tracts were made and the immigrants
were arranged ' for.

The Premier: Are you still making con-
tracets?7

Hon. FR.ANK WILSON: The Pre-
iniier's answver to a deputation that he
is closing down onl assisted iniinigraitiofl,
and the circular letters issued from time
to time from the Trades Hall deprecating
that any one should come to our shores,
is contrary to the policy which the Pre-
mier to-day is enjoying the benefit of.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : We have quite suficient nominated.
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li. FRANK. WILSON: We hare not.
There are only 5,000 lnminated.

The Premier: We have to get the
stea liers'.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Premier
bad 5,000 in our time, and the number
should hatve gone on increasing every
yea r.

Hon. W. C~. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : You never had 5.000 nil the time
you were there.

Hon. FRANK- WILSON: It is the
natural e-orollai-v of our policy of immi-
gration. Until an immigration policy is
belpun we eannot gret nominations.

The Premier: Who commenced it?
Ron. f'RAN\-i WYILSON: We comn-

mneed it.
The I temier : That is incorrect.
H oil. FRANK WILSON: We corn-

meiteed it and as it goes onl increasing
the greater the number of noninat ions will
be. Yet hie Governmient speak of their
1)olicy and of their nominations. The Pre-
Iner '-e some in formationi with regard
to the railways and pointed out that the
initial expeuditulre Oil the railways. should
be cha-rged up with a fair proportion of
the itemn additions and improvements to
railwa..vs. shown in these Estimates. 'The
iteml of £275,000 is to be increased, of
couirse. hr a further expenditure for the
nine mionths of the exisling year to
£354,000. The expenditure, if 1 remem-
ber ari-li. incurred uinder this beading
is principally for regrading and relaying
withI heavier inetal than was originally
laid d]own. It is -not, as the Premier
inmplied,. to make good interior construc-
tion.

The Premier : Some oif it is.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Very uitile

of it.
The Premier: We are not providingl as

mu' tch as is required. The C'ommissioner
asked for £2,000--

Hon. FR-ANK WILSON: Ninety per
cent. of it is for legitimate extensiqnsR
and improvements.

The Premier: The Railways Caonmis-
stoner wanted £28,000 to putt the Dower-
in-Verredini line in ordier.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
blame the Railways Commissioner who

would want all the money hie could possi-
bly get to bring his railways up to tip
top standard.

The Premier: He has to find the interest
on it.

Hon. FRA.NK WILSON :It is only
natuial that the Commissioner should ask
for all the money he requires to make
the railways perfect.

The Premier: To make them safe, that
is what be is asking.

Hfonk. FRAN K WILSON: 1 do not
know about that.

The Premier: That is what he said.
Hon. FRA.INK WILSON: I know that

unless a tight rein is kept onl the construc-
tion department of the railwvays the Pre-
mnieriwill find his costs increasing by leaps
and bounds. That is the position at the
present time. 1 ]not ice that the esti-
mated cost of niew% railways has enormous-
ly incr-eased, over and above the actual
cost of construction several years ago.

'[le Premier : Yoti know why that is?
Hon. F'RANK WILSON: Yes I know,

it is for raw material. Rails have in-
creased in Iprice. bridges, have gone uip
and labouir has increased in price, sleep-
ers have increased ini price, and 1 k-now
also that it is largely dule to anl increase
in the specification.

The Premier: That is righit and provid-
ingl water supplies in advance instead of
as you dlid.

Honk. FRANK WILSON: r do not
know diat the Premier is doing any dif-
ferently.

The Premier: Yes we are.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: He is allow-

ig, the department to increase thie cost
considerablyv and [ie first essential iii an
agricultural country is to get railway
communication so Ithat settlets canl cart';
their piroduce over ii. The only va 'y is
to do it economnicaly to start with and
later on when wve get tiore moniey and
more people, to impirove the system.

The Premier: That is what you are
complaining about.

Hull. FRANK WIL -SON: I am doing
nothing of the sort. If the Premier will
be as quiet as I was when lie was speak-
itig perhaps I will be able to get through
with the few remarks I have to make.
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It is a nice position. The Premier comes
here prepared] with a delivery introduc-
ing thle Estimates and comupels me to get
on my feet whena I am half asleep to
reply, and onl top of that the Premier
wants to interject and] make a speech over
,vain while I am speaking. I like that
idea of fair play, and the member for
Pilbara, (Mr. Underwood) backs him ill).
'With regard to rolling stock, one cannot
l!eI p remembering thle bitter at tack maide
W1n myself at the general election and onl
other occasions because we did not buiild
locomotives ait the Midland Junction work-
shops, and nlow thle Premier takes credit
101 oi'dering 60 locomotives fronm the old
ctintry as thutglh it were someitinig new.I want to repeat to-night what I said onl
tlat occasion in regard to this attack
apon me. The wvorkshops were fully
employed and it was impossible for us
lo more than comimence the consstructionl.
of locomotives. Therefore the need oC
the cuntry had to he provided fromi out-side the State. But what "'as criminal
,h m2e ait that timte and] was made so much
of. is to-uighz a virttie. We have thle
spectacle of gentlemen who couild find
nothing good in the methods of adminis-
tration and the policy which was thle,,
being carried out :adopting exactly the
same methods -and, finding they wvere
wrong in their statements and hares

aditn it byv their actions to-night,
and carrying out exvactly the same policy.
It was not because the ralilwvays altogether
were starved.

The Premier: Oh yes, it was.
lion. FRANK WILSON: It was be-

cause there had been an over-supply in
flie earl 'y days of the goldifields rush. 1
renienliber whpen I came to 'Western Aus-
Iralia 21 'years ago the railways were
being pushed out to Southern Cross and
:itibsequenut I to Coolga rdie and ia io-
lie,' and there was no time for repairing
loconlotives and rolling stoek; and in-
dentinwl order after- indenting order wenlt
home in Sir John Forrest's time for new
tolling stork. Instead of the rolling stock
beig kept up to date by ' ay of pi'o; id-
ung annual rej'airs. for wvalt, of vroiuie.
of the necessar-y facilities in thle work-
shmops which were then at Fremantle, these
locomotives were s'imply bundled into thle

yard and hotter atid larger locomotives
were ordered, and tile railways were kept
running onl the new stock whi!e (he old
eng-ines wvere allowed to accumuitlate. I
remember tenl years ago, or at any rate
eight years ago, when we flr-st. rook otlire,
we had some 70 or 80) locomotives lying
at Midland Junction. There were whole
rows of them lying there in the yard they
termed the hospital, and otur instructions
At that time were that these locomotives
were to be put into repair and uitilised
on our railways. That was done. Nor-
wirlista ndfing that we dlid not order new
i-olling stock in the shape of new loco-
motives at. that timne, we broughlt all these
old locomotives out a9fter liaviu ig)Itt
them into good running order, wi thtie
result that in a ver 'vshort time, in two
or three years, the whole of these loeo-
motives were running, the small ones
being employed on agricultural spur
lines, and the heavier ones heing j)ut intO
the heavier main line traffic. That ac-
counts for thle fact that no locomotives,
comparatively. none, were ordered for
s~everal years during the lime of financial
stringency shortly after we joined Fedi-
eration. It is passinig strange to notice
also that the Premier is proud of the
muone 'y, small though it be, provided for
road construction and public buiildings.
if have not a word to say in condemnnation
of loan expenditure on these propositions.
T consider that we would do well to spend
a much larger sum on roads, and thiat
they are just as necessary to the well-
heing of the country and to its progress .
More patliclarlly in the agricultural in-
dustry, as agricultural railways, and that1
we are perfectly justified in considering
roads ais being reproduactive in the senSO.
that we are warranted in spendinga loani
mioneys on their construction. But such
jiz not the policy of the Premier and his
rolleagee and party. They condemn ~t
utterly. For Years past. in s~easoqn and
out of season, they have condemnned the
cxpenditure of loan moneys on roads;. but
to-night it is a virtue, and the esplana-
lion is thlar thleyv have not thle revenue
froma which to take thle mioney to butiid
these roads. The Premier pointed out
ii is impo-ssible to put their policy into
operation immediately and that they pro-
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pose to go on building roads and coin-
strutting buildings out of loan fundis
until they find that they can pay for them
from revenue. Our policy exactly, word
for word! On many occasions have we
explained that if we hadl the revenue we
should be perfectly pleased to expend it
in this direction, but we cannot extract
from our people, especially in a new
country, all the revenue necessarxy to
carry out such Llndertakings which tine
public must have and which the country
joust have if it is to be prosperous. So
we mnust pledge the credit of tie country
in order that the necessary works n*cv
be provided. The tyading conicernis at
the foot of the Estimiates, steamshiips.
ferries, milk supply, sawmills. brickyards
and State hotels, of course I am abso-
lutely opposed to, as I have explained on
more than one occasion, because I do not
believe in this undue competition with
our own citizens; and I do not believe
that the glowing picture of profits-to be
earned by these undertakings will he
realised by thne Premier to anything like
lie extent he has lput before the ZCow-
inittee to-night. It is always easy to
imaginie profits in new undertakings. We
have to take results year in and year
out. We cannot take an individual
voyage of a steamer and say that because
it is a profitable run it is g-oing to he
-profitable right through. I can point oot
to the Premier that hie has been very-
-fortunate in bringing his new steamship'
service in on a pretty good market.
i'reights have been advanced in thie last
eizlhteen monthis considerably righ [t
throughout the world, and naturally lie
1vil get the advantage for a year or iw
Of the better freight market: but the
Premier must look forward to the inevii -
.Abtc slump setting- in some day when hnis
steamers will have to compete, and com~-
pote at a disadvaniage, With niore up-to-
date steamers owned by private coim-
pjanies.

'Mr. Allen: There is a shortage of toii-
nage right throughout Australia.

Ron. FRANK WILSO'N: Throughout
line world there is that shortage. Since
we have embarked on this policy it is a
gond thing the steamers are busy, anl I.
amr happy to congratulate the Premier

(hant be has them booked ip for twelve
months, and that the mnanager is in a
position to ask to be supplied with another
boot;Y but I advise the Premier to be
cautious and not to go too far in steami-
ship owning, or he will perhaps find
himself in trouble like private individuals
when they expand too qunickly. So far it
points to this eolirelusioun, that the 1Premier
nieed not worry himself about thne alleged
boycotting- of thec sipls on the other side.
I t hink he mentioned something about
manifests being marked not to be tran-
shipped into State steamers. I have yet
to learn that this is an action of the local
steamiship companies. It may be the
action of shippers of goods who are
opposed to this sort of thing, and who
instruct their agents that on no account
are they to tranship in the State steam-
ers, but if that be so I do not think the
Premier need Worry himiself when lie is
so overburdened with xvork for his

semr. It is foolish for him to
threaten to boycott in return when lie has
such a pressure of business on hand
that hie cannot undertake any fur-
tiler business if it is offered to him.
Oui that score he auight let wvell
alone, and let the steamers work out
their salvation under the professional
men aplpointed to take charge of them.
It is foolish to start fighting, seeing we
have all we want at present and cannot
assimilate anything further in the way
of firesh bulsiness. The sumnmary of the
Loan Estimates on the last page of course
shows considerable expenditure. as the
Premier has pointed out. in connection
,with the completion of agricuhtural rail-
ways and the initiation of others. I
have not the slightest exception to take
to any expenditure in this direction. In
fact. I am inclined to criticise vcry
severely the fadt that we have departed
from, and are to some extent under-
mining, the legitimate extent of our bor-
rowing powers by borrowing for other
purposes like these trading concerns I
have referred to; or the socialistic enter-
prises whichi are perhaps crip-pling our
borrowing powers in respect to agricul-
Lural railwayvs. I would much soonir
see thne efforts of the Government directed
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successfully towards opening tip and ad-
mnistering the country, instead of going
in for speculative concerns, instead of
raising large sums of money and expend-
ing them on experimental undertakings
such as have been projected in these Esti-
mates. The total amount shown, for in-
stance. onl State sawmills is £120,000, of
which £C50,000 is to he spent during the
prescent year, and £70,000 in the first nine
months of the next year. But that is not
going to provide the timber stations and
equip the sawmilling plants and provide
railways and necessary rolling stock,
plant anit equipment for carrying on the
sawniilling enterprise sufficientx- exten-
sively to execute the orders which I under-
stand the Premier to say they have at lnst
got sight of. that is, the contract
for a million and a half sleepers with
another million in anticipation. The
expendi tutre must reach the figures I put
before the House some months ago. Every'
penny we have to raise for industries of
this description take away from our cqa-
cil 'v to raise money for thle much more
legitimate works. such as ra ilwa 'v con-
struction. and] thle development of nor
agricultural and nmining enterprises. The
amount set down for immnigration is all
too small and here let me again urge
upon the Governnmcnt not to give any
heed whatever to the opinions of the
Trades and Labour Hall in this respect.
A continuous stream of imigrants with,
of course, a continuous policy of land
settlement and a continuous policy of
land settlement and a continuous p~olicy of
railwivav construction is going to give us
the necessary warranty for continuing
our borrowing policy. The establishment
of State sawmills, butchers' shops, steam-
ships, implement works and quarries will
go a very small way indeed in that diree-
tion. I dto not propose to take up the
time of the Committee any longer. T
have not hadl the slightest opportunity of
perusing thie Estimates and I can only'
generalise fromn the Premier's introduc-
tion. It is the desire of the Government
to conclude the session to-morrow nig-ht.
but, notwithstanding that. I again protest
against the late introduction of important
estimates of this description which pledge

the credit of the country to this extent.
There is no excuse to my mind for the
late introduction of the Loan Estimates.
There is nothing that could warrant the
delay which has been shown in submitting
them to the House. We might have had
themn a month ago just as easily as to-
right We could have had them, in
fact, two months ago if thle P're-
Inier had endeavoured to keep) his plcdge
to submit them earlier than they had ever
been submitted before. Unfortunately,
the Preulier finds it is easier to make as-
sertions of 1,his description when criticis-
ing others thanl to fulfil them when lie
grets into power.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mlount Margaret) :It
is somewhat late to make many remark.
on (lhe Loan Estimates, and it is impos-
sible for one to be alble to consider them
adequately in the time given. I notice
in the Loan Bill for £E5,600,000. that the
third schedule is set apart for the de-
velopinent of mnining and minerals and
hat £125,000 is provided to cover the

period up to June,. 19.14. We find in the
Estimates uinder review that there is to
be £70,000 for the development of mill-
imig and minerals covering the period to
the 30th .Iune, 1913. When dealing with
the Budget and onl the general debate onl
the mining Estimates, I stated that I
hoped to see a very substantial sum placed
on -the Loan Estimates for the develop-
merit of milling. We realise that there is
not a hope on the Revenue Estimates of
getting a large suni, as we are not living
with in our means, hutl onl the Loan Esti-
mates for developmental work I lhad hoped
to see something sub~stantial. T had hoped
that thle Government and the Minister
cont rolling this department would have
set aside a suim for special purposes. hut
I recognise that the Government wvill be
hampered by tile Acts of Parliament
which are operating. It is unfortunate
that tihe Minister will not be able perhaps
to use, may I say. discretionary power
where he thinks it wise to do so on the
advice of his officers, and by thie willing-
ness expressed by the prospectors to do
certain work in various parts of our
mining centres if they had nmachinerv in
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the way of dealing with water and the
means for lifting ore and also the mul-
locki in connection with the developmrent
work. I say that for the expenditure of
anything between £300 and £500 small
parties could be equipped, aiid if
these men are prepared to find their own
labour and provisions the Govern-
ment should be prepared to give
them that assistance which would
enable them to go into a number of
the old mines that have been worked to
the -water level, It is no use delaying the
Estimates, but I do hope that the Minister
will provide something in the mannrer T
have indicated. Perhaps there are gold-
fields mnembers-and with the full force
the Minister for -Mines. has behind him
-who should be able to devise a schemie
superior to anything that mnight emanate
from myself. Something must he done
anid it must. he done in connection with
the Loan Estimates, otherwise we will find
that people will be compelled to leave
the 'back 'parts of Western Australia.
Anyone who goes into the outlying dis-
tricts will find that the settlers arc gradu-
ally disappearing, and men are leaving
places where there are chances. These
men are 'prepared to carry on, but they
are unable to do so on account. of the
absence of the facilities I have indicated.
Something should he done for 'these peo-
ple, and I hope the Government will do
it. If this expenditure is going on in the
manner that we have been accustomed to,
it will Dot do that for the mining industry
which should be done for it. I know
full well that under the Mines Develop-
ment Act it is difficult to obtain money,
as the funds are so safeguarded that re-
ports have to he made by departmental
officers, and the Government have to be
thoroughly satisfied that there is some
possible chance that the money will do
some good before it is granted, and fur-
tlhermore, before this can he done, the
Government take a mortgage over the
mine machinery arid everything. It is
a slow way, and unless the applicant has
something- to give in the way of a mort-
gage he has no chance of getting assist-
ance. The Government should devise
some means by which the mining indus-

try could be revived. We notice tbat the
Premier has pointed out that our
indebtedness is increasing, and he
spoke in Anl optimistic strain.
'We shahl have -a national debt of
something over £SS per head if this
loan is negotiated. To-day it stands at
£77 5s. We find also that we spent more-
money last year per head of the lpopula-
tion from Loan Funds than has been
spent for a considerable time in this State,
and while it is a generally accepted idea
that when the Government are spending
plenty' of money the country is looking
wvell, yet w~e find that last year we spent
£7 19ls, 3ld. per head of the population
from Loan funds; in the year before,
£5 Ss. l0d.; in] the veai' before that,
£3 1.7s, 2d.; and still a year further back
£3 i7s. 9d, and again , £2 17s. 4d. in the
year before that. It will be seen, there-
fore that even though we were financially
better off so far as our- revenue was eon-
cerned a little while ago we were spend-
ingl less from Loan. Even this year though
our deficit has built uip With rapidity, I
find we collected revenue per head of the
population to the extent of £13 9s, 5d.
.as against £13 17s. id., £13 14s. 4d., and
£12 11s, in thie preceding years. We find
that notwithstanding the shortage at the
end of each year we collected revenue
equal to the preceding years, and we find
that our Loan expenditure per head was
higher than in previous years and con-
siderably higher than a few years back,
The present loani will increase our debt
per head, as the Premier pointed out, an-
other £11, which will bring our total up
to £53%. by far the highest per head of the
population of any State in the Common-
wealth. Certainly we have made provision
for a sinking fund in a manner that has
not been dlone in sonc of the other States,
hit we were spending higher in the way
of loan indebtedness at the end of last
year than any other State with the ex-
ception peihaps of South Australia, whose
debt per head was something like £81,
while that of New South Wales stood at
shouit £56, and Queensland. I believe, was
lower than that.

Mr. TDooley: There is a difference in
the populations.
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Mr. TAYLOR: T recognise that there
is that difference but while we are discuss-
ing tile fuInctionis of Government we need
to bear in muind whait services the various
Oovernnrents give to their people. For
instance, one Slate tinder one form of
government miight be leaving to local gov-
erning_ bodies a deal of the work that a
Government in another State is (icing, and
these local bodies would be levying taxa-
tion over and above what the Government
would be doing. Tn Western Australia I
do nut kniow that that would affect tire
position. Thle Government of Western
Australia have a very large area to ad-
minister with a scattered population
which makes it expensive and difficult for
'Iny (Iovernnrerrt to give thie service it
Could itf (lie poiulation was more coil-
gested. Thle service which the Government
of Westerir A ustralia give to their people
is greater than is givenr inl most of tilie
Eastern SJtes. But III reviewing bow
financ-es are raised aid( services given ini

exchange for tlrn it is necessary to keep
in view how much the different States arc
doing fur their people. However, it is
riot for are to deal iihI t hat at this earily
hour of tie morning. The proper time
for that was when thle Loan Bill wvas at
the second reading stage. But one canl-
not hielp thinking, however mnuch this side
of the }louse has been twitted in thle past
with iheir non-horrowing policy, that is
at last exploded. It lhas been exploded by
the Government, but not by the Labour
movement outside Parliament. As -a bor-
rowing Governuient they have excelled
anything that has been inl power during
mny time in tire House. extending over 12
years. That must be something ir
their favour, for with all the ob-
jections which have been raised to
Laboura Governments, when they canl
go on the niarket in thle old land and
in the Coummoniwealth -and raise a loan
with such expedition as the Treasurer told
us I c-nigh thIIis loan1 was raised inl Lon-
don, and can raise it Under such favoutr-
able conditions. it speaks well for thme
Governmrent as borrowers. There is no
doubt about that point.

Mr'. Dooley: Nor about the prompt ap-
proval of another place.

Mr. TAYLOR : The prompt approval
of another place in respect to Loan Bills
has geirerally been mnarked, because 'the
other plac-e is a place that believes irr bor-
rowing i has been aI stock phrase to
terra them the "boom, borrow arid bust"

pat.That was the old idea of theml,
arid] so f do riot expect airy impediment.

Mfr. Dooley: They are sup posed to be
a chee-k err irasry legislation,

Mr. TAYLOR : Well they exhibited
that characteristic with sonic agility this
afternoon. W'Atc -i we may say about
diem thley lrvave riot departed from their
fixed principles, so far as Loan Bills are
concerned. 1, hope, indeed, this money
whichl has been raised arid the nut horisa-
lions which have been agreed to by an-
other place, I hope that long before it is
ex pended we will be favoured with good
seasons, arid] will be stainding financially
better than we airc to-day.

Berr. J1. Mlitrhell : You twill not have
miany seasons of any sort before it is ex-
lien ded.

Mr. TAYLOR : It will take twvo sea-
Solis t least to expend it. I hope we will
have good searsonis, arid that the deficit will
he sw.ept away, . Jai Anstralia borrowing
has been baseri largely enl popurlation. WVe
haqve borrowed Considerably me in pro-
port ion to our piopurlation than have the
Othler States. Those who lend uts this
mnoneyv most realise that we have some-
thing which war-ants tlieni iii so doing.*-
We have borrowed niore than any other
Stale of the Comm oinwealtIrl, according to
population, and that speaks wvell for WVest-
emn Australia, irrespective of who may be
controlling the Treasury benches and con-
sidemrig the state of the nioney market to-
d],rv. I hope the Government will give
heed to what I have said with reference
to the necessity for their doing alt they
can to give the mining irdrrstr'v, some re-
viral in) the near future.

.Mr. 211cDO0WA iAlj (Coodgardie) : With
thle iiemnber for MAounrt -Marwarret. T desire
to say I reg-ret that some scheme Of as-
sisting ruiningr has riot been developed.
We imist alt congratuilate the Govern-
riienr onl their loan policy -aid on their
Optimuisrm in borrowving sir cr a lat-ge sum
of mioney. I feel convinicedt that it is the
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right policy and that the country is
worthy of it. One does not regret seeing
something like twlo millions on the Esti-
mates for the development one way
amid another of agriculture--certainly the
surn includes some capita] for the Agri-
cultural Bank, but that is all in the in-
terests of agricultural developments-I
amn not going to cavil at that or bother
about qJuoting Statistics to shoWv how
much consideration the mining industry
deserves. I do not know that it Is neces-
sary. There is no doubt that the mining
industry even now is the paramount in-
,dustr -v in the State. It employs more
men of adult age than the whole agricul-
tural industry of the State. allowing mien
women and children over 14 years of age
as included in time agricultural statistics.

'Mr. Allen -,What ahoat secondary
industries. q

Mr, MeDOWALL : Thle secundaryv in-
dUtsties are second only to milling so far
as employment is concerned. Miingic
comes- first and ie secondary indus-
tries next, while agriculture will prob-
ablyv come next to those industries. T re-
alise that in a few yvears' time as a re-
stilt of the developmnental policy which is
being pursumed by' the onveraunient the
azrmcultural industry will forge ahead:.
but crmsiderinir Ihe immense amoumnt of
mjOne ' the goldfields have contributed
towards the development of the State f~
thimnk some scelmne should be devised byv
which that industry' will be revived.

Hon. WV. C. Augwin (Honorary Mlin-
ister) : Did imot the money come out of
time State ?

Alr. McDO\VALL : Indisputably it
did, but it came through the people who
camne to thle State in order to get it out
of the country. Thie gold could not have
been wvon had not a great rush takent
place to this State. That it came out
of the Slate is not altogether true; be-
cause the Minister must realise that the
people wrho rushed to Western Australia
imi those days had a certain amount of
capital of their own, that a large amount
of British capita] was introduced, and
that money was expended ia freights
and so on. The member for Pin-
gelly (Mr. Harper) smiles, but I

,canl give him some information on
that question. Perhaps it will astonish
thle lhon. membher to find that the rail-
wayv systemn of this State when the gold-
fields broke out was being run at a loss
all over the country.

Mfr. Harper :But how were they run
in other parts of Australia 9

Mr. McDOWALL: They were certainly
being- run at a loss in this State when
the goldldelds broke out. According to
the net revenue account the loss up to
.1800 "as £396,000. Just to show the effect
of thle goldfields: In 1801 the loss on thle
Eastern railway, which at that period
comprised the whole of the railways to
Northam, York, Perth racecourse, Perth-
Fremantle, and so on-the amount the
Eastern railway, lost that year was
£23,784.

lion. 11'. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : 1low miany people were here then?

MAr. MCl)OWkiLL, If I had heen left
alone I had not intended to occuipy more
than flvr minutes of the time of -the
House.

The Premier: Why. I heard you for two
hiours yesterday.

Al r. NMeDO WAUl2 : owever, the
1-oiorary 3Minister just strikes the ken-
iiel oif thec thing wvith his interjection.

1-Ic inerjerts. "What was the popuila-
tion of thle Slate at thlat timl-ei"' of
courvse time populatiomn of the State was
smiall. Thlat is thme ver *v poinit I ant comii-
ig- to. Rt was the breaking out of the

goldfields that brought the populationl
here, that made the railways productive
and gave the State its great start, from
wihich T trust it will never recede.
It was that which did it, and thle lion.
member is only helping me to make miy
point.

2 "'clock, cam

AMr. S. Stuhhs: No one ever denied it.
Mr. MeDOWALL: I heard the hon.

member for Pingelly (Mr. Harper) the
other night stand here boldly and assert
that our loans amnounted to £2.3,000.000,
and that by and by we would be leaving
this bulrden of taxation on the agricul-
tniists. as if the mining industry could
not bear- its own fair proportion. of the
burden. As a nmmtter of fact, the mining
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industry has paid these items over and
over again in different ways. Now to
continue with the figures I was quoting.
In 1892 the loss on the Eastern railway
was £23,700, and in that year Coolgardie
was discovered.

Member: Is it still there9

Mr. MeDOWALL: It is still there; it
is one of the best producing districts
in the State. and has a better gold yield
this year than it had last year, and with
a little encouragement it will produce any
amount more wealth for the State and
find markets for the agriculturists, which
I think they ought to appreciate. For
the half year of 1893 the loss was £6,620,
and as the influence of the goldfields came
in the loss gradually decreased. In the
year 1893-4 the loss was only £2,462, but
the loss prior to responsible Government,
as I have already said, was something
over £36,000. From 1801 to 1804 inclu-
sive there was added to this total an
amount of £66,566. Now we begin to
feel the benefit of the goldfields, for we
find that in 1895 the Eastern railway
showed a profit of £9,821. Northam at
that period was a very small place in-
deed, and any one will admit that the
goods carried on that line were princi-
pally for the goldfields. In 189)5-6 the
profits bad increased to £72,130, and let
it be understood that when I say profits
I am allowing for the cost of construc-
lion, rolling stock,, etcetera. I am not
taking it from the net revenue ac-
count of the railway. If I took it
from the net revenue account of
the railways it would show considerably
more, but biy taking the amnount after the'y
have charged interest on the cost of con-
struction, a portion of the cost of rolling
stock, and] four per cent. on the money
expended out of general revenue, even'
possible item being charged, the railway
still showed a p~rofit of £72.130. In 1896-
7 the profit 'was £E64,273: in 1987-8,
£523865; in 1898-9. £49,515; and in 18999-
1900, £02,201.

Mr. S. Stubbs: N one is disputing- it.

Mr. MeflOWALL: The other night
when we were speaking on the Land and
Income. Tax Bill the hon. membher for
Wogin interjected that w;e were making

Ilie farmers bear all the burdens of the
State.

Mr. S. Stubbs: Speak correctly.

Mr. MeDOWALL: That is correct. The
hon. member talked about the farming
industry bearing the burdens of the State,
.and I am leading up to show the con-
sideration which the goldfields deserve
from the Stale, in consequence of the
revenue they have brought into it. The
hon. member for Pingelly is constantly
making accusations about wvhat has been
done. for the goldfields. It is only a little
while ago that lie practically said that
Coolgardie and the Eastern goldfields
wvere pampered and that he had a dislike
for them greater than he had for the
Murchison, because the Ifurchison fields
'were not pampered. And it is because of
this constant and irritating defamation
of thc goldfields that I wish to say that
thley' are not under any compliment to
anybody. To make a long story short,
the Eastern railway from 1890 to 1903,
when sectional returns ceased, showed a.
profit of £650,436. Then take the gold-
fields railway froiu Northam, it showed a
profit of £716,838. or making a total for
the two lines of over one and a (quarter
million pounds over and above interest
on the cost of construction, and wvorking
and managing expenses of every possible
description. That nioney vent into the
Consolidated Revenue o~f Ihe Slate. Then
after 1D0 the sectional returns ceased,
for what reason I do not know. In that
rear the mining industry was at its height
and produiced between eight million and
nine million pounds worth of gold. it is
reasonable to assume that the railway
earnings for some years after that were
considerable, and that a large amount of
money "'as contributed by the goldfields
in this ay. I haive not arranged any
notes. having made up my mind that I
wvorld only i-ise to say a word or two in
connection with the mining industry. I
was going to explain that the total number
of people engaged] in the agricultural in-
dnistrv in this State in 1.91 was: nales
13.634. females 2.647. Those are all the
farmers in the Slate and those totals in-
elude all persons regularly' working on
a holding during the season, and there-
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fore include the owner or manager and
the mnale and female members of his
family above school age, if permanently
-employed in actual farming or pas-
toral work. It will be seen that
in onr 17,000 miners the mining in-
*dusury employs more adults than the
whole of the agricultural industry.
'The dairying industry employs roughly
1,000 people, orchards and vineyards over
3,000, including 513 Asiatics. Of course
there is the pastoral industry' as well, but
I ani interested only' in the agricultural
comiparison, because the £C2,000,000 I have
mentioned is for the development of 4gri-
-culture only. hlaving been led astray,
allow mne to get back to the few remarks
I intended to nmake wh~en I rose. T have
beeii discussing matters T had made up
tin mind not to mnenion; now I will come
back to what [ desired to say and T will
say it as briefly as possible. 1 have no oh-
jection whatever ito that £2,000,000. or-
'even £20.000,000. being profitably ex-
pended in the development of this State.
I realise that agriculture must give this
countryv a great fllipi iii the near futuire.
and. therefore, 'I heartily endorse the loan
policy' inj ihat connection. But I desire to
sqay thai the great industry which has
given so much wealth to this State, that
has practically made the State what it
really is ait the present time. should be
belped to a greater extent than £125,000.
Somneone will sayA how can it he done?
We know perfectly well that the pro-
spectors are crying out for cheaper crush-
ing. cheaper water,. and facilities of that
kind. It must be possible to devise some
scheme whereby this can be done, and I
certainly think thatt the industry which is
far an d a way the l eading- one in the State
should be encouraged to become the great
producing power it was a few years ago.
I do not want to mention any definite
scheme: it is simply a question of a little
sympathietic encouragement and a desire
to spend a little more money, v even if it is
not likely to coume hack, in the enrontra ie-
ineut of the prospector. Those are the
things that are wanted. We know that
there is mineral wealth throughout the
whole of the State and its development
shonld undouibtedly he encouraged. There

is 110 occasion for toe to enlarge upon the
question. I have just given my views on
the point that some scheme of develop-
mient should be encouraged in connection
with mining, and that mining should not
be overlooked in order tha t other indus-
tries nay h e developed. I sincerely trust
that the Governmnent will take this matter
into consideration and see if they can do
sorrething- in that direction.

Mr. Mlclonaild: How much?

11r. MeDOWVALL: It does not matter
if the amiount is a million, We have
£2,000,000 provided for agricuiltutre, and
even £250,000 spent in the proper direc-
tion in assisting mining might make it a
thriving industry once more. We might
then scrap somec of the obsolete State bat-
teries and put uip fresh ones with producer
gas plants, and thereby reduce the cost of
c-rushing- to lie prospectors. The bat-
lerics in sonc parts are doing magnificent
wVork. In Coolgardie there is no doubt
a great amount of gold has been won this
year, which would not have been won but
for the State battery.. but there is room for
vast inmplrovement, because when it comes
to set'ling, tip for three pennyWeights in
lie! sands mid the various charges and

allowance for moisture, extraction and so
on, it is found that the cost is prohibitive
mid there is little or iio profit. There
arc little thino-s which -would tiot rimn into
itmch money bitt which would malke a
miaterialI difference to thie mining industry
of the State. I am sorry I have been led
off the track. buit I would have felt my-
self wanting in my duty if I had not
spoken on the subject. I trust the lAfin-
ister for Mlines and the Government will
give the matter sympathetic treatment
and do something for the mining. indus-
try.

IMr. S. STUBBS (Wagin): I, would
not have risen if it had niot beea
for the remarks which have fallen
f rom the member for Coolg-ardie
(Mr. MecDowall) %rho seemed to think
that it was necessary to lay all the
blame for the larger expenditure pr-o-
posed uinder the loan to the door of the
farming community of the State. I think
I am echoing the sentiments of every
member- or' the Opposition when T say

4621



4022 ASSEMBLY.]

that the member for Coolgardie is quite
right in asserting that the vast develop-
ient which has taken place in Western

Australia dluring the last 15 years is al-
most entirely due to die mining industry,
andl if it is possible for the Minister for
Mines to devise some means of encourag-
ing the mining industry in the near fu-
ture in the direction of cheapening the
water supply and cheapening- the cost of
extracting the precious metal from the
base metal, then I am certain it will be in
[lie very best interests of everyone resid-
ing in this State. Even, as the member
for Coolgardie said, if it costs twice as
much money as is down, in the Loan Esti-
mates it wi4ll be to the advantage of the
State, and in that respect I am in abso-
lute accord with him, because it would be
a disastrous (lay for Western Australia
if the thousands of men employed in the
mining industry throughout the State
were thrown out of work, and the mines
were closed down owing to the want of
capital to further develop and seek the
enormous wealth that must undoubtedly
be lying hidden at the present time. I
feel sure the Mlinister for Mines who rep-
resents the most wonderful portion of
Western Australia, naniely, Kalgoorlie,
and one of the most wonderful portions
of the earth seeing that it has produced
during the past 15 years more than any
other tract of country of its size in this
heniispheie, wvill give the matter his best
consideration. I think the mining indus-
try: is one that should be encouraged. and
will be encouraged by ever y agricultural
representative oil Ibhis side of the Cham-
ber, and I hope, with the member for
('oolgardic. that the day is not far dis-
tant when the decline that has been no.
tieable so much (luring the past year or
two will cease. I hopie that a systematic
I rial throughbout the various parts of the
State where gold and other metals have
been found will be entered upon, and that
more encouragemient in the shape of
bonuses and subsidies will be given to the
genunihe prospietors who are desirous of
searching Western Australia for just as
good propositions as have been found in
Kalgoorlie and other parts of the State.
I hope (Inha all t hese districts, which at

the present time are quiet through not
having sufficient money available from
the capitalists, will soon experience a re-
vival, and that Western Australia will
proie that she not only has an immense
latent reserve in her agricultural and
timiber resources, but wvill still prove to
the world that she is one of the best in-
vestments for mining in any part of the
British dominions.

[.1r. AlcDonall took the Chair.]

Rlon. J. MITCHELL (N\orthan)
.1 -tmn to enter mny protest ag-ainst

the way we are called upon to deal
with this important matter of the
Estimates, as the raising of this im-
iense sum of money should receive
the best consideration of every member.
'[le Premier is quite comfortalble. He
sleeps in his place while we are called
upon to keel) awake and watch events.
When we passed the Loan Bill I under-
stood the Premier to say that he wvol(]
give us ample opportunity to discuss thle
bcall Estimaftes. and hie calls this ample
olpportunily after bringing on the Loan
Estimates at midnight, and wve are asked
without beingz given any time to look into
the various matiters to pass these Esti-
mates, which wvill mean the passinrg of a
[,oan Hill for £3,886,000.

Air. Foley: You voted in favour of a
niight shift ai while ago. It is lao good,
is it?

Hon. J. MIITCH-ELL: I know nothing
about night shifts. I hope the Premier
Will raisea any3 money that may have to be
borrowed in the near futu re outside of
A ustralia. Great harm has been done
to enterprise in Australia by borrowing
wvithin the Comnmonwvealth,. The Premier,
when lie referred to the private banks,
t ouched I pon something whichi we might
all consider. No doubt money has been
verv lighlt because of the Federal note
issue,. and the Federal banking proposals,
wvhich have made it impossible for the
ordniarv banks to go on with the work
they undertook before. It is t rue that
in this State we have aul Agricultural
Bank and] thlit twelve mounthis ago the
M[imister for L ands toldc us that lie would,
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through this bank, do all the work that
was necessary for the farmer. We agreed
to increase the limit from £750 to £2,000.
and we expected that this £C2,000 would
be advanced to farmers needing it. The
Government have not sufficient money to
make the advance they promised, and
they have landed piople into trouble by
reason of the fact that when the banks
put on the screw the Government were
unable to hell) the Jpeopte, even when
they were of good repute and had good
security, It is wrong to blame the banks
for the state of the money market.
The banks are subject to developments,
and the Federal Government and the
State Government have contributed to
the t rouble we are now experiencing.

N1r. Foley: Thle Government could
break the West Australian bank to-mor-
row if they liked.

Hon. J. MItTCHELL: The lion. member
miust be mad to make such a statement.
The Government have p~recious little
moneyi in the bank, and I daresay they
would be easier to break than any hank
in Perth. I wish to refer to the Govern-
nient trading undertakings. In common
with my leader, I object to this large
amount being devoted to these enterprises,
-whichl do not come within the legitimate
scope of the Government. I point omit that
the agnienliural implement works which
were to do so much for the farmer have
not been very well provided for. About
£E6,000 has been provided] for the imple-
ment works. After all we have heard]
about the implement works and what they
are going to do, I should have thought that
t he item would find a more important
place on the Estimates. Another Loan
Bill will hardly see the light of day for
twelve mionths, and probably not for the
next two years. These works, if they are
to be of any use, will need very much
larger capital than is proposed here. I
should like to know, in connection with
the proposed] cold storage, abattoirs, and
salcyards, whether it is a fact that the
Government intend to erect abattoirs at
Midland Junction and to buy the sale-
Yards which were erected there by' the
31idland Junction council. I hope the Pre-
imier will be able to give the House some

information with regard to these matters.
In regard to State steamers it is extraor-
dinary that the State should be expected io
buy steamers in order that Miller's Liarri
and Jarrah company might have the use
of them at a less freight than they would
have to pay to a shipping company. In
a few months the steamers can go up
into the North-West trade, but in the
meantime it is extraordinary that these
monopolies, of which we, have heard so
much, should have the use of our boats.

Mfr. McDonald :It would be a pity
to leave them long- idle.

Hion. J. MITCHELL : Surely there is
somnetiling better for them to do than to
be carry' ing timber and conveying the
Minister for Works to New Zealand.

M1T. McDonald . A lot of your friends
established a boycott against them and
would not send their stock down ot have
their stores taken hack by the State
steamers.

lon. J. MITCHELL :I. have. not heard
of it.

2Nr. McDonald I have, in two or
three instances.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL I object to the
State buying- steaniers for the benefit of
IMiller's Kerni and Jarrah Company or
any other big company. The wvorking-
capita] of the bank is reduced on these
Estimates to £E350.000, an amount alto-
gether too small. We have an amount
0r £5007000 for the purchase of the Perth
traniwa 'Ns. I wonder if members saw an
account of a. meeting of the shareholders
held in London recently and reported in
the West Aust retia on the 23rd Novern-
her.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Parliament authorised that
£'5007000).

lion. J. MITCHELL .After perusing
the report could anyone believe that the
Government had- made even a moderately
good bargain in buy' ing the trains. After
all [lint was said at that meeting, it ap-
pears that we made a bad bargain, and
that the Premier will have to provide
more than £.500,000 if these tramwavs are
to be placed in proper order and atre to
be made, to supply all the con-
veniences tha the trains of Per-th
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should supply. It was said that some-
thing like £50,000 would be needed
to place the present works iii a fair
conditioii; and we know that with
the cheap fares the Minister contemplate
charging, many more ears will he needed
to carry the public. Already the cars are

overrowedand if fares are brought
below 3d., it will be impossible for the
rolling stock in the hands of the corn-
panx' to do the work at all, [ do not pro-
pose to enter into any discussion on the
merits of any particular industry, I am
not here to say a word against the min-
ing industry, but it is strange that so
many members sitting on the Government
side of the House have so mnuch to say
against the agricultural industry. If the
mnember for Coolgardic (.Mr. McDowall)
was in his place I would point out to him
that it was never the customi of members
rep~rCeenting the agricultural industry to
do anything but support the mining in-
dustry to the fullest extent. The indus-
try is important to the State and] we want
to help it to the fullest possible extent
by giving State batteries and encourag-
ing the development of the goldflelds to
employ more men and to produce more
,!old. Every member of the Opposition
is only too glad to lend a hand in that
work. Of course agriculture is a perman-
ent industry and an established indus-
try, and so of course we mnust have more
money spent on railways for agricultural
districts than is necessary in the case of
the gold mines. It will be found that of
the lines of railway to be built a great
deal of money will be spent upon the
'Western Australian section of the Trans-
Australian railway, £300,000 for building
the line and another £C300,000 to £500,000
for the purchase of rails, and that is
only a start, because we know the line is
to cost upwards of two million pounds.
There are very few lines on the list and
there is a very small m'm against each
undertaking for agricultural districts.
That is unsatisfactory; because uinder
our system of selection hefore survey,
people hare settled here, there and every-
whiere. and it is most important that we
should reach them as sooa as possible.
It is unfortunate that so little is inclnded

ou Ihese Estimates for agricultural devel-
opmental railways. I regret it, but of
course it is impossible to express more
than regret. We can do nothing. I sup-
pose the Premier will find it quite difficult
enough to raise four millions during the
nest year or two without adding any-
l1ing to the authorisation already given. I
have nothing more to say except again
to say- that the Premier has treated us
rathier shabbily in the matter. He should
have given us an opportuinity of cons5ider'
ing the loan schedule earlier in the week.
Even now I think it would he'wise to
adjourn and meet next wvoek in order
that matters may be fully dealt with.
There are manny thingos of importance to
the people; and notwithstanding that we
hiave hand a Loan Bill with a schedule
attached to it before us , we have not had
time to go into the various matters as
fuLlly as we should like. I doubt whether
the people will be satisfied, but the re-
sponsibility lies on the Premier, and I
hope when hie goes to the people againt
they will show their appreciation of the
way he has treated us by sending him
over to this side of the House in order
that we may have the opportunity of in-
troducing Loan Estimates in a proper
faIshion.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly) : I have no
great fauilt to find with the Loan Esti-
mates. I think the Government are quite
-justified in the progressive scheme they
have laid out. Taking into consideration
the very optimistic and eulogistic speech
of the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Me-
Dowall), Western Australia muust have a
rredlit balance of 2.3 million pounds instead
of a debit balance. I think we must have
thiat 23 million pounds he spoke of put
away in some safe corner in the Treasury.

The Minister for Mines: It is in the
Slate in the shape of grood solid asset, not
in coin of the realm.

M1r. HARPER: Consideringq the tons
of money and millions of ounces of gold
won in the State. one would naturally
think there was a credlit halanee.

The Minister for Mines: is not the
piopulation of 73.000 on the goldfields at
subsh~tantiajl asset $
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Mir. HARPER: Notwithstanding our
population I see wve have a debt per head
of something about £89. We have heard
the member for Coolgardie. telling us how
the mining industry ought to be encour-
aged. I have considered the question as
much aS. anyone, and I cannot suggest
any solution of the problem. I think it is
absolute pilfie tot memibers; to say "1some-
thing ought to be done." I would like
lion. members to say what can be done. If
I could see anyvthing in the nature of a
practical suggestion I would be only too
willing to support it. I have people out
in the State prospecting and I know it is
very difficult to find anything of a pay-
able nature,. and 1 know quite a lot of
others are in the same position. If there
were anything of a payable nature found
there would he no scar-city of capital to
develop it.

Mr. Mc.Donaldl: On terms suitable to
the capitalist.

'Mr. HARPER : I have been in mining
ventures and they have turned out con-
siderable losses. I spent £10,000 on one
inine near Nanuine and got very little out
of it, and I spent muoney on others in
Yilgarn. I would like to encourage min-
ing, but I do not know bow it can he
done. There was a big loss on State bat-
teries Inst Year; there is certainly a big
amount invested in these batteries about
which the mnember for Coolgardie talks.
IWhat is the condition of the town of Cool-
gardie? Does not the price of the pro-
perty there indicate the opinion of the
people in regard to mining in that vicin-
ity or in any other vicinity on the gold-
fields? Even at Bullfinch or K~algoorlie,
where I have property, I know how the
value has depreciated, all indicative of
what the public think of mining in 'West-
ern Australia. I regret I did make some
allusions to the Eastern Ooldfields as being
unappreciative of the great services the
State of Western Australia rendered them
in constructing the great Coolgardie
Water Scheme and in many other things.
I do not blame the industry, but I blame
the dissatisfied people forcing us into
Federation, which always stands in my
mind as being most hostile and antago-
nistic to the interests of Western Austra-

lia. If they had been loyal to Western
Australia the conditions and state of af-
fairs to-day would be very different, and
the country would not be in its present
financial difficulties. How was Sir John
Forrest treated at Ralg-oorlie at one time,
notwithstan ding he carried out the great
Coolgardie Water Scheme? And many
others were badly treated notwithstanding
what they had done. We all look forward
to seeing the mining industry recusitated,
but we cannot shut our eyes to the fact
that it is a shrinking industry. As the
member for Coolgardie pointed out, in
1903 we had nearly two million ounces of
gold. nowv we have got down to nearly half
that quantity, and we hear the Treasurer
and every leading man make reference to
the whole prosperity of the State of West-
ern Australia in the future being depend-
ent on the crop and the results of this
harvest. It is not so much the crop that
we hope to receive, but it is the prospects
of the future that bnild up our hopes.
Why is it that everyone in authority, all
the leading men of the State talk of the
bountiful har-vest we are to receive? Every
business man in Western Australia looks
forvard with greet satisfaction to good
seasons and a decent rainfall, and in every
utterance reference is made to the bounti-
ful harvest we are to have. How would
we borrow the money to-day if it
was not for the wheat and agricul-
tutral districts of Western Australia?
We have heard a good deal that
but for the gold the agicultural
areas would not have been dvlpd
but there are other States without gold-
fields which are far more prosperous and
have bigger population than in our ease.
South Australia which has no. goldfields
has gone ahead by leaps and bounds dur-
ing, the last 16 years owing to its grow-
ing resources and its wheat production
propensities. The same applies to nearly
every other State of the Commonwealth
and to New Zealand. Farming has gone
ahead during the last 15 or 20 years, so
that if we had not had the great gold dis-
coveries. Western Australia was bound to
come to the front as an agricultural coun-

try. Land was not to be worth £20 an
acre in the Eastern States without our
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land proving its value. The land in South
Australia has gone up from a few shil-
lings (o as many pounds per acre in the
last 15 years.

1%r. Foley: That is because so few
people held it tlint they could ask what
price they liked.

Mr. HARPER No, because fertilisers
have come to the rescue of farming and
made wheat growving so profitable. H-ow
would Western Australia stand to-day if
it were not for its agricultural resources,
its fruits, its timber and many other in-
dustries? Even timber is a diminishing
asset; it is something like our gold. Our
gold is not like coal wvhich goes on prac-
tically for centuries. In regard to gold
mining even, South Africa, we learn, can-
not go on for ever.

Mr. Foley: That is because so few
of King Solomon there even now, and
they go back a few years.

Mr. HARPER: The goldfields have
been encouraged, but the grade of ore is
now unfortunately low. I find that in the
Eastern States things are different and
they make a much lower grade of ore pay.
I have no fault to find with the boa,,
Estimates and the various industries the
Government are going to encourage. In
regard to the depaj tinental construction of
works the Government stroke should not
be pernitted. Good value ought to be
obtained or else, even in connection with
these enterprises, it is of no use borrowing
money. I do not think that departmental
construction of railways is altogether the
unmnixed blessing peopl make it out to be.
What we want above all things is to get
good value for the money we borrow. It
is a matter of the survival of the fittest
and those who can p~urchase the cheapest
get on the best. We boast of our White
Australia, but we wvant to realise that we
have to compete in the markets of the
wvorld and everything- depends upon the
primary producer. Both gold mining and
ai~ricultural areas are dependent upon
how cheap the sovereignt can be produced
and also the bushel of wheat and all that
depends on cheap railway' freights, cheap
construction of railways, cheap mining,
all of which things have their face value.

Mr. DOOLEY (GeraldItonl : Before

commencing the few remarks I have to
make 1 would like to ask you, Mlr. Chair-
nuau, whether I would be justified in
awakening the occupants of the Govern-
ment benches. I am not going to spread
myself with regard to the Loan Estimates
generally, but there are certain matters
that, I would like the Premier to take heed
of so that I might get some information
later on when he replies. Would I be
right, on a point of order in asking you
whether the fewv remarks I have to make
should be heard by the Premier who is at
present in his seat?

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think there
is a Standing Order uinder which I can
awaken the Premier or the Mlinister for
Mines, and I certainly do not think that
I can call upon the Sergeant-at-arms to
awaken the hon. gentlemen. I think the
hon. mnember wvill hive to trust to his own
eloquence to disturb them.

Ilr. DOOLICY: I confess, Mr. Chair-
juan. that you have me confused. If I
possessed Vie eloquence to which you re-
fer .1 have no douht thiat eloquence would
be elfrective, but I think, even apart from
thie Standing- Orders we must realise that
on such an important matter as the Loan
Estimates where manyv members are seek-
ing, information, it is only a fair thing
that the members of the Government who,
have compelled the House to sit here and
consider these Estimates at a most incon-
venient time, should themselves at any
rate realise their responsibilities and en-
deavour to give ear to members who wish
to discuss the matter. I have rather a
weak voice,' and as it is without a sonor-
ouis resonance wvhich would awaken even
echoes at this early hour of the morning,
I suppose I may just as well give vent to,
my opinions so that they may be recorded
and may prove of servic onsm ftr

occasion.
The CHAIRMAN: The Premier has

,just interjected that he can bear you.
Mr. DOOLEY: I did not hear the in-

terjoelto,,.
The Premier: T am talking in my

sleep.
Mr-. DOOLEY: I am very glad to

think that I shall now be heard. What
T want to say is that I have noticed some



[12 DscntBna, 1912.] 82

items on the Loan Estimates in connee-
tion with the electorate I have the honour
to represent, and I find that so far as the
harbour schemne is concerned there is a
sumn of £15,000 on the Estimates. I find
also that the Government expect to spend
£5,000) within the next 12 months.-

The Minister for Mines: Six months
nowv.

Mr. DOOLEX': That is so, but so far
as the scheme of harbour facilities for
Oeraldton is concerned, weither' the House
"or the public have been taken into the
confidence of the Government with regard
to what that scheme actually means. I
think it is ouiy a fair thing that when
Estimatles are brought down and when
discussions are being indulged in we
should be given Somle Intimation as to
what shape or form the proposals are to
take.

M1r. B. 4. Stubbs: It would take the
Premier a week if hie had to go through
every itemn.

Mr. DOOLEY: I have asked for this
information several times and I have been
given to understand that no report has
been fnrnished. I have asked the Minis-
ter for Works several times in regard to
it, and I have been told that the actual
matter of the harbour scheme, so far as
the report is concerned, has not come be-
fore himn. I do not think that is fair to
the people of the State, or to the people
of Geraldion, or even to myself. So far
hack -is 'May last, surveys and soundings
at Champion Bay were undertaken, and
that is my complaint that something fur-
ther should have 'been expended in that
direction. There is a sum of £15,000 on
the Loan Estimates for harbour facilities
for Geraldton, and the point cannot ap-
pl y in this case as to'what the Premier
has mentioned iii others. There can be
no mistake because this authorisation of
£15,000 in the Loan Bill that was author-
ised is the first instalment in connection
'with harbour improv-ements at Geraidton.
There was nothing provided in previous
loan aulhorigations, and I consider that
this is Simply a bagatelle so far as the
Geraldtoa harbour scheme is concerned.
That heing so and taken in conjunction
with the fact that I can get no informa-

tion with regard to the scheme, it seems
to me that it is just a matter placed upon
the Estimates in the dark, meaning no-
thing in particular. It is a matter I
should like some information onl when the
subject is touched upon again by' a mem-
ber of the Government bench.

a o'clock, a.Tn.

Mr. DOOLEfY; I do not know who is
going to take the responsibility of reply-
ing to what has been said by members on
these matters. Another point is the water
scheme. We have been suffering from
lack of a comprehensive water scheme for
?ieraldton. and previous Administrations
have dealt with this in a half-hearted
manner for the last 12 or 15 years.
Three years ago the Works Department
sent out their engineers to Scour the
country and endeavouir to fix upon a site.
They did make an attempt to deal
with the question, and they decided on a
site and ploughed a drain, or something,
round a bit of a mound at Woggerkine,
seven or eight miles from Geraldton.
And Lhen these water experts decided that
they would have to sit down for two years
and wait until they got I he actual catch-
went. of rain onl this before they could
come to a conclusion. 1 ani not an en-
gineer in any sense of the word, but if
I could not do something of at more defin-
ite nature than tha.t I Would consider my-
self right out of the bulsiness. When this
Government came into powver I took it
upon myself to look for a site, and I
found one, practically off my own hat. I
waited onl the Public Works Department,
and by dint of importunity I got them
to explore the country round abont Ocr-
nldron, and I am given to understand that
they have secured a praeticable proposi-
tion. But I have never been able to get
on to anything definite in the matter. I
am told they are considering this scheme
which they investigated in February last.
Then, as a final resolution, they have de-
cidled that a scheme which was turned
down in Gera~dtoa five or Six years ago
s;hall now be taken in conjunction with the
schemne I practically put them on to my-
self, and they are going to provide for the
reticulation of the town with a supply
from this obsolete scheme rejected live or
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six years ago, which they propose to lake
in cofljiiietioii with the other scheme. Al-
thougzh sums of money are specified for
other places throughout the State there is
nothing specified in regard to Geraldton.

Th'ii. W. C. Angrwiu (Honorary Mlinis-
ter) : There is onl these Estimates.

_1ir. DOOILEY: No, there is just a
statement mnade wvith regard to supply for
towns generally.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : A general water supply is provided
for.

ilIr. DOOLEY: What is the amount?
LHon. W,. C. Ang-wiu (Honorary Minis-

ter) : I cannot; give the amount now.
AYr. D)OOLEY: Of course you cannot.

it is a matter of ;E2,5,000 for supplies for
towns generally. There is nothing speci-
fic. Thue scheme has been under consid-
eration for 10 or 11 months, and nothing
has been explained nor anything definite
laid down in connection wvith the matter.

The Premtier: Before June next £E6,000
is to lie expended.

Mr. DOOLEY: Where do I find that?
The Premier: Under "Water supplies

for towns generally."
Mr. DOOLY: I have never been able

to get on to anything definite.
The 2 linister for Lainds: You have just

explained that they are going to take up
a combination scheme.

Mr. DlOOLEY: Yes, that is what they
say. but I was under the impression that
When that inatter was mentioned some-
thing would he explained ini the Esti-
mates.

The 2 l1inister for Lands: You would
reqtiire to have Estimates of two or three
hundred pages if you did that.

Mr. DO OLEY: But it merely states
that the water scheme is uinder considera-
tion. When we come to consider that this
is the most urigent proposition in the
State at the present time I think we
should hare something more definite.

MAfr. LEWIS (Canning): I desire to
ask the Minister a few questions in con-
nectiun with the Estimates. One is in
regard to the provision of rolling stock.
T appreciate the fact that the 'Minister
has given an order for .1,000 trucks at the
Maylands Rolling Stock Works. Up to

the present tomething like 130 of those
trulk hare been delivered. That has been
a great stimuluis to the district. Some 95
men are employed in the works, and I
would like to hear from the Minister, in
connection with future issue of cirriasres
and other rolling stock, whether he is
prepared to extend a certain degree of
support to that industry.

Mir. B. .1. Stubhs: You do not advocate
going there in preference to the Railway
Workshops?

M1r. LEWIS: The wvorkshops, I under-
stand, owing to the policy of past Gov-
ernments, have absolutely starved the rol-
ling stock, and the necessity exists for a
decent Supply for thle vast amlount of
construcetion "-e arc taking on, without
which the workshops will not be able to
supply those needs. In connection with
Item. 37, with regard to the surveys of
new lines, I notice provision is made for
a trial survey of the South Swan line. I
would like to know bow that is progres-
sing, and whether there is any intention
of bringing the trans-Australian railway
round onl the south side of the river. It
is a matter which vitally concerns my
constituency. For many years past thle
development of the south side has been
absolutely neglected. All that is necs-
sary is to give them facilities there, and
we -will then find thle same dlevelopment
as has occurred among the suburbs on the
Eastern railway line. Again, in connec-
tion with the implement works. I would
like to know where it is proposed to es-
tablish these works. I may say we have
in our district a particular locality thiat
offers a unique position for thie establish-
ment of agricultural implement work-
shops, one that hears a striking- similarity
to Sunshine, in Victoria, It is close to
the junctions of all the various railway
systems. I refer to Belmont. That par-
ticular locality is right in the heart of the
railway system, is situated between the
Eastern and South-Western railway lines,
and is on a surveyed route that has a
possibility of becoming the route for the
trans-Australian line. W"e have the coal
and timber coming from our South-West-
emn line which could be diverted into that
centre. It is close to all the junctions,
whence the finished article could be des-
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patched, thus averting the congestion
which would -take place in the City if any
centre lower than Perth were selected for
the -works hops.

The Premier: What is the population?

Mr. LEWIS: It matters little -what the
population is to-day. We have a conges-
Lion on the lines -through the City, and it
will become worse if the workshops are to
be established at Fremantle. We also
have another important point to consider
in connection with this particular locality,
namely, that there is available there a
large area of unsubdivided land -which
could be obtained very cheaply, and in-
stead of private land holders receiving
the unearned increment which this indtis-
try will bring- About, the Government
would secure it for the State. We could
get an unsubdivided area of 250 acres at
a very low figure. Mloreover, it must be
remembered tihat we have the railway sys-
tem converging right round it, and we
have possibilities of An extension to Bel-
mont of our tramway service.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
travelling a little wide of the Estimates.

M r. LEWIS8: It is also at fact that this
particular centre I have mentioned comes.
within the 4 or 4 /-mile radius of the
City. I contend that we ought to do what
we can to develop our suburban areas
when we -have the facilities I have men-
tioned. I venture to say that if agricul-
tural impelment works were established
thtere this place would become the Sun-
shine of the West. It has all the facili-
tics that Braybrook had when harvester
work~s were commenced there. There are
many sites that could he obtained at a
very low figure. There is another matter
I would like to touch on in connection
with our ferries. The Premier mentioned
that a profit had been made in connection
with these, And T would like to know if
the Government intend to construct a new
boat.

The Premier: Provision is made on the
Estimates for a new boat.'

Mn. LEWIS: I am very pleased to have
that assurance.

The Premier: We cannot possibly do
it before June, but we have on the Loan

schedule provision for a new boat whieh
will be available before next summer.

Mr. LEWIS: An absolute necessity
exists to make provision for the holiday
trafflee to the Zoo. last Faster during
the holiday season a large number of peo-
ple travelled over to the Zoo, and when
,they wished to get back to the city there
were not sufficient boats to accommodate
the traffic, and that experience must have
an influence in prejudicing people against
travelling to the Zoo in future. It is a
pleasure resort, but the experience is that
the people go across there in the morning
and they are unable to get back by the
boats at -night because of the overcrowd-
ing. I would like to see the Government
put on the service during the Christmas
season, an extra boat or two, say on Box-
ing flay and New Year's day. in order to
accommodate the holiday traffic. Ta at-
tempting economy I regret to say the Gov-
ernnment have removed the telephone.
'When Mr. Copley ownedi the system he
had a teleprhone so that anyone who de-
sired to make an inquiry regarding the
time table, parcels, or anything of that
sort could do so. The Government have
placed the telephone outside the office and
adopted the toll system, -with the result
that those who own a private telephone
cannot ring up. That to my mind is false
economy. In connection with all other
transport facilities there are telephones
available so that the public can ring up
to make inquiries, and it would be only
businesslike to reinstate the telephone as
it was uinder private management. That
is about all I hare to say. These are a
few complaints, and I thought this a
favourable opportunity to ventilate them.

Mr. MONGER (York) : When the
Premier introduced his Loan Bill the other
evening he made an arrangement, so I
understood at -the time, that in order to
Allow that Bill to have quick despatch
and pass practically undebated, an op-
portunity would be given to hon. members
to discuss the Loan Estimates fully. I
must congratulate the hon. member for
Canning (Mr. Lewis) on having Availed
himself of every possible opportunity for
discussing his little local requirements.
There are a few matters I would like to
discuss on these Loan Estimates. Before
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attemjptingr io do so. 1 want to congratu-
late the Premlier upon the result of one
of his big measures which he and his
party introduced with all that arrogance
and dictatorial method they have adopted
during the time they have been in power.
I congratulate them on the treatment
meted out to that Bill in another place. I
refer to the Land and Income Tax Bill.

The CHAIIRhAN: The hon. member
must not refer to that.

Mr. 'MONGER: I cannot get at it in
any other way. I hope that when the
Premier brings forward any similar legis-
lation in the future he will do it in a less
dictatorial manner.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not discuss another Bill.

Mr. MONGER: I think T, amt to a cer-
tain extent in order because the defea~t of
that Hill affects veryv materiallyv the Loan
Bill wye passed a few evenings ago by a
wave of the ]land, and through a mild
coinpromise wvith the deputy' leader of
the Opposition. During the time that
Ministers were touring the country they
said they were going to re-introduce cer-
tain legislation which had been abandoned
on a previous occasion, and -they said that
if the legislation was not carried they
would appeal to the country. I now ask
the Premier to carry out the threats of
his Ministers.

ilr. Dwver: You might never get back.
Mr MONGER : I have a better chance

than the hon. memiber. As to these Loan
Estimates. they, depend onl the carrying
out of certain legislation which was intro-
d ned-

The CHAIRfl[AN: The Land and In-
come Tax Bill has nothing whatever to
do with the Loan Estimates.

Mr. 'MONGER: There is a very vital
point-

The CHAIRMAN: I rule that there
is no vonnectioii between the Loan Esti-
mates and lie Land and Income Tax Bill.

Mr. MONGER: Well, may I make one
request, that the Premier will carry out
the pledges of Ministers who toured, the
country and promiised that if any portion

othir legitimate or illegitimate legisla-
lalion was rejected they would appeal to
the country. I think I am in order in
bringing forward this matter.

The Premier: That is a reflection on the
Chair.

'Mr. MONGER: I will make many re-
flections on the Premier, and I am sorry
the Minister for Works is not here. Be-
fore I touch oil my pet subject, let me
saY that I was reminded by the member
for Canning of a little matter in regard
to these Loan Estimates, and that 'vas in
connection with thie proposed erection of
implenment works in some portion of the
State. I heard the claims of Albany, Can-
niiy, and Bunbury, and I want to tell the
Premnier that if ever he desires to have
a Labour member returned for the con-
stituenc 'y I have the honour to represent
his only hope of doing so will be to erect
those works in my' electorate. I honestly
believe it is the best place in WVestern
Australia for those works to be placed,
but I also tell the Premier that the erec-
tion of the works there is the only chance
lie has of gaining that seat in the interests
of Ithe party lie so unably represents,
from a Liberal candidate, no matter who
lie may be.

The Premier: Your offer is very tempt-
i hut we cannot do without you.

Mr. MONGER : I intend now to refer
to tine Wickepin-3%lerredin railway.

The Premier: We wvill hear something
new-

Mr. MONGER: I know nothing will
satisfy the Premier. I want him to try
to bear in mind that one of the most
unpleasant transactions connected with his
adrmm ist ration is the attitude lie and his
party have adopted in regard to that
par-ticular line of railway. I would be
wanting in my duty if I did not congratu-
late him and I am sorry he is not in his
place. The Speaker in his ruling in re-
gard to thle Esperance-North'vards rail-
way-

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MONGER: Hut I am talking of the
Wiekepin-Merredin railway now. How
different was the Speaker's attitude when
1 moved in this House that the report of
a select committee of another place should
hie given diue consideration 1The Speaker
ruled that having been once discussed iii
this Chamber we could not again make
anv further reference to it. How different
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-was his. ruling in regard to the Esper-
ance-Northwards railway.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Will the
han. member be seated. I cannot allow
him 'to reflect upon the Speaker's ruling.
The two rulings ore entirely separate
,and distinct. One affected the samue ques-
tion and the other dealt with distinct and
separate questions.

Mr. Price: In justice to the Speaker
I think the undoubted reflection cast upon
bim by the hon. member should be with-
-drawn.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, I ask the hon.
member to withdraw.

Mr. MONGER: Mr. MocDowall-
The CHAIRMAUN: The bon. member

-vill not speak Until he apologises and
-withdraws.

M.Nr. MONGER: I withdraw and at the
earliest opportunity I will apologise to
the Speaker.

The CHAIRMIAN: I want an apology
for the languaga e YOU used in the House
just now.

Mr. MONGER: Very well, I -will give
an absolute apology. When I look through
the Loan Estimates I once again have to
express nay regret at the absence from the
Chamber of the Minister for Works, be-
-cau11se I wanted to congratulate him and I
intended to read a letter or two which
I have received in regard, to the Qnair-
ading-Nunajin line, but in his absence
I shall refrain from so doing. It appears
to me that on every occasion where it
is possible for him in his position of Min-
ister for Works to differ from any pro-
ject or proposition that bad received the
consent of a previous Administration, he
does so.

The Minister for -Mines: He could not
go very far wrong by dJoing just the op-
posite.

21ri. M1ONGER: The time is not ver y
far distant when the positions will be re-
ver-sed. but I should he sorry if a leginti-
mate contract was entered into and the
party which came into power did not
-carry out the contract.

The 'Minister for Mines: Do not look
so far ahead.

Mr, %T1\T-ER: The Mlinister is going
to erect public. batteries from~ one end of
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W estern Australia to the other, and he is
going to expend big aumts of money.
If the Minister's term expired to-morrow
I would he very sorrv to support his suc-
cessor if he did not carry out the legiti-
mate contracts which the Mfinister had en-
tered into. - I want to ask the 'Minister
for Lands and the Mlinister for Mines
whether they are going to reduce the
price of the lands charged to the people
who took up their holdings in close prox-
imity to a proposed railway and who now
find themselves 16 to 20 miles away. Are
they going to reduce the price or are
they going to hold the settlers to the con-
tract and repudiate the obligations of a
past Ministry?

The Premier: Are they on the land?
Mr. MO.NGER: Yes.
The Premier: No, they are not.
Mr. M2NONLGER: N~inety-five per cent.

of them are.
The Premier:- What about _McGibbon,

ho is not.
Mr. MONGER: Some of his friends,

those in partnership are.
The Premier: You are his champion.
Mr. 'MONGER: I am proud to have a

man like that-
The Premier: He is not a settler.
Mr. MONGE R: I am. proud to have

an opporitunity to champion his ease.
The Premier: He is not a settler.
Mfr. MOINGER: Then, what constitutes

a settler? Is the Minister for Lands or
the Minister for Works a settler? The
transactions between the Premier and the
Minister for Lands for their particular
holdings are revealed in the Ipapers laid on
the Table and] those papers will not stand
too close an inspection. As to the Minister
for WVorks, does hie reside on his holding.
Does the miember for Collie (Mr. A. A.
Wilson) reside on his hioldinge? The
member for Collie is never in his place
when 1 am speaking on this subject.

The Premier: I congratulate him on his
judgment.

Mr. MONGER: Has he ever resided for
one moment on his holding? Is not Mr.
MeGibbon as munch entitled to hold a
property ais the member for Collie or the
M1inister for Works or the Mfinister for
Lands?

4631



4632 [ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: They are not asking for a
reduction in the price of land.

Mr. MONGER : I am not asking for a
reduction for Mr. McGibbon and he does
not want any. I am asking for a reduc-
tion of t he Price where settlers in antici-
pation of being, in close proximlity to rail-
way communication agreed to pay 27s.
6d. to 30s. all acre.

The Premier: They agreed with the
member for Northam.

Mr. MfONGER: The member for Nor-
tham would say that if his lparty hadl re-
ma iled in power thle railway would have
been carried out in accordance with [lie
obligations o~f the Government. I ask the
Premier to go to any officer in the TLands
Department from the Surveyor General
down and ask whether the prices charged
for the linds contiguous to the proposed
railway, were not based on their conitig-
rity to the Proposed line. He will be
told, "yes, we base our values on one
mile, three miles, five miles and so on,"
and these p~eople who wvere charged 27s.
6d. an acre now Bund themselves, accord-
ing to the line of railway that has been
decided upon, 16 and in some cases 20
miles from the proposed route. It is
monstrous to think that thle people of this
country can have no confidence in the Gov-
ernment as they have repudiated the obli-
gations of those who Preceded them. I
think the Premier might give a reply to
these people to-night and say whether
the price of these lands wvill be reduced or
whether hie wvill bold the settlers to the
extreme letter hy ext racting from them the
biggest and mosi unfair obligation which
lie could extract from any new body of set-
tlers.

Mr. B3. J1. Stubbs: Has not the )linister
for Lands given you an answer to that
qunestion, already?

Mlr. MONGER : I ami not talking to the
member for Subiaco.

'The Minister for Mlines: You had a
select committee.

Mr. MONGER: When I hear the voice
of thle member for Suhiaco who was, I
wvas going to say the self-appointed leader
of the select committee from this Chamber
to inquire into the particular line I am
referrinig to-

The Premier: He was a colleague of
yours.

r.MONGER: A more barefaced and
unfair report was never tendered on the
evidence adduced.

Air. B3. J. Stubbs: If was based onl
thle evidence.

The Premier: You dlid not put in a
nnnority report.

,%r. .1MONGER: Our Standing Orders
did not permit me to do so.

The Premier: Ohl oh! read the Stand-
ing Orders; that is only a get out.

,%r. 'MONGER: 1)i( inot I enter my
protestV

The Premier: You are always doing-
(hilt we take no0 notice of it now.

Mr. MIONGER: Did not I have to write
to the Press and exp~lain?

Tile Premier: Did not \Mr. McGibbon
sign the letter?

Mfr. MONGER: What? T like these
dirty insulting remarks from the Premier.
Mr. McGibbon signi a letter for me or
wvrite a letter for me! No, I am able to
do all thre writing I want on my own with-
out assistance from tite Premier or any-
one else. I like the Premier's giggle and
to say the least of it is a most unbecoming
position for the Premier to take up to be
so offensive to anyone who is speaking to
the question.

The Premier: Then it is not offensive to
vonl.

Mr. Green: How about getting to thle
mrember for Collie in his absence?

The Minister for M1ines: Repeat. what
you said before.

Mfr. M1ONGRi: I sinmply said, and I
will say it again, with the greatest pleas-
ure in the presence of the lion. member-
I am glad to see the Minister for Works
also taking his seat in the Chamber again
-1 sa y Iri%2McGibbon and the geatleman
associated with him are as good-

Thle Premier: No, no, that was not it.
Mr. MONGER: Are better settlers in

the Kummiinin district than the Minister
for Works and the member for Collie.

The Miinister for Works: He lives in
St. George's terrace.

M3r. 'MONGER: Yes, and the member
for Collie, where does hie live? He does
not live onl his farm near Nllnajin. I
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shall repeat everything I said. I said
that I have regretted that on every occa-
sion I have mentioned the question of the
W"ickepin-Merredin railway unfortunately
my friend the member for Collie (Mr.
A. A. 'Wilson) was not in the Chamber-
to hear what I had to say. 1 will ask him
to explain the reason for the deviation
which was occasioned owing to the re-
marks lie made towards the end of 1010.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: Does not if explain
itself

1%1r. MONGER: I have placed an abso-
lutely different interpretation onl it from
that placed on it by the member for
SuIbiaco (Mr. B. J. Stuhbs).

Mr. A. A. Wilson: I suggested the line
should be straight.

Mr. MONGER: No other manl outside
the Minister for Works would have taken
upon himself the responsibility of ap-
pointing himself the sole arbiter in con-
ned ion with the route of that railway. No
other man would have had the effrontery,
considering the Minister held property
close to the proposed route. This is the
last occasion I believe during this session
that I shall speak of this particular mat-
ter-. I am sorry it has been my duty lo
bring it so frequently under the notice
of hon. members, and I do hope that In
the conrse of the future railway Bills in
this State there will never he a moure un-
savory transaction than thle one to which
I have so frequently referred.

This concluded the general debate on
the Loan Estimates; votes and items dis-
cussed as follow:-

Vote (Departmental) put and( passed.

[Mlr. Holman took the Chair.]

Vote -. Railwyjs and Tramways,
£2.024,105:

-Mr. S. STUBBS: There was no item
for the Waipin-Darkan railway project
which had been long- agitated for. The
Premier bad becen good enough to explain
that £C28,000 had appeared on previous
Estimates for this work . but that amount
would not he sufficient to carry out The
Waain-Bowelling line which the Minister
now proposed to build.

The PREMIER: These Estimates only
covered tbe expenditure proposed to be
undertaken before thle end of June, 1913.
The line the hon. member referred to
fromu Wagin to Bowelling could aot be
commenceed before June, 1913.

MUr. S. Stubbs: What about the
L28,000.

The Minister for Works: T[hat is re-
appropiriated,

Item', Additions and Improvemlents to
open Riliways, £275,000:

Mr. ALLEN : Was there provision
madle for an overhead bridge at Mel-

un e-road ?
The PREAiER: No. All overhead

bridges iii the metropolitan area had been
struck out for the present because there
was too urgent pressure for expenditure
outside the metropolis.

M21r GREEN: If the Transcontinental
rail-way was built who would provide the
overliead bridge at Maritana-street, KCal-
goorlie?

T he PR1E.I tElR : Thai question wvas not
decided, It would depend on whether the
Transcontinental railway ranl into the
[Calgoorlie station yard.

Xr. ALLEK: The matter of the Mel-
hourne-road bridge should not be shelved.
[t wvas a ve-ry urgent work, and had been
promised onl several occasions. ila ny
Oovernmet~s had recognised its urgency,
and it, was surprising- to learn that it was
to ha indefinitelyv shelved.

The PREIER: The decision was come
to that the work could stand over until
the lpermhanent imlirovemelits essential in
the Perth yard were made. When that
time arrived thle work could not he de-
lay eil. Sonic steps must he taken when
the Transcontinental railway eventualily
came into Perth, and tley could not be
very long delayed. In the meantime time
money wats required for building new
railways and developing the country.
Althbough the work was to be allowed to
stand over it would not he shelved in-
defiitely.

Item, Neweastle-Bolgart Railway, £100:
Hun. H-. B. IjEFROY: There was

nothing on the Estimates for the exten-
sion of the Neweastle-Bolgart railway.
Was it the intention of the Government
to proceed with the Bill?~

0
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Bill would he introduced, but the work
could not start before the 30th June,
1013.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: One could take
that assurance that the work was not to
lie abandoned?

Thei PREMLIER: The Government
would not introduce a Bill unless they
proposed to construct the railway. There
was a permanent survey made of this
work. The lion, member as an old Par-
liarnentarian should know that if it was
not possible to commence the work during
thle year .1912-13 it would be absurd to
place money for the work on these Esti-
mates. The provision appearing onl the
Loan Bill would earry on the work from
the end of this current financial year
until 'March, 1914.

Item, Rails and Fastenings, £E250,000:
Beol. J. MITCHELL: Did the Federal

Government intend to charge duty on the
rails wye would require for our section of
the trans-Australian railway as far as
Kalgoorlie?

The PRE2IIER: There would be no
demand onl tile Federal Government to
allow the rails for the section of the line
between Fremantle and Kalgoorlie to
enter the State free of customs duty, be-
cause if we made that claim the Common-
wealth onl the other band could make
claims against the State which would
mean ultimately that the State would
suffer a tremendous loss. At present wre
were not losing anything as between the
State and the Commonwealth by paying
duty onl these rails, because we had the
irreat benefit of the construction of the
Commonwealth section of the line and
the -profit to be derived by carrying the
Commonwealth goods over our system.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Marbonrs and Rivers, £155,400

-alreed to.
Vote-Water Supply and Sewveraqe,

£E480,700,
M.r. MeDONALD: Which of the bores

at Carnaprvon was referred to in the de-
(ails in the back of the Estimates? it
"'as to he ]loped tha t it was the i ntention
of the Minister to putl a bore down in
thie common.

'Vote puit andl passeri.

I o'clock, a.

Vote-Development of Goldfields andt
Mineral Resources, £70,000:

Mr. FOLEY: In the Loan Bill there,
was anl item of £125,000 for mines
development and when we read the details&
of the Loan Estimates this wvas found
to be reduced to £E70,000.

The Premier: It has not been reduced;
I have been explaining that all night.
This has nothing to do with the Loan
Bill which carries us to June, 1914. This
carried us to the 13th June, 1918.

Mr. FOLEY: It would have been better
if the item on the Loan Estimates had
been a shade bigger. So far as the dis-
trict lie represented was concerned it had
been treated better by the present Min-
ister for Mines than by any of his pre-
decessors, but when a man was studying
the Estimates lie not only looked at them
from the point of view of his own dis-
trict hut fromt the point of view of all.
Remembering what the gold industry had
done for Western Australia, if a larger
amount had been placed at the disposal
of the Minister to carry out the good
work he was engaged in it would have
been better. If assistance was wanted
at the present time for any mining pro-
perty the applicant wvould have to jo to,
the heads of the department and get their
opinion as to whether the proposition was
worthy of assistance. If the amount on
the Estimates had been larger, the Min-
ister, when travelling round the country
and seeing for himiself, might have been
able to act on his own initiative. When
the next Estimates came down it was
to be hoped the amount would be raised
and that a s -ystem similar to that pre-
viling in Victoria, the prospecting vote
system, would he adopted here.

Mr. GREEN : There was n6 fault to
find with the present Nlinister who had
filled his position in a more practical
manner than any of his predecessors, but
it should be pointed out that the present
was a reflex of "halit hald not been done
in regard to the industry. Out of a total
expenditure of £3809476. only E70.000
was provided for- the development of min-
11ng. That ought to afford us food for re-
fleetion, tihat thle pa1 iev of tile ftu re
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ought to be one in which the heads of the
departments should get together and pro-
pound some scheme for improving the
condition of the industry. Just what
method Should he pursued wvas a pro-
blein which had exercised many hours
of thought on the part of the Minister
but when wve recognised that uinder such
votes as railways and tramways, and
lharbours and rivers,' and water supply,
such liberal sums were provided, the
amuount set forth against the develop-
ment of mining was quite infinitesmial.
In order to place the industry on a soun-
der basis, a couple of hundred thous-
and pounds at least should have been
spenit on it.

Mr. A. A. Wilson :Would you spend it
all on gold miingm

Mr. GREEN: No. Possibly sonic
would he spent on coal, which the hon.
member was so interested in. The only
problem to solve besides that of expendi-
ture was just in what direction the best
brains of the State Should he get to work
to try and prolong the industry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
remarks of the member for K~algroorlie
and Leonora had been oiffered. in a friendly
way hiut the vecry fact that the hon.
members had been quite unable to offer
the slighftest Suggestion as to the Course
that should be pursued with regard to
assisting the development of the mining
industry1 just indicated his own diffi-.
eulty. That was one of the problems the
Government were faced with. Every
one was expressing the opinion that some-
thing oughit to be done to revive the in-
dustry and stop the decline in the yield,
but it was quite another thing to devise
wvavs anld means. If the value of the ore
was decreasing and the quantity of gold
left in the ground was diminishing, no
expenditure on earth would meet a ease
of that kind.

Mr. S. Stubbs :There is plenty still
that has not been discovered.

The Mfl"TSTER FOR MINES: That
Was SO. The amiount on the Estimates
was a fairly lairge sum. Last year
£C46.000 was e-xpended, and this year the
Govern meut were asking for £70,000 on
flant af-rount. anti the amount did not

include any expenditure for water sup-
plies, which appeared in the Loan Esti-
mates under the preceding item. Hon.
members would see what a much larger
sumn there was provided this year than
in the previous year. The item "erec-
tion of State Batteries'' was largely in-
creased. It was by far the largest sum
expended in this direction for the past
seven years, and after all there was no
better moans of assisting the industry
than by providing crushing facilities. The
two main requirements in any district
were water supply and crushing facilities.
There was no part of the State, no mat-
ter how small the camp, where the G-ov-
erment were not providing these re-
quirements. In addition to that, no re-
quest had been refused for assistance
by way of develepopmcnt of any pro-
perty where there was the slightest pros-
pect of success. He -was providing two-
thirds of the total cost of boring in dif-
ferent districts, which be expected would
reach a sum. of £10,000 during the next
six months. Unafortunately assistance
rendered for the development of mining
by way of loans and advances had not
turned out to be very successful in the
past. The itema "Agricultitral develop-
went " could not be fairly compared with

.that of mining, because harhour improve-
meats and agricultural development gen-
erally was almost entirely works of a re-
productive nature, which would return
interest on the money, and which were
therefore a good investment from the
State point of view. The item "Develop-
ment of miningy" iras of a different na-
ture so far as direct results were con-
cerned, inasmuch as very little of it was
ever returned. Probably not two per
cent. of the loans advanced had ever
been repaid. However, he realised the
need for being generous in this respect-
His diffllcidty was, not in reg2ard to these
Loan Estimates, but in regard to the Re-
venue 'Estimates, in respect to the mak-
ing of some redaiction in the cost of
crushing. What the prospectors most
required wvas further consideration in the
way of reduced charges at State bat-
teries. He hoped that by' the end of this
financial year hie would he ahle to do
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something in that direction, and he be-
lieved it would give more general satis-
faction than any sums of money he
might place on the Estimates.

Mir. FOLEY : When speaking pre-
viously lie had touched on the develop-
ment of mining so far as the erection of
State batteries and the provision of treat-
ment plants was concerned. When this
item and that of development of milling
were bunched together they totalled
£E72,000; but we found an amount of
£34,000 for the erection of batteries and
plants. As the Minister had said, this
was the key to the situation in respect
to the assisting of prospectors. InI con-
junction with the policy being carried
out the State batteries could be made
institutions for the direct assistance of
prospecting. For instance, the experi-
ment could be tried in one or two dis-
tricts of materially reducing the charges
imposed at the batteries, even to a little
below cost. This would be wiser than
giving the prospectors money with which
to develop their mines, and if it were
found thant the department could not
stand the strain of the reduced cost in a
particular district, the Minister could
remove the experiment to some other dis-
trict. If this enterprise led to the open-
ing up of but one good mine the country
would he wvell recompensed. It was grati-
fying to hear that the Minister intended
to reduce the cost of treatment at State
batteries. Some of these batteries were
not paying at the present time, and lie
was glad to know that the Minister wvas
regarding it from a practical point of
viewv. Indirectly. the State wvould reap
the benefit.

Vote put and passed.
Vote - Developmn t of Agriculture.

£658,600:
Item, Implement Works. £6,000:
Ron. J. \lTTCHELlI: What had been

(lone in regard to the establishment of
thiese works? Where (lid the Minister
propose that they should be establishied?

The Premier: We have not yet decided.
The NMINISTER FOR LANDS: A re-

port4 has been submitted by the engineer.
who w%-as now in the East, in connection
with the establishment of these imple-

inejit works. So far, owing to the press
of business, Cabinet had had no oppor-
timity' of dealing with the matter, nor
was there likely to he an opportunity
until some of the arrears of work hadl
been overcome. In respect to the establish-
ment of these works, the money was here,
and it was intended that as soon as the
site was finally chosen the erection of
the works would -be pushed on.

.r. '111OMIAS: W"hat was the difficulty
about the selection of the site? Prom
inquiries made it seemed that the selection
is to depend upon the individual ap-

pointed to manage the works.
The Premier: Not necessarily.
Mr. THO2I1AS: The Minister for

Lands had said there was a report in his
possession dealing with the matter. If
so, why' this continual delay? If the
manager of the implement works was to
decide the matter and his report was in
hand, why was the site not selected?

The Premier: Cabinet will decide it at
the first opportunity.

Mr. THOM1AS: TMost certainly the
question should be settled without delay.

31r. LEWIS: It would be interesting
to know if any definite site had been re-
commended.

The AITNISTER FOR LANDS: A re-
port, of which the question of site was
only) one item, had been submitted, but
11o opportunity had offered during the
past six months of even catching tip er-
rors in connection with Cabinet work. It
wvas imlpossib~le even to carry out the ur-
gent work of Ihe departments, and when
Parliament proroguied there was a very
1)1,) time before Mfinisters to catch tip
arrears requiring consideration. At the
first opportunity a site would be decided
by Cabinet.

Mr. SWAN: In considering the ques-
lion of site, attention should be given to
the lands in his electorate occupied by
Chinese gardeners. The positions of
these gardens wvould compare favourably
with any' of the other available localities.

lIon. J. 'MITCHELL: Too strong a
protest could not be entered against the
delay. An enzineer had been here about
four months and had nowv gone East.
Wxhy this secrecY ? We should know what
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was the intention of the Minister in regard
to the establishment of these works.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Roads and Bridges, Public Build-

in gs, etcetera, £98,538-agreed to.
V7ote- Oiler undertakings9, £194,197:
'Iem, Steamships, £2,9,703:
Hon. J. MI11TCHELL: What was this

amuount required for? Was it the Pre-
nuier's intention to buy other steamers?

The PREMIER: That was not the
Government's intention; they had( made
no pirovision for such a purchase either
in these Estimuates or in the schedule of
the Loan Bill. The manager of State
steamslips had urged the Government to
get another steamier, if not hy purchase
at atiy rate on charter, because there was
suticicut trade offering to fully engnige
another steamer. That was now under
consideration. The £29,000 would be re-
quired to pay accounts that had come to
hand from London in connection with
alterations to and stocking of the State
steamers before they left England. This
would complete the capital required for
the purchase of the steamrers and their
equipment. Probably a lot of this anone 'v
would hbe found not to 'be a capital c~harge
and could he transferred to revenue ac-
count, but the particulars received f rom
London did not make that clear.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Parliament had
not been consulted in regard to this
steamship venture. People suddenly'
woke uip one day to find that magnificent
steamers had -been puirchased for a song.
He had not much faith in this business.

The Minister for Lands: It is turning
out well,

lBon. 3. MIHTCHELL: The State steam-
ers were like the State butchers' shops;
the latter were turning out well because
the Government had cattle which they
charged tip at a cheap rate.

The CHAIRMNAN: The hon. member
had an opportunity of dealing with that
matter on the Revenue Estimates.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Of course it was
possible for the State steamers to book
business at less than the ordinary freight
and consequently -they -would get work.

Mfr. Thomas: Why not, if it pays
them?7

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It would he
seen later on whether the enterprise paid.
Here was an unexpected charge of £29,-
000 in connection with the purchase of
steamers, and that was a big itein which
ough-lt to have been anticipated when the
boats were bought. He hoped the Pre-
mnier would not increase the State fleet
without consulting Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: As a share-
holder you will be wvell satisfied with your
dividend.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I will sell mly share
for a farthing.

\Vote put and passed.
lResolutions reported, and the report

adop ted.

SUPPLE) IENTARY ESTIATES,
1.912-1 3.

Maessage from the Governor received
and read transmitting the Supplementary
Estimates for the year ending 30th June,
1913, and recommending appropriation
accordingly.

In) Committee of Supply.
Hr. Holman in the Chair.
Vole-Colonial Treasurer, £8.,335:
The PREWEER AND TRE~ASURER

(Hon. J. Scaddan) : The total amount
amount of the supplementary ex-
penditure provided on these Estimates is
£C8,612, whilst we also show an addi-
tional revenue of £7,250. *The reason
wh y it was found necessary to introduce
supplementary Estimates; was in order to
give uts authority to operate the tramways
from the 28th May to the end of the
financial year, and -also to make provision
for the carrying- on of the Observatory
tint it the end oif the financial year in lieu
of the end of December as was provided
for in the regular Estimates. There are a
few other items provided such as a, compas-
sionate allowance to William Cant. who
is an old explorer and is obtaining an old
age pension from the Commonwealth.
We have arranged with the Common-
wealth for himt to retain that pension
whilst being permitted to receive this
amount from the State. It does not make
a very handsome allowance. but with the
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pension he will receive from the Common-
weakth it will help him. If we %yere to
give him anything greater he would lose
hig Commonwealth allowance, hut by this
arrangement be is permitted to retain it.
Hon. members will see that the estimated
amount required for the management,
maintenance and working of the Perth
electric trarmways including salaries,
wages and material and all other expen-
diture incidental thereto from the 28th
.May is £4,000 whilst the estimated re-
ceipts are £7,250. I may say we are not
making provision in this for interest and
sink~ing fund charges on the capital ex-
p)enditure. That provision is made under
special acts so that the difference between
the two figures is really the profit over
and above working expenses. lion, mem-
bers will also notice that we are making
provision for a vote of £60 to the Phar-
macentical Council. It did not come
under my notice that this had been
omitted from the regular Estimates until
they had been passed, and then I insisted
that it should be provided on the Sup-
plemnentary Estimates. There are also
provided a small amount in connection
with the defalcations of the late clerk of
the tender board, and an amount of
£3,250 for the purchase of "The Rocks"
at Albany as a summer residence for His
Excellency the Governor in lieu of Roti-
nest, the vice-regal establishment at which
will be closed.

Mr. Thomas7: Did you make an inspec-
tion of Baunbury?

The- PREIUER: I had Bunburv in
mind and I bad a great deal of trouble
to decide between Buiibury and Albany.

Mfr Green :What about Espernnce?
Tie PREMIER: No doubt Esperauce

will be the site for f le Gohvernor in future
years when thle port has railway corn-
niunication, but when that will be I can-
not say. As I have already remarked,
the total amount of the Supplementary
Estimates is £8,012, whilst we estimate
an additional revenue of £7,250 due to the
operations of thle tramways.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-AMinister for Mines, £150:
Hon. J. MITCHIEL This amount of

£150 represented a rewvard to A. D. Wes-

ton for the discovery of payable gold at
"Westorr's" on the Yiigarn Goldfilds.
Would the Minister for Mines give some
explanation of the item?

The MINIFSTER FOR MINES: The
provision of this amount followed a prac-
tice which had been adopted ever since
the Mines Departmient bad been in exist-
ence of malcig a grant for the discovery
of new goldfields. Sometime after the
discovery of the Bullfinch fields Weston
had discovered this new field some thirty
miles wvest of Southern Cross. It was a
prosperous little field with a battery and
about 70 or SO men employed.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is next door to
Southern Cross.

The MINSTER FOR MINES: It
was beyond the prescribed limit of 25
miles. The amount was a small one, tak-
ing all the circumstances into considera-
tion, and when the direct and indirect
benefit which the State received from the
discovery of a new goldfield was borne in
mind.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-Minister for Railways, £4,000:
Mr. GREEN: The Government should

be congraulated on showing the first
fruits of the nationalisation of the Perth
tramways' The management expenses
from the 28th May to the 30th June, 1913,
were estimated at £4,000 and the revenue
at £7,250, a gross proft of £3,250.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Wait till you get
it.

Vote put and passed.
Vote -Colonial Secretary, £1,127 -

agreed to.
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.

Committee o 'f Ways aiul Means.
The House ha%-ing resolved into Coin-

mite of Ways and Means,
The PREMIER (Hon. j. Scaddan)

moved-
That towards making good the fur-

ther su1ply granted to His Majesty for
the service of the year ending 30th
June, 19M8, an additional sum of £C8,612
be grunted from the Consolidated Rev-
ernue Fund of Western AIustralia.
Question Jpnt and passed.
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Resolution reported, and the report
adopted.

BILL-APPROPRIATION.
All Stages.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation in
connection with the Bill.

In accordance with resolutions of Com-
mittees of Supply and Ways and Means
leave obtained to introduce the Appro-
prialion Bill which was rend a first time.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan) in

mloving the seeondl reading said: I only
require to state that this isteusaFp
propriation for the purpose of apro-
priating the wxhole of the funds granted
by Parliament for the supply during this
financial y ear. Attached to this, as has
been usual except when neglected alto-
gether, is provision appropriating the ex-
penditure from the vote "Advance to
Treasurer" for the financial year 1911-12.
The amounts are set out and members will
potice t hat the only alteration on this oc-
casion compared with previous years is
that we have a definite schedule dealing
with advance to Treasurer and the leader
of the Opposition will discover that this
is in accordance with the opinion ex-
pressed by him when previously discussing
the question. Schedule E reads-

Advance to Treasurer-To be issued,
if and when required, from the Public
Account, to enable the Treasurer to
make advances to public officers, or on
account of other Governments, etc., or
to pay expenses of an unforeseen nature
in connection with Services or Works,
which, if foreseen, would have been
charged against the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund or General Loan Fund; the
disbursements tinder this appropriation
pertaining to the said Funds respect-
ively to be transferred monthly to the
respective Votes and Services, and to
be shown as excesses thereon or as new
items; and such expenditure to be sub-
sequently submitted to Parliament for
specific appropriation.. The whole
.amount to be adjusted not later than
30th June, 1914.

fUnder that provision in future when any
Amount is expended which is an appro-
priation on the Public Account-it has
not previously been correctly provided-
any moneys drawn tinder that from the
Public Account will he debited to the
item nmonth]lv whether it be revenue or
loan, and must then be shown in the
monthly statement.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Why do you
need the reference to adjustment not later
than the 30th Juneq

The PREMIER: It is not possible
always to charge it before the close of the
yen,. Some alwvays has to he carried over.

Hr. Frank Wilson: You are charging
it monthly.

The PREMIER: Yes. where it can be
so charged. The object of the last para-
graph is that in some cases such as ad-
vances on account of other Governments
and in directions such as that it is not
always possible to adjust them before tbe
close of the financial year, but they must
he adjusted before the close of the follow-
ing year and appropriated by Parliament
during the following session. So far as it
is po0ssible to adjust them during each
month it is to be done, either under Loan
Fund or Revenue Fund, and the account
is to be debited regularly, . It is not a
matter of carrying it forward but they
have to adjust it monthly, and eventually
it will be shown in the balance sheet.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

5 o'clock, am.

BILL-RIGHTS IN WATER
IRRIGATION.

AND

Council's requested Amendments.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with a schedule of 22 requested
amendments which were now considered.
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In Committee.
Mr.McDowell in the Chair: the "Min-

ister for Works in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 2: Definition. of "lake,

lagoon, swamap or marsh"-Strike out
"ior" iii line 2 and insert %-nd":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS. This
Bill, being a money Bill, had received
consideration in another place which had
sugge-sted certa in amendments. Some of
these could be made hut not the most im-
portant. He had desired a conference
withI another place so (bat understandings
might lbe arrived ai by managers from
both Chambers, but On inquiry he found
it was not permissible at this stage, as
the Assembly must first consider the Coun-
cil's amendments. If the Council insisted
on their requtests being made, a conference
niight be arranged. He moved-

'That the amendmient be made.
Question passed, the Council's amend-

ment made.
No. 2. Clause 2: Definition of "lake,

lagoon, swamp or marsh"-After "inter-
inittentlv"l inisert the words "in a natural
channel":

No. 3, Clause 2-Strike out the defini-
tion of -'swamnp lands":

No. 4. Clause 4. Subelanse 1, line :3-

Strike out the words "arte-sian well":
Nos. .5 and 6. Clause 4, Subclauses; 1

and 2-Insert after "owner" the words
"for occupier":

On montions by the MIfNISTE R FOR
WORKS, the Council's amendments,
made.

INo. 7, Clause 5. Subelause 3-Strike
o11t:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-

That. the amendment be not mzade.

Question passed. the Council's amend-
ment not made.

No. S. Clause 9-Add the following
proviso: -"Provided that nothing in this
section shall pirejudice the right of the
owner of any damn existing prior to the
passing of this Act to the continued use,
of such, damn":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:I
mnust move-

That the amaendment be not ,aade.

Hon. J. Mritchell: Yoii will want a
mnan's house next.

Q uestion passed, the Council's amend-
ment not made.

No. 9. Clause 14. line 11-Strike out
"three" and insert "lfie" :

No. 10. Clause 14-Strike out "and
used in connection with a dwelling'"

On motions by the MIYNISTER FOR
WVORKS, the Concil's amendments not
made.

No. 11, Clause 15, line 6.-Strike out
"from a date not less than two years":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-

That the amendment be not made.
Question passed, the Council's amend-

ment not wade.
No. 12, Clause 15.-Line 10, Strike out

"three" and insert "five''
The MINISTER FOR 'WORKS

moved-
That the amendment be not mnade.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment not Made.

Hon. J. IVLITCHE EL: The report be-
Core members aid not appear to contain
these amendments. It was not possible to
deal with them intelligently when -the
amendments were not before the Commit-
tee.

No. 13, Clause 15.-Linies 11. and 12,
Strike out "and used in connection with
a dwelling":

The IMINISTER. FOR WORKS
move]-

That the amendmnent be not made.

Question passed, the Couincil's amend-
ment not muade.

No. 14 . Clause 17.-Line 21, strike out
"'two" and insert "three":

The 1.1INS'lTE R FOR WORKS
moved-

That the amendment be -not made.

Question passed. the Council's amend-
ment not made.

No. 15, Clause 17.-Line 23, strike out
"three" and insert "fie"l

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-

That the amendiaent be nmot made.

Question passed, the Council's amnend-
nient not made.
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No. 16, Clause 17.-Lines 24 and 25,
strike out "and used in connection with
a dwelling":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-

[Tha~t the amendment be not made.
Question passed, the Council's amend-

ment not made.
No. .17, Clause 25.-Strike out this

clause:
The MINISTER FOR WORKS

moved-
That the amendment be mnade.

Question passed, the Council's amend-
ment made.

No. 18, Clause 27--Strike out this
clause and insert a new clause:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-

That the amendment be not made.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: We might try

and accept this clause, which was pro-
posed by another place. The Mlinister
for Works was too fond of power. He
should consider the amendments made by
another place and -treat this suggestion in
,a reasonable fashion. It would he futile
to have a conference if the Minister sent
the amendments back without considering
them. The Minister's idea was that he
should be in control of every stream
throughout the State. The idea of the
Legislative Council wvas that the Minister
should have control where irrigation could
be practised and where people wanted it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
would be superfluous to add the words
proposed by the Legislative Council.
While the Bill did state that the work
should be done practically at the discre-
tion of the Minister, the Minister would
act only on the advice of his advisers.
The object of the appointment of three
commissioners was that the Minister
should have the advice of these commnis-
sioners, who would be experts. Conse-
quently, it would be no use putting into
the Bill that which was implied.

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: The idea was to
limit the operation of the measure to
those who applied to be brought uinder
the irrigation system. The Minister should
take a little more notice of the Upper
House proposals and allow the commits-

sioners to determine where irrigation
couldl be practised.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The Bill implied that the Minister would
act on the advice of his expert officers.
It was no use putting into the Bill that
which "-as already implied. It was dis-
tincily understood that the Minister acted
on the advice of those who understood the
matter. The object of the amendment
was that the Minister should only act
on the representations of the land owners.
That would mean that the Bill would be
no good because we would be leaving the
irrigation to individual effort. We desired
the power for the Government to do it.
If we were going to wait till the people
,asked ius to do it, it would not be done at
all.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It simply lpro-
vided that where the Minister sought to
apply it to a district the 'Minister could
declare a district. Of course he could not
do it against the will of the people. If
the Minister persisted in refusing to have
nyr amendment he was likely to lose the

Bill.
Question put and passed, the amend-

mient not made.
On motions by Ihe Minister for Works

amendmnents Nos. 19 and 20 not made.
No. 21.-Insert a new clause to stand

as Clause 4 as follows :-"Nothing in this
part of the Act shall have application ex-
cept in irrigation districts proclaimed
uinder Part TV"

The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved-

That the amendment be not made.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was to be
hoped that the amendment would be made.
Why should the Mitnister want the Bill
to apply in other than irrigation dis-
tricts 7

The IfNISTER FOR WORKS: The
position taken up by another place was
that the Bill should apply only to irriga-
tion districts. Then in another amtend-
mient the members of another place had
proposed that these districts should only
be proclaimed on a representation of two-
thirds of the land owners. There was no
objection to applying it to irrigation dis-
tits, but the position would be this:
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Under common law we had certain rights
to water, and so if we agreed to the
amendment we would be overriding the
common law rights.

Hon. J. M1itchell: That is not so. This
merely provides that the Act shall apply
to irrigation districts only.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No,
it was dealing with riparian rights. He
could not possibly agree to the amend-
ment. Apart from thle position as to tile
common law rights, wre had already dis-
agreed with the amendment as to Part IV.

Q uesliol passed . am~endment not made,
On motion by the M1INISTER FOR

WORKS, amendment No. 22 made.
Bill reported with amendments, the

report adoptled, and a Message accordingly
returned to tlie Legwislative Council.

BILL -ELECTORAL ACT AM--END-
IIENT.

Bill returned from the Legislative
Council with an amendmlent which was
new considered.

In Committee.

Oin motion by the PREMIER the
Council's amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a Mlessage accordingly returned to
the Legislative Council.

BILL -WATER SUPPLY, SEWER-
AGE AND DRAINAGE.

Council's Amendment.
Bill returned from the Legislative

Council with an amendment which was
now considered.

In Committee.

'Mr. MeDowall in the Chair, the Minis-
ter for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1.-Add a new clause to stand as
Clause 21 as follows, "This Act shall
4continue in force only until the 30th day
of November, 1913":

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
object of the amendment was to limit the
operation of the Bill dealing with the
amalgamation of water supplies to Nov-
ember of next year. It was difficult to

understand why the amendment was
made. If the Bill was right and the
amalgamation of the water supplies was
right, the measure should continue for
all time. Both Houses had passed the
Bill and he looked upon the amendment
as an absurdity; the amalgamation was
in force and would be continued because
it was in the best interests of the State,
and We would disorganise everything if
we attempted to make any alteration in
November, 1913. Whilst hie regarded the
amuendlment as unnecessary and absurd
hie did not desire to argue (lie point at
this srtaze. He therefore mioved-

T'hat the umendment be made.
Hon. FRANK W]LSON: The 'Miuis-

ter should not characterise the action of
another place as absurd.

The Minister for Works: Ridiculous?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: No.
The Minister for Works: Foolish?
Ron. FRANK WILSON: No; if the

action was foolish, then the Minister
was equally foolish in accepting it. He
dlid not know the reasons of another place
for mraking the amendment, hut he could
surinise that members of the Council had
tiot liiid time to considler the measure, hut
did lnot want to hamper the Mlinister be-
cause lie had taken the unheard of course
of amalgamating his departments without
tret getting his Bill through. Therefore,
the Council had passed the Bill, hut had
added a proviso which -would require it
to be brought up for consideration again
next year. He rather welcomed that
limitation in order that the citizens of
Perth might see what the operation meant
with regard to the metropolitan water
suipply and sewerage. All the revenue
from the Metropolitan Water Supply and
Sewerage Department had been raked
into general revenue, and he maintained
that was a wrong procedure and would
do injury to the citizens. Some of the
other water supplies were to he fathered
by the people in the districts to be sup-
plied and others were to be adopted by
the department. The whole department
was in a state of chaos and no informat-
tion could he obtained as to what was
being done. He did not wonder at the
doubt implied by the limitation.
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Question put and passed, the Council's
amendment made.

liesoluition reported, the report adopt-
ec!. and a Mlessage accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILL-STATE HOTELS (No. 2).
Council's Requested Amendments.

Bill returned froma the Legislative
Council with three requested amendments
-hich were now considered.

In Commerittee.

Mr. MeDowall in the Chair, the Pe-
ier in chai-ge of the Bill.

No. V1-Clause 2, paragraph (h), sub-
jpraftgfiJal 1. Strike out "and at R1ottuest

,fhe PREIIIER moved-
TIhal the amendmient be not made,

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Arc you
gcing to lose your Bill?

The PREM1-IER: Yes.
Question put and passed; the Council's

,ninndment riot made.
Amendments Nos. 2 and 3 (cunsequen-

trial) not made.
.Resolutions reported, tihe report adopt-

ed: and a i1lIessage accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILLS (3)-REP1TURNERD FROM THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

1, Government Tramways.
2, Roads Closure.
3, Perth Streets Dedication.
Without amendment.

6 o'clock, a.m.

BILL-GOVERNMENT TRADING
CONCERNS.

In Committee.
31r. Hlolman in the Chair, the Premier

in charge of the Bill.
Clause i-agreed to.
Clause 2-Application of Act:
Hon. FRANt WILSON: It had been

sugested to the Premier that the clause
should refer only to concerns approved[ by
Parliament instead of the concerns as the
Governor might, by order in Council, de-
claxe to be under and subject to the mea-

sure. TIhe Premier had agreed to strike
out those 1portions empowering him to
grant debentures1 so that he would have
to come to Parliament to get an appro-
p~riationi for any trading concern he wished
to establish. He (Mr. Wilson) consented
to that arangernent because the Premier
could not very well declare an industry
to he broughtt under thie measure and es-
tablished without money being appropri-
ated for the purpose. The objection to
the Hilt as it stood was that the Govern-
Mient might at lily time, without consult-
ing Parlinament, declare a trading concern
under the measure and then issue deben-
tures to prpvide the capital, and proceed
without ever having brought the coucern
undier tie not ice of Parliament. At the
beg-inning- of Ilie year there wvere examples
of that in regard to the steamships, saw-
mills, brick--making, and in other direc-
tions. which were highly improper. It
wvas the undoubted Tigtht of Parliament on
even' occasion to be consulted on new
projects of this nature, especially when it
was something not within the scope of the
Administration previously. There was all1
the more reason that Parliament should
be consulted when the Government had a
strong majority, in order that the minority
night hanve au opportunity, by way of de-
bate, of plainiig their views before the
country, and explaining their objections
or otherwise to the course to he pursuied.
W ith the amendments to which the Pre-
mier had consented the Bill could not do
very miuch harm this financial year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It was pleasing
to know thai the 'Bill couild riot do very
much hiarm. Hle was not sure that it
would do very much good. As regarded
the bookkeeping he was not quite so satis-
fied. However, the leader of the Opposi-
tion was content to trnst the Premier.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 3--Funds:
The PREMIER moved an amend-

ment-

That the words "be raised by the is-
sue of debentures as hereinafter pro-
vided, or such oilher moneys as may" be
struck out.

Amendment passed; the Clause as
amended agreed to.
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Clause 4-Issue of debentures:
Clause put and negatived.
Clause 5-Interest and sinking fund:
The PREMIER moved an amend-

ment-
That Subelause I1 be struck out.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended ag-red to.

Clause 6-Where payable:
Clause put and negatived.
Clause 7-Funds raised to be paid into

Treasury:
The PREA2IER moved an amend-

ment-
That the words in line 1, Subelause 1,

"raised by the issue of debentures" be
struck out and the wo rds 4appropriaited
by Parliament" iniserted in lieu.
Amendment passed.
The PREMIER moved a further

amendment-
That all the weords after "direct" in

line 4 to "account" in line 7 be struck
out.
Amendment .passed; the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clauses 8 to 14-agrTeed to.
Clause 15-Depreciation:
Nfr. WISDOM moved anl amendment-

That in line I the wrord "mayq" be
struck out and the woord "shall" be in-
serted in lieu.
The PREMIER: There was no obj ec-

tion to the amendment although some-
times a concern did not depreciate.

Amndment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 16-Charges for use of pro-
perty and services:

Mr. WISDOM mov ed an amendment-
That the void "may" in line 1 be

struck out and the word "such" inserted
in lieu.
Amendment passed; the clause as

amended a-red to.
Clauses 17 to 1.9-ag-reed to.
Clause 20-Accounts to be balanced:
Mr. WISDOMI: The words "or such

other date as the Governor may pre-
scriibe" should be deleted. It should be
easy enough to close the accounts on the
30th Junie.

The PREMIER: If it was convenient
to close the accounts on the 30th June the

Government department would do so, but
the proviso was necessary in the event of
anything occurring which rendered that
impossible. The 30th June was included
as a direction.

Mr. Wisdom: Did you balance them
on the 30th June this yeari

The PREMIUER: They were not oper-
ating. The question arose whether the
provision in the Audit Act that we should
carry on until the 11th July might not
operate, because the Bill definitely directed
that the year should close on the 30th
Julie.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Let it go.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 21. to 23--agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amnidmients, and the

report adopted.

BILL - HOTHTAIN-CROSSMIAN RAIL-
WAY EXTENSION.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL-WYKATCHEM-AMOUNT
AURSHA TI RAILWAY.

Rerommittal.

On motion by the Minister for Works
Bill . recommitted for amendment to the
schedule.

[Mfr. Holmnan in the Chair.]
Schedule:
The i\ITNiS'l'R FOR WORKS moved

an amendment-
That in line seven the word 'near" be

struck ouft with a view to inserting
"iihin, five miles of" in lien.

This amendment would enable the Gov-
erment to carry out the prms given
when Ihe Bill was in Committee. The
question was whether the terminus of this
railway should be as proposed on the map
or within five miles of that point.

Amendment (to strike out "necar"~) put
and passed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If we allowed
the Minister to place the terminus any-
where within five miles of Reserve 14503
it wold( give a range of 13 miles, taking
into consideration the extent of the re-
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serve itself, We should restrict the Min-
ister as much as possible and fix the point
-within three miles of the sooth-west corner
of the reserve. That would make the ter-
minal point more definite.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
question was subnmitted to the engineers
and to the Parliamentary Draftsman in
regard to the wish of th~e Chamber that
the line should be brought further south,'
and this was the amendment that was sub-
mnitted to get over the difficulty. Members
considered that the line as shown on the
plan was too far north from the Dowerin-
Merredin line, and the amendment would
give the Minister in charge the oppor-
tunity to conisider the repres~entations
made in this respect, that the line should
go farther south. He moved-

That the words "within five miles" be
inserted in lieu.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: If we allowed

this amendment to be p assed the line
could he taken to the north and s-till be
within the provisions of the schedule. No
-doubt it wouild be taken to the south, but
it was object ionable to agree to something
-we really did not wvant.

The Minister for W'orks: Then the
Bill will go to next session.

Hon. J. MITCHELL:. The Mlinister
should take power to go to the south only.
He moved an amendment on the amend-
-ment-

That the word "south" be insertedi
after "'miles."
Mr. B. J. STUJBBS: It would be well

ton fix the word "south" in the schedule.
Without this the wording would be too
ambiguous.

Mr. GREEN : It was understood that
the Minister was going to consider the
-advisability of the line going south for
the reasons stated by the member for
Northamn to bring it nearer the existing
line.

The 'Minister for Works: I will agree
to the amendment.

Amendment (Hon. J. Mitchell's) on
-amendment put and passed; the amend-
ment as amended agreed to.

Schedule as amended put and passed.
Bill reported with an amendment,

and the report adopted.

BILL-FRELfANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST ACT AMENDMENT.

Order Discharged.
Order of the Day read for consideration

in Coniuraittee of the Legislative Coun-
cil's amendments.

Eon. WV. C. ANOWINV (Honorary
Minister) moved-

That the Order of the Day be dis-
charged.
Question passed, the Order discharged.

BILL-LOCAL OPTION.

Order Discharged.
Order of the Day read f or the consider-

ation of Committee's report.
The PREIMIER (Ron. 3. Seaddan):

I desire to explain that we would be in
a worse position if this Bill passed in
its present form as it would prevent any
local option poii being taken as to
whether there should be an increase
or continuance of existing licenses until
1921. No one desires that to obtain.
As it will not make 9A improvement
in the existing laws, I move--

That the Order of the Day be die-
charged-
Question passed, the Order discharged.

BILL-GAME (No. 2.)

.In Committee.
Resumed from the 6th December;
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
Clause 10--License to sell Game:
Mr. McDONALD: It was his in-

tention to move an amendment to this
clause, and he had the consent of the
lion. gentlemeon who introduced the Bill
in another place.

The Premier: I cannot agree to it.
Mr. McDONALD: We could vote

against the clause and throw it out.
He was bonnd hy the people he re-
presented not to allow a clause like this
to go through without making some
pretest.

The Premnier: You will kill the Bill.
Mr. McDONALD : Whatever might

be the fate of the Bill he would be com-
pelled to move that' provision be made
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in accordance with the terms of the
second schedule that the law referring
to marsupials should be struck out for
all portions of the State north of the 27th
degree of latitude. That would not
interfere with the intention of the Bill
so far ms the preservation of marsupials
was concerned.

The Premier: I will give you an
opportunity at the beginning of next
session to adjust the matter if you like.

Mr. McDONALD: On that under-
standing he would riot press the request.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 23, and 25--agreed to.
Schedules, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment,

and the report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted

to the Legislative Council.

BILL-NE WCASTLE-BOLGART
RAILWAY EXTENSION.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W. D). Johnson) in moving the second
reading said: This Bill is introduced
to open up that belt of country between
the Wongan Hills line and the Midland
Company's railway. The settlement
there is very old and the people have
been struggling under adverse cir-
cumstances inasmuch as they have had
to cart their produce a long distance
mn order to get it to the market.. We
feel that it is a portion of the country
that is wvell worthy of special consideration
in the shape of railway facilities. The
line will run midway between the Wongan
Hills route and the Midland Company's
line and will allow just about the recog-
nised distance of 25 miles between each
proposition. It is rather less than that
distance, but we are on the safe side.
Generally speaking, the area of country
between the Wongan Hills route and the
Midland line is sufficient to justify the
construction of this railway. The Gov-
ernment instructed that a survey should
be completed over a distance of 30 miles,
but I regret to say that the survey is
not in accordance with what we wanted.'
Hon. members will notice the Bill de-
sires to give the right to deviate one

mile as far as the 15 mile peg is concerned,
but from there on we desire to get the
authority of Parliament to deviate a6
distance of five miles if necessary.
The object of that is to get the line more
in the centre of the two railways I have
referred to. I regret very much that
the instructions of the Government in
regard to this survey were not strictly
carried out. It is necessary, I think,
that the whole matter should be recon-
sidered with a view to getting the line
midway. I do not know that I should
take uip the time of the Chamber in
dealing with this proposition. It is an
old settled area, well known to hon.
members, and generally recognised as
being an area that should receive con-
sideration in the shape of the construction
of this railway. I want to emphasise
the fact that we ask for a five mile
deviation, because we desire to re-
consider the survey from the 15-mile to
the 30-mile post in order to make the
line more nearly central than it is shown
on the survey. I beg to move-

That the Bill be now read a second
tiffe.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore): I amu
pleased to support the second reading
and glad to hear the Minister's remarks
in regard to the deviation he proposes to
make, because as the route of the railway
is marked out it goes only within 15
miles of Wongan and 26 miles of
the Midland line. I think by going
nearer to the New Norcia country it will
tap a better stretch of land and obtain
better traffic from that area. I am sure
the Minister will give the matter serious
consideration. By going in towards
Wongan and then, running due north it
would tap a rmnch better line of country
further north, than by going due north
to the treminus as shown. I am pleased
the Minister has been able to introduce
the Bill this session, because although.
the country is not first-class throughout,
still it is within a splendid rainfall, and
if the land is any good at all it is certain
that good crops will be grown in the
district.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Cornrnttea etcetera.
Mr. MicDowail in the Chair, the Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.
* Clauses 1 to 7-agreed. to.
-Schedule;
-The MINISTER FOR WORKS moved

an amendment. .. .. .. ......

-- That the word " near " in the fourth
l ine be struck out and " within five Miles
o/ o" inserted in lieu.
*Amendment passed, the schedule as

amended agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third tinie and transmitted to

the Legislative Council.

BILL-WAGIN BOWELLING
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.

W. D). Johnson) in moving the second
reading said : I desire to point out that
this belt of country has received consider-
ation at the hands of various Govern-
ments, and that the Advisory Board at
one time was requested to report on the
advisability of constructing a railway
from Wagin to Darkan, so as to connect
the Great Southern with the Collie-
Narrogin line. The Advisory Board re-
ported on it, and outlined on the plan
a route along which the railway might
be constructed ; but the proposition was
not altogether favourably reported on,
and accordingly the Government of the
day were not prepared to introduce a
Bill for such railway Alter the present
Government took office the question was
further considered, and on going into it
a little deeper than had been done pre-
viously, we camne to the conclusion that
it was necessary a line should run
from Wagin to connect with the Colle-
Narrogin railway, but not at Darkan, as,
suggested by the Advisory Board. Had
the line run as suggested by the Advisory
Board, a portion of the country on which
quite a number of people reside would
have been isolated, to the extent that they
would have found themselves outside
the recognised 121 mile radius. Cease-

quently in the Bill submitted it is pro-
posed to run the line from Wagin to a
point known as Bowelling. on the Collie-
Narrogin line, and by taking the line so
as to rim midway between the points
served by the Collie-Narrogin line and the
Kojonup line, the whole of that area will
be served by this one railway. If the
House agree to the line as depicted on
the plan now on the Table, all these
people will be brought within the recog-
nised distance of l2 miles of railway
communication. I do not know that it
is necessary for me to go into a lot of
detail in regard to this proposition. It
is country that has been settled for a
number of years. It is well known to
hon. members as a portion of the State
where, it is recognised by all, railway
communication is necessary. I know
the member for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs)
is bursting with a desire to support the
second reading, and I do not want to
anticipate his remarks. If any further
arguments are necessary to convince the
Chamber of the advisability of con-
structiog this line I will leave it to the
hon. member to adduce them. I beg to
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. S. STUBBS (Wagin) : The Minister
was qnite right wvhen hie said that the
members of the Chamber were in accord
with the idea that a line of railway was
necessary westward from Wagin. For
a great number of years, probably 40
years, there has been a number of settlers
cultivating this land, nearly 40 miles
away from the Great Southern. At the
present time many of them are carting
over that distance into Wagin. The land
.s eminently suitable for the growth of
cereals ; everything that one can mention
in the way of cereals can be grown splen-
didly in that district. The only regret
I have in connection with the measure
is that the Minister has not maode the
rails heavier. Because in my opinion it
will only be a question of a few years
when the necessity will arise to increase
the weight of the rails along that track.
and I am certain that next session the
House will agree to a measure, that
will enable the line of rails to be senit
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out from the head of the line at Bumble-
yung to Lake Grace, and hundreds of
bags of wheat will be carried to Bunbury
by means of that railway. I can assure
the House that the line warrants the
putting down of heavier rails and heavier
sleepers than are provided for.

7 o'dook a-rn.

Mir. S. STUIBBS: If the Minister can
see his way clear to do that I am sure
the country will never regret it, because
it will save the expenditure of some
thousands of pounds in the near future.
The area of ground cleared in the track
of this line is nearly 50,000 acres, and
if any hon. member ls a doubt as to
what the season has been like this year
I will be pleased if he will visit the dis-
trict. There are some settlers along the
Arthur River who, I am afraid, will
not be quite pleased with the route the
line is taking. but to please everybody
in the tract of country a line is going
to serve would be a. very difficult task.
Members of the House will be pleased
to know that this line will cross the
Arthur River at a point where the stream
is very deep, and where it is capable
of supplying the whole of the water
that will be necessary for the Great
Southern line. It is regrettable that
during the last two seasons the water
difficulty which the Government have
had to contend with has made a, serious
demanid upon the trucks and engines
in carrying water from Lake Matilda
right along the Great Southern line.
The construction of this railway will
mean a great saving, because in the
Arthur River there is an inexhaustible
supply of water of good quality, and
if last Beason this line of railway had
been in operation the saving which the
country would have made would have
paid for the building of the line f or the
whole length from Wagin to its junction
with the Collie-Narrogin railway. I have
no desire to take up the time of the
House any longer, but I can assure
hon. memibers that if ever a railway to
an agricultural district was justified,
it is the one now before the House. I
hope the House will pass the Bill, and
that the Government at an early date-

wilt find the money to have the line
constructed.

Mr. THOMAS (Bunbury): I have
only about two words to say cn this
matter. I desire to extend to the
Minister may hearty congratulations upon
having at lest introduced this measure.
For many years this particular proposi-
tion has been the sport of other Govern-
ments ; it has been dangled before the
people of this district for a great number
of years and I am happy to see it is
the lot of a Labour Government to in-
troduce a mneasure so much desired by
the people. For that reason I con-
gratulate the Premier and the Minister
on having so soon carried out the prom-
ises made to the people. The line
affects the district I represent to a con-
siderable extent because, as the member
for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs) has said, it
will be the means of carrying an immense
quantity of wheat, wool, and other
products to the port of Buabury, and
will bring the people of those two parts
of the State closer together. Hlowever,
I have no desire to stonewall a Bill in
which I am very much interested, and
I hope that very little delay will take
place before the construction is put in
hand.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Mr. Holman in the Chair; the Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 7-agreed to.
Schedule:
Mr. A. A. WILSON: Would the

Minister give the Committee some assur-
ance that the right of deviation would be
availed of to carry the line further south ?
The line did not go far south enough for
tho settlement at Mudiarrup. It was
on the north side of the Arthur river
junction, and in his opinion it should
be on the south side.

Mir. S. Stubbs: They will be within
the 10-mile radius then ?

Mir. A. A. WILSON: No.
The, Premaier:; There will be about

23 miles between the two lines.
Mr A. .A. WILSON: By the power

to deviate the line 5 miles on either side the

4648



112 Dscsxas, 1912.] 44

line could be carried south and those
settlers would be greatly helped.

The Premier: We will give the matter
consideration.

Hon. J. MKITCHELL: If the line
was to be taken any further south it
would lie better to build another line.
This railway was intended to carry
traffic to the port of Bunbury, and it
ought not to be any longer than was
absolutely necessary. At the same time,
it was desirable that the settlers should
be served as far as possible.

The MIN3 ISTER FOR WORKS : The
Government were asking for the right
to deviate the line. They had not yet
surveyed it and the fact that they asked
far the power of deviation showed that
they were not pledged to the route
as shown on the plan, but it was very
difficult to give an assurance that the
line would be taken further south. The
object of the member for Collie in bring-
ing the request forward was to ensure
that the settlers at Mudiarrup would
receive consideration when the 'survey
was being made. The matter would
be further considered before the survey
was completed, but no assurance could
be given that the route as shown -would
be departed from.

Mr. A. A. WILSON: The promise
of the Minister would be accepted but
it was not keeping faith with the Lands
Department map issued some years
ago. Someone had blundered, although
it was not the present Government.
If the Government would rectify the
error made by the Mitchell regime he
would ha satisfied.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The idea of
the power to deviate was to enable the
Government to get a better grade but
the Government could not deviate five
miles north or south in order to serve
people who would not be served by the
railway as approved by Parliament. It
would be a mistake to deviate the line
except in order to get a better grade
or an improved line.

The PREMTIER:'- The impression
should not be left on the minds of the
public that the Government were ref rising
to give facilities to the settlers at Mdud-
iarrup. The line had been deviated

already from the route recommended
by the Advisory Board some 10 miles
south, and its length had been extended
in order to help the settlers at Mudiarrup.
Hie had personally visited the district
in order to see if the land not served
by either the Katanaing-Kojonup rail-
way or the Narrogin-Collic railway could
be served by this railway. The settlers
had good roads in the district and as they
would be situated when this line was built
they would not have mnuch reason for
complaint.

Schedule put and passed.
Title-agreed to. -

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

BILL-INTERPRETATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

T. Walker) in moving the second reading
said: There is no necessity to make a
speech in moving the second reading of
this measure. It speaks for itself. The
object of it is simply to insert certain
omissions, if I may so call them, in the
principal Act of 1898. Referring to
Section 16, members will see that there
is provided machinery for the publication
and issue of Orders-in-Council and orders,
warrants, etcetera, but we have no
provision for proclamations, This pro-
vision is necessary and the Bill proposes
by Clause 2 to make it. Clause .3 defines
proclamation as meaning proclamation
by the Governor published in the Govern-
meat Gazette. W"e have passed a Bill
called the Native Flora Bill, and members
will see a penalty in the measure ap-
parently without any reference. This
Bill will make it clear that the provisions
in the interpretation Act with regard
to penalties shall apply. Fornerly we
had to publish the whole form and make
it clear and definite how the penalty
ules to be applied. If this provision
were not made, a penalty clause in any
such Bill inflicting a fine of £50 would
necessitate the full penalty being imposed.
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Hon. . Mitchell ; Will this apply to
the Arbitration Act.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: To
all Acts of that character. I there-
fore move-

That the Bill be flow read a second
time.
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam): The

Bill seems to be as little likely to do harm
as any which has been passed during
the last 24 hours, but the final clause
is of great importance. it means that
notwithstanding that Parliament may
have fixed penalties in the Acts, the
penalties fixed will be the maximum and
the minimum may be anything the court
decides.

The Attorney General: The hon.
member has misunderstood me.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: If we have fixed
a penalty of say £.20 and that is the only
penalty it is sought to get over the
difficulty by this measure, which pro-
vides that the fixed penalty is to be the
maximum and the magistrate may make
it as small as he likes.

Mr. Dwycr: He can, except under the
Licensing Act, where there is a minimum.

The Attorney General: There are some
Acts where no explanatory clause is
included.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This means that
the penalty will be the maximumn and not
the only penalty.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position in regard to this Act is that
literally in a number of measures during
the last few years we have adopted the
laconic form embodied by the late Hon.
C. C. Kingston in Federal measures.
Instead of having a lot of verbiage ex-
pressing the penalty, the penalty is
merely stated in a few words at the
bottom of each clause. But in connec-
tion with Federal legislation there was a
corresponding provision covering all these
penalties by which it was prescribed
that the penalty named should be the
maximum and that a lower fine might
be inflicted. We have abandoned our
old method and have adopted the Com-
monwealth method of stating it briefly.
as for instance " penalty £10," but we
have not clearly expressed it that this
is to be taken as the maximum and not

the precise fine which may be inflicted
in every case. This clause will make it
clear that it is a maximum, and not
necessarily a fine which must be inflicted
notwithstanding the gravity of the
offence.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etcetera.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motion by the PREMIER the
following Orders of the Day were dis-
charged :

Accountancy Bill (Second Reading).
Pharmacy and Poisons Act Amend-

ment (Committee).
Inspection and Iltifisation of Coal Bill

(Committee).
Proportional Representation System

(Council's Message).

BI1LL-LANDLORDL AN])
TENANT.

Second Reading.
Order of the Day read for the resump-

tion, from the 13th November, of tbe
debate on the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. EHlan in the Chair; Mr. Dwyer

mn charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to 5--agreed to.

Air. DWYER: There was an amend-
ment on the Notice Paper to insert a
new clause, but seeing that the addition
of this new clause would entail a reprint
of the Bill, he would not move it.

Title agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and pawsed.
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FAPERS-FREMANJLE iARBOUR
EXTENSION.

Order Discharged.
On motion by the PREMIER the

,Order of the Day for the production of
lpapers discharged.

RESOLUTION-ABORIGINES
RESERVES.

Order Discharged.
Order of the Day road for the con-

sideration of Council's Message asking
concurrence in the following resolution
" That in the opinion of this House it is
desirable, for the preservation of the
native race, to continue and extend the
policy laid down in 0.S.0. file 1709/11,
viz., by reserv'ing large areas of virgi
country for the sole and exclusive use of
the aborigines."

The PREMIER moved-
That the Order of the Day be dis-

charged.
Mr. McDONALD: Can we not get

some information in regard to this?
The PREMIER: The Government

are considering it. It does not make any
difference.

non. J. MITCHELL: I think the
Premier might tell the House what is the
position.

The PREMIER : I can tell you that
we are considering it, but we are not
going to commit ourselves flow.

-Ron. J. MITCHELL: It is anim
portant matter and should be considered
in the House. There is plenty of time
before Christmas. Before we meet next
session probably the Minister for Lands
will have leased all this land and the
natives wvill not be able to get it.

Mr. McDONALD: I know there are
about four million acres set apart in one
reserve in the Kimberleys, and I observe
a certain area set apart in the Murchison
in the neighbourhood of Boolardy. I
would like to know whether that reserve
has been cancelled.

Mr. SPEAKER: The. hon. member
can submit a question.

Mr. M.kcDONALD: I think I might
have got the information.

Motion passed, the Order of the Day
d iselmqrged.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT-SAV-
INGS BANK, STATE AND COM-
MONWEALTH.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan):
Before the House adjourns I desire
to make the announcement that after
very careful consideration and extended
negotiations with the Governor of the
Comnmonwiealth Bank we find at the last
moment, I regret exceedingly to say,
that it is impossible to come to a con.
elusion. in that matter which we consider
would he satisfactory to the State so
as to permit us to hand over our State
Savings Bank to the Commonwealth.
I wvant it to be distinctly understood
that so far as the Government are con-
cerned we were desirous of joining with
the Commonwealth in this matter, be-
cause we a strongly of opinion that it
is undesirable there should be two
institutions in. a State like Western
Australia with a population of 300,000,
owned by the people and controlled by
different Governments running in oppo-
sition to each other. It would be an
absurd position for one country to have
two businesses running in opposition.
But we had to consider when negotiating
with the Commonwealth whether the
State was getting a fair deal in the offer
they made. There was one point in
particular we were not able to come
to an agreement upon, with the result
that to-day I informed the Governor
of the Commonwealth Bank together
with the Prime Minister that 'ye regretted
exceedingly we would not join with the
Commonwealth in having themn take
over our Savings Bank on the terms
they offered. I amn still hopeful that
during the recess we wvill be able to
confer and bring about an arrangement
satisfactory to the Cominonwealth and
to the State, and, above all, satkpfactory
to the depositors, the people "'ho rtally
own the institution.

House adjourned at 7.38 a-rm. Friday.
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